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PREFACE 
I. The Trinity College Reading Course. 
The college student frequently complains that he is so 
pressed for time by crowded schedules that he has no opportunity 
to read the interesting books which he is continually hearing 
about. To meet this difficulty, Trinity College in 1925 established 
a Reading Course, so that a conscientious student may not feel 
he is wasting the time he ought to devote to tomorrow's assign-
ments while he is engaged in reading the great classics of the 
world. In the Trinity College Library almost the entire collection 
of books recommended is grouped in one bookcase, and the 
present list is a guide to the same. 
The student need not confine himself to the reading list, 
large as it is. Anything worth while will be counted. But we 
generally find that he who goes further afield is less satisfied 
than when he follows the list, for while there are good books 
not on the list, there are many poor ones which are not contained 
there also. Students in this course are expected to do one hundred 
points of reading in a year, and to write up each point on at least 
half a typewritten page. One hundred pages of ordinary novel 
reading is credited as one point. Extra credit is given for more 
difficult subject matter, for foreign language work, and for 
reading long many-volumed works. Students must select at 
least one title from each of eight of the ten major classes, and not 
more than one fifth may be fiction. Some such requirements as 
these seem desirable, to help a student discover that there are 
interesting books of sorts he has never tried before. No class-
room work is called for, but any student may be orally examined 
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on any reading he has done. Books used in other courses, or 
commonly read for college entrance and the like, will not be 
counted without special proof that they are read for this course 
alone. The course m<iy be taken in the Junior or Senior year, 
and may be repeated; the reading may be done at any time, 
including vacations. But only students having records otherwise 
good are admitted, and the course must be taken purely and 
solely as an elective. 
The difficulties which the course has encountered have not 
been those which were anticipated. Supervision by the pro-
fessors has been easier than was expected. There has been no rush 
of students seeking an easy way to get college credit, but a good 
group of the best students have found the course worth while. 
Most students find it easier and more interesting to do new read-
ing than to try to write up books read in former years, for they 
find it rather difficult to report on a book which they had read 
with no intention of reacting to. The amount of writing required 
is the most frequent objection, but it is obvious not merely that 
there must be some basis for grading, but more important still 
is the fact that mere reading, without doing something in the 
way of reaction to what is read, is of comparatively small edu-
cational value. This latter point would be in itself a sufficient 
justification for such a Reading Course. 
More significant, though not so often uttered by students 
as an objection, is the plain fact that even college students are 
unable to read with any fluency books on serious subjects, out-
side of easy literature and possibly biography. Whether this is 
due to deficiencies in our educational system we need not here 
inquire. But the fact remains that while the average student 
is able to get the general sense out of, let us say, an essay by 
such a clear writer as William James, he will not, if asked about 
it in detail, sentence by sentence, with the text before him, be 
able to give any particularly intelligible account of exactly what 
the author is there saying. The student is therefore prone to 
declar~ that a thoughtful book is dry or meaningless, locating 
the fault in the book, instead of in himself. Also, it may be 
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added, that if almost any student would put himself through the 
stem discipline, for the time being rather unpleasant, of holding 
a timepiece on himself, and marking down the time required to 
read each page, so as to overcome the dawdling inattention with 
which most people read, he could within five or six weeks not 
only double his speed but increase his comprehension of what is 
read. The average student simply can not read. 
The students who take the present course are, as a matter of 
fact, an exceptional group, already interested in wide reading, 
and are generally rapid readers. The course, therefore, does not 
solve the reading problem for the average student. If Professor 
Cassius Keyser is right in saying the mark of an educated man 
is that, from time to time, he voluntarily undertakes to wrestle 
with a book a little beyond his immediate comprehension, we 
have to admit that the average college student neither is, nor 
ever will be, an educated man. 
I I. The Booklist. 
Trinity College has distributed a large number of copies 
of this booklist, as being an educational expenditure of as great 
value as those made for classroom work. The list has, therefore, 
attracted rather wide attention, from large city libraries and 
State University libraries, as well as from single users. People 
do seem to need and use such lists. Therefore it might be worth 
while to add a few comments for such users. As was stated in 
the first edition, the ideals aimed at are to encourage a certain 
amount of experimental browsing among good books; to give a 
self-education through reading in the realms where the user's 
deepest interests are found to lie; and it is to be hoped, to furnish 
a revelation of new sources of interest, unknown to the reader 
himself until he tries dipping into some one or another book of 
geography, or biography, or art. For these purposes a wide list 
to select from seemed essential, if only to cure the self-conceit 
born of an ignorance of the wide ranges of one's own ignorances. 
As a college list, it tries to open up regions not touched on in 
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the ordinary college courses. A degree of freedom and planless-
ness, a turning the student loose on his own responsibility, is of 
the essence of the plan of the list. Of course it is not expected 
that anyone will try to read more than a small part of the whole 
list. 
It may be admitted that this list intends to be advanced, 
"high brow," or whatever other derogatory adjectives of a 
similar nature the critic may prefer. It is intended for the honor 
grade college student, and not, like so many "Reading with a 
purpose" and similar lists, for the ordinary casual reader. It 
makes concessions to interestingness, but none to laziness. We 
have not hesitated to include books which were hard reading, 
if they were also meaty; or some that might offend the squeamish 
or the puritan, if they caught real aspects of life. Muck-raking 
books, of the quality of Elmer Gantry and llloth.er India, have not 
been featured. The exclusion is not from any straightlaced 
fastidiousness, but from a belief that other sorts of reading 
should be made basic. Many good books have without a doubt 
been overlooked, but if some popular ones are not found here, 
the omission is not always unintentional. In general, our main 
lists are the books most recommended for starting a subject, 
but the introductions and notes suggest others which are worth 
reading in following up some interest already established. We 
make no claim that there are not other good books on the same 
subjects. 
The task of compiling such a list is perhaps more arduous 
than that of writing many of the books on it, and much of the 
research in selecting the omissions is not apparent in the final 
product. No such list of books can ever satisfy anyone, least of 
all the compiler. He finds later that he has omitted by oversight 
some of the most obviously important titles. He worries over 
gaps with no suitable readable books available to fill. At one 
point the good books present themselves in droves. At another 
they are sparse, though the subject be ever so important. Even 
excellent advice may at times mislead him. He sacrifices many 
a personal favorite of his own. He may himself have got a thrill 
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out of Robbery under arms or Sherlock Holmes,Looking backward, 
Michael Strogojf, or People of the mist. He may think some book 
unknown to fame, like The Prestons by Mary Vorse, sounds 
more like American life as he knows it than does Winesburg, 
Ohio. What shall he do? It is better to recommend the classics 
first. One time out of four the classics may miss fire. But the 
others will miss fire two and three times out of four. 
A booklist for all sorts and conditions of readers would have 
to contain certain great children's classics, which are naturally 
omitted in a college list like this, as for instance: Andersen and 
Grimm, Lear and , the Jungle books, or the more recent Rootabaga 
stories and When we were very young. The line of exclusion is 
doubtful, of course: some college students might like Little 
women, or Grahame, The golden age. Then there are familiar 
things that everyone, even a college student, is supposed to know: 
the poems of Longfellow, the best things of Lowell and Whittier, 
The Christmas carol and Robinson Crusoe, The vicar of Wakefield, 
Uncle Remus, Luck of Roaring Camp, The man without a country, 
Uncle Tom's cabin, The last of the Mohicans, Ivanhoe. The college 
student who has not read them ought to read most of them, but we 
assume, for the purposes of this list, that these titles are known 
anyhow, and need not be repeated. We exclude, also, encyclo-
pedic sets, like Warner's Library and the Harvard Classics, and 
the newly proposed Columbia University Course in Literature. 
They have considerable value, as have many single chapters in 
the great Cambridge histories, etc., but we can not include a 
guide to such material here. We have excluded, also, most 
foreign books not now available in English translation. The list 
being intended to get readers interested in books other than 
what is ordinarily called belles lettres, the books on literature are 
more highly selected, and hence proportionately fewer. Those 
who want guidance in a wider range of popular literature may 
be referred to the American Library Association Catalog, 1926, 
and the current A. L.A. Booklists. 
Any list like this must be annotated, if it is to be of any 
value at all. We cannot too strongly insist upon this point. 
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But annotation is one of the minor branches of the fine arts, and 
requires a variety of knowledge and a skill in expression seldom 
sustainable over a range as large as the present list. It is better 
when each sort of book can be annotated by an enthusiastic 
specialist on that subject. But such co-operative booklists 
either fail to be finished, or are all out of scale and proportion. 
So the editor of the present list, though aided by the excellent 
advice of wiser members of the Trinity Faculty than himself, 
has had to rush in where doubtless they would have often hesitated 
to tread, and get the list done somehow. The faultiness of the 
result is very well known to him,- and that the whole thing 
needs an index, which can not be provided in this form of publi-
cation. But he hopes the list may be of use to as many as seemed 
to have found a value in the first edition. 
NATURAL SCIENCE 
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CLASS 1. Natural Science. 
Introduction. 
9 
In Professor Raymond Pearl's delightful little guide to a 
biologist's supplementary reading, called To begin with (1927), 
he mentions among the professional indispensables of that field 
of science Edmund B. Wilson, The cell (Ed . 3, 1925), and W. M. 
Bayliss, Principles of general physiology. Such books are indeed 
essential to the specially interested student, and their like may 
be found in all sciences. It is a valuable acquisition for any 
student to gain a taste for dipping into such books, even when 
they lie outside his own field, picking out what he can under-
stand, ignoring the mathematical formulae and more technical 
parts. Thus a science student might do this with profit in such 
a book as W. J. Humphreys, Physics of the air, or A. S. Eddington, 
Internal constitution of the stars. Or one might go back to the 
classics, and read Part I, Chapter I, of J. Clerk Maxwell, Elec-
tricity and magnetism, or dip into Sir Isaac Newton's famous 
Principia. 
But for the ordinary reader such "stunts" may be little to his 
taste, and the great writers of science are not always so readable 
as Charles Darwin. For such we have tried to suggest a list of 
books combining a fair degree of authority with interest, and not 
presupposing much previous knowledge. 
Before entering upon our main list, we should like to offer 
some suggestions for the science student, concerning the too 
much neglected subject of the history of science. In mathe-
matics there are readable histories by Cajori and by Ball. In 
astronomy the appropriate sections of Whewell, History of the 
inductive sciences, and all of Agnes Clerke, History of astronomy 
in the 19th century, remain great classics. There is a good little 
book by Hector MacPherson. In physics we meet Cajori again 
(one should use the revised edition of his History of physics), 
as well as Henry Crew, Rise of modern physics, and the well-
known Science of mechanics by Ernst Mach. In engineering there 
is not much except the attempt by Fleming and Brocklehurst. 
In chemistry there are the older works by Ladenburg and by 
von Meyer, to which we may add the later work by Stillman, 
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for early chemistry, and Thorpe, Essays in historical chemistry. 
But the volumes in our main list by Tilden and by Harrow, on 
chemical biography, are perhaps more to be recommended. In 
biology there is a range of works, from the rather too popular 
Biology and its makers, by Locy, to Form and function, by E. S. 
Russell, which will appeal chiefly to the special student. In 
the special field of botany there is a well-known history by 
Sachs, with continuation by Green, and a shorter work by R. J. 
Harvey-Gibson. In geology there is Geikie, Founders of geology. 
Then there are books on special countries, like Britain's heritage 
of science, by Schuster and Shipley; and books summing the 
results of science, like Hobson, Domain of natural science. Sedg-
wick and Tylor is the best general history of science, but it is 
not wholly satisfactory. Wm. S. Knickerbocker (ed.), Classics 
of science, is an interesting group of selections made for the non-
technical reader. Co-operative volumes surveying science, like 
the Chicago volume, The nature of the world and man, or the 
English book, Evolution in the light of modern knowledge, are likely 
to be better in single chapters than they are as a whole. The 
works of Heath on Greek mathematics, or the great new history 
of science by Sarton would simply daze the ordinary reader. 
In some fields of science the advance is so rapid that books 
go out of date while still in the p~ess. Books such as Andrade, 
Structure of the atom (Ed. 3, 1927), and Crowther, Ions, electrons, 
etc. (Ed. 4, 1928), appear in repeated editions, but fail more or 
less to keep up with the pace. Even in the field of evolution we 
have to choose not infrequently between a good book now a bit 
out of date and a hurried new book. For the student we may 
perhaps recommend H. H. Newman (ed.), Readings in evolution, 
etc., and among older books Darwinism today, by Kellogg, for 
the many earlier theories, or Darwin and modern science, ed. by 
A. C. Seward, for the wide effects of Darwin on human thinking. 
There are of course other good recent books, like Lull, or J. G. 
Kerr. But the full bearings of the recent experimental Mendelian 
biology in relation to evolution is perhaps not yet clear enough 
to the investigators to lend itself to summing up in a popular 
volume. 
On the methods of science there are valuable books of recent 
date, such as in physics Bridgman, Logic of modern physics, or 
Campbell, Physics, the elements, or more readable, Heyl's excellent 
little Fundamental concepts of physics. Then there are older books, 
many in French, and in English, Pearson, Grammar of science, 
and the volume of Faraday's researches in Everyman's Library 
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with Tyndall's appreciation of Faraday, etc. Ostwald, Great men, 
is unfortunately not obtainable in English. But study along 
these lines needs special advice, though we have ventured to 
include Poincare and Bernard. 
Of the list below we recommend for first reading: Bower, 
Bragg, Clark, Clendening, Charles Darwin, De Kruif, Fabre, 
R. A. Gregory, Haldane, Iles, Keen, Lodge, Osborn, Osler, 
Richet, Sullivan, Thomson, Townsend. 
Natural Science Booklist. 
Bernard, Claude 
An introduction to the study of experimental medicine. 
[Tr., H. C. Greene.] 
"That incomparable work" both of science and philosophy, Lanson 
calls it; one of the landmarks in the history of scientific method, first 
published in 1865. 
Bower, Frederick Orpen 
Plants and man. 1925. 
Essays on botany in relation to ordinary life, rich with stores of knowl-
edge, and delightful in style and illustrations. 
Bragg, William 
Concerning the nature of things. 
Simple, but thoroughly scientific lectures, chiefly concerning the author's 
own investigations into the space arrangements of atoms. One should 
not overlook, also, · his Creative knowledge and World of sound. 
Brooks, William Keith 
Foundations of zoology. 
One of the classics of American science; an untechnical but thoughtful 
consideration of the wider aspects of biology. 
Clark, Austin H. 
Animals of land and sea. 1925. 
"Something you never heard of before jumps at you from every page" 
(Sat. Rev. of Lit.). The format is a bit unattractive, but the text is 
admirable. It is an excellent introduction to a great literature: such 
books as Calman, Life of crustacea, on the one hand; or on the other, 
such as Peter Chalmers Mitchell, Childhood of animals, or J. Stevenson-
Hamilton, Animal life in Africa. 
Clendening, Logan 
The human body. 
In style popular and witty, in substance sensible, it "debunks" quite a 
few medical superstitions. Councilman, Disease and its causes (Home 
U. Lib.), is a valuable little book on the same subjects. 
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Darwin, Charles R. 
Expression of the emotions. 
Contains much curious information about animals. While engaged 
in the study of evolution, Darwin produced on the side such books as 
this one and his 'Formation of vegetabk mould, books almost unrivaled 
for arousing interest in science. 
Darwin, Charles R. 
Origin of species. 
A great classic of science (1859), one of the world's most famous books, 
and also a very readable one. It teaches a lesson in openmindedness 
and scientific caution. No one should criticize Darwinism who has not 
read this book. His Descent of man is almost as good. One may cite, 
for the other side of the controversy aroused, Lewis T. More, The dogm4 
of evolution, which is well-argued; but being a sort of devil's advocate, 
he is hardly fair to Darwin. 
Darwin, George H. 
Tides and kindred phenomena. 
A popular book concerning some remarkable scientific investigations. 
Such books on seemingly special scientific topics may on occasion be 
of great interest: as Cornish, Waves of sand and snow; Humphreys, 
Fogs and clouds; Clayden, Cloud studies; Chamberlin, Origin of the 
earth; etc. 
De Kruif, Paul H. 
Microbe hunters. 1926. 
He writes the history of bacteriology in a style that takes one's breath 
away, though he keeps close to the facts. 
De Morgan, Augustus 
Budget of paradoxes. 
A humorous examination of a rich galaxy of mathematical and mechanical 
cranks, such as circle squarers, etc. 
Descour, L. 
Pasteur and his work. [Tr. 1922, Wedd.] 
More about his scientific work than about the man, it does not duplicate 
Pasteur, the history of a mind, by Emile Duclaux, or Vallery-Radot's 
well-known Life of Pasteur. One and all, these are worth reading. 
Eddington, Arthur S. 
Space, time and gravitation. 1921. 
About the Einstein theory, and somewhat difficult. The ordinary 
reader may have to skip parts. There are many books on Einstein, 
including Einstein's own popular exposition, but the real beginner's 
book does not exist. 
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Eddington, Arthur S. 
Stars and atoms. 1927. 
A wonderful piece of popularization. Also one should not overlook 
Astronomy and cosmogony (1928), by Jeans; and Dingle, Modern astro-
physics, has appeared in a new edition (1927). But the amazing rush of 
advance in star physics and chemistry, by Eddington and Jeans, makes 
books obsolete while they are in the press. 
Fabre, Jean H. C. 
Social life in the insect world. [Tr.] 
Some do not like these "fairy tales of science" - others, the very large 
majority of readers, find them fascinating. There are many other 
volumes, bearing such titles as Wonders of instinct, Life of the spider, etc., 
and in all there is an amazing union of uncanny observation and charm-
ing exposition. 
Galileo Galilei 
Dialogues concerning two new sciences. [Tr. 1914, Crew 
and Salvio.] 
The first book of modern physical science, a work of genius, in most 
excellent translation. 
Garrison, F. H. 
Introduction to the history of medicine. (New ed., 1921.) 
Also a history of biology, readable, well-proportioned, accurate. Longer 
than Osler. A fine book, also, is Michael Foster, Lectures on the history 
of physiology during the 16th-18th centuries. 
Gregory, John Walter 
Geology of today. 1914. 
An attractive introduction to the principles of geology. An alternative 
title is Charles Schuchert and C. M. LeVene, The earth and its rhythms. 
Other good popular books on geology are James Geikie's book called 
Mountains; Willis T. Lee, Stories in stone; E. Ray Lancaster, Extinct 
animals; D. H. Scott, Evolution of plants; and also larger but still read-
able works, like W. B. Scott, History of land mammals, and Schuchert's 
textbook of geology. 
Gregory, Richard A. 
Discovery: or the spirit and service of science. 1916. 
A fine appreciation of the aims of science, with many examples. A book 
that should be read by scientists and non-scientists alike. 
Haldane, John B. S. 
Daedalus; or, Science and the future. 1924. 
A brilliant, witty, startling little book. His Possible worlds contains 
some more examples of his original and imaginative speculations. 
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Harrow, Benjamin 
Eminent chemists of our time. (New ed., 1927 .) 
Considers eleven chemists from Perkin to Fischer, and centers a sort 
of history of contemporary chemistry around them. The first part is 
biographical; the second, which sums up the work of these men, may be 
omitted by the non-chemist. 
Henderson, Lawrence 
Fitness of the environment. 
Attempts to prove that the world was prepared ready for living organisms 
before they came, but the author is cautious in drawing conclusion of a 
metaphysical or theological sort from this. 
Howe, H. E. (ed.) 
Chemistry in industry. 2 vols. 1924-25. 
A co-operative work by experts, combining readability and instructive-
ness to a unique degree. Rather preferable to Slosson, Creative chemistry. 
lies, George 
Leading American inventors. 1913. 
Pleasing anecdotal series of lives of ingenious Americans. DiscOflerks 
and inventions of the 20th century, by Cressy, ranges wider, but is less 
humanly interesting. 
Jennings, Herbert S. 
Prometheus. 1925. 
A biologist's brief summary of our present knowledge of heredity, 
revolutionary of some long-accepted ideas. 
Keen, William W. 
Medical research and human welfare. 1917. 
A wonderful little book about the advances of medicine, by a physician 
who saw service both in the Civil and the World War. 
Lodge, Oliver 
Pioneers of science. 
One of the best introductions to the history of physical science, and a1 
interesting as was, and is, Whewell's famous History of the t.nducti-« 
sciences (Vol. 1). Lodge or Whewell should be read by all science 
students. 
Macfarlane, Alexander 
Lectures on ten British mathematicians of the' 19th century. 
1916. 
This book, and its fellow, Ten British physicists of the 19th century, 
would be hard to beat for writing about scientific work in a way that 
everyone can understand and enjoy. 
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Marvin, Francis S. (ed.) 
Science and civilization. 1926'. 
Rather diverse essays, by various writers, but all tending to place 
science with reference to education and modern life. 
Mason, Frances (ed.) 
Creation by evolution. 1928. 
Contributions by leaders of science, explaining what evolution means 
to them today. 
Merz, John Theodore 
History of European thought in the .19th century. Science, 
2 vols.; Philosophy, 2 vols. 
A very great piece of work; and particularly the scientific section ought 
to be read by every serious student of science. 
Miller, Dayton C. 
Science of musical sounds. 1916. 
One of the best books on the physics of sound and the theory of musical 
instruments. 
Miller, G. A. 
Historical introduction to mathematical literature. 1916. 
A bird's eye view of mathematics and mathematicians. Those who 
know little about mathematics should read Whitehead, Introduction 
to mathematics (Home U. Lib.), instead. Those who are specially in-
terested in mathematics should find Miller, as well as books such as 
Ball, Mathematical recreations, entertaining and liberating. 
Millikan, Robert A. 
The electron. (Ed. 2, 1924.) 
Does not cover the whole field, but is an admirable introduction to 
modern theories, by one whose own work has been very important and is 
here explained with remarkable clarity. 
Mitchell, Samuel A. 
Eclipses of the sun. (Ed. 2, 1924.) 
The title is made a basis for a survey that introduces many of the most 
important aspects of astronomy. 
Murray, John 
The ocean. (Home U. Lib.) 
Though brief, it surpasses many a lengthy treatise in amount of in-
formation. A somewhat longer book, of diverse interest, is A study of 
the oceans, by James Johnstone. 
16 A CoLLEGE STUDENT's READING 
Osborn, Henry F. 
Men of the Old Stone Age. 
One of the most fascinating of modern books, both in text and pictures. 
His Age of mammals is informing, but it makes harder reading 
Osler, (Sir) William 
Evolution of modem medicine. 1921. 
A rapid and most engaging survey, whose only fault is its brevity. 
Perrin, Jean 
Atoms. [Tr. 1925, from 1 Ith French ed.] 
A fine popularization, by one who has done much to initiate the modern 
theories. All such books go out of date quickly, but this will retain a 
value even when it needs to be supplemented. 
Phillips, T. E. R. and Steavenson, W. H. 
Splendour of the heavens. 2 vols. 
A lavishly illustrated popular book, for the beginner in astronomy. 
Some of the special material in the second volume may well be skipped. 
Poincare, Henri 
Foundations of science. [Tr. Halsted.] 
The translation is inadequate to the limpid flow of the original, but 
Poincare retains a power of stimulation for the student interested in 
the philosophy of science. 
Ramsay, William 
Gases of the atmf.lsphere. (Ed. 4, 1916.) 
A good popular book on the discovery of argon, etc., showing a physical 
scientist at work. 
Richet, Charles 
The natural history of a savant. [Tr. 1927, Oliver Lodge.] 
Simply written, and an interesting appraisal of the investigator and 
scholar at work. (Makes no reference to spiritualism.) 
Rolfe, Robert T. 
Romance of the fungus world. 1926. 
An unexpectedly interesting book of unusual information. 
Russell, Henry N. and Dugan, R. S. and Stewart, J. I. 
Astronomy: a revision of Young's Manual of astronomy. 
2 vols. 
For the student really interested in astronomy; so laden with informinc 
details, especially about astrophysics in Volume 2, that it has to be 
read with care. A simpler text is Fundamentals of astronomy, by S. A. 
Mitchell and C. G. Abbot. 
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Spencer, Leonard James 
World's minerals. (Rev. ed., 1916.) 
"The knowledge, thought, labour, and care in compiling it must have 
been prodigious. All interested in minerals will be the wiser for reading 
it" (Sat. Rev.). 
Spring, LaVerne W. 
Non-technical chats on iron and steel. (Rev. ed., I927.) 
Deals with the iron industry in a way to meet the approval of experts, 
but it is for the uninformed reader, who will enjoy it and learn much. 
Sullivan, John W. N. 
Aspects of science. (2 series.) Series 1. 
Some popular little essays, but profitable reading even to the well-
informed scientist. The second series falls off a bit. 
Thompson, D'Arcy W. 
On growth and form. 1917. (New ed. in prep., I928.) 
On mathematical and physical laws in the biological world. It looks 
more technical than it is, and students of science will find it worth 
reading. 
Thomson, J. Arthur 
An introduction to science. (Home U. Lib.) 
A good book for those whose acquaintance with scientific work is small. 
His writings on biology, such as his The study of animal life (Ed. 4, 1917), 
are always to be recommended. 
Thorndike, Lynn 
History of magic. 2 vols. I923. 
An able piece of scholarship, dealing especially with men's modes of 
thought in the period around the 12th century. For the reader already 
interested in such matters. 
Tilden, William A. 
Famous chemists. I 92 I. 
Biographical history of the atomic theory, from Boyle and Black to 
Crookes and Ramsay. (Cf. Harrow, above, for later men.) Tilden, 
Chemical discovery and invention in the 20th century, is a good survey of 
the science, as is also A. Findlay, Chemistry in the service of man (Ed. 
3, 1925). 
Townsend, Charles W. 
Sand dunes and salt marshes. 
An astonishing amount of information concerning what may be found 
on the common sandy seashore. This book is a typical sample of popular 
nature books, many of them excellent, but too numerous to be listed 
here. 
18 A CoLLEGE STUDENT's READING 
Tyndall, John 
Fragments of science. Second series. 
Historically one of the key books for understanding the materialistic 
scientific philosophy of the 19th century. 
Wheeler, William Morton 
Social life among the insects. 1923. 
An account that will astonish, and will provoke new thought about 
human societies. His Foibles of insects and men (in press) looks promising. 
White, Andrew D. 
Warfare of science with theology. 2 vols. 
A stimulating book, in which theology always comes out second best. 
Each chapter takes up a new field in which conflict has occurred, and 
surveys it from the beginning. 
White, Gilbert 
Natural history of Selbourne. (Everyman's.) 
In time the earliest of nature books (if we except Walton's Angler), 
it remains one of the best. 
Whitehead, Alfred North 
Science and the modern world. 
A survey of the history of modern science, crystal clear, is interspersed 
with paragraphs about the author's own ideas- paragraphs which 
are more like riddles. "We can imagine a Higher Critic insistin~ this 
must be a composite work" (New Statesman). Hence the book ts not 
easy reading, and at once baffles and stimulates, as do his other books. 
Young, John Wesley 
Lectures on fundamental concepts of algebra and geometry. 
Igii. 
A good book on the foundations of mathematics, not calling for much 
additional information on the subject. Bertrand Russell, Introduction 
to mathematical philosophy (1919), is simple enough in style, but likely to 
take the reader into regions too unfamiliar for easy traveling. Much 
easier reading are Russell's essays IV and V in Mysticism and logic. 
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CLASS 2. Social and Psychological Sciences. 
Introduction. 
The selection of good reading in the social sciences is ren-
dered difficult by the fact that what is best written is not always 
the most sound or permanently valuable. In some fields the books 
are numerous, in others the good ones are rare. 
Many good but rather special books, like the Legal Philoso-
phy Series, have had to be omitted, as well as many excellently 
compiled "source books," such as Upton Sinclair, Cry for justice, 
and many co-operative works, such as the History of political 
theories, recent, by Charles Merriam and others. We might have 
included a number of books of great current interest, such as 
those on newspapers by Bent, Ballyhoo, and Villard, Some n~s­
papers and newspaper men, both of considerable interest to all 
American newspaper readers. Of similar current importance are 
Freedom of speech, by Chafee, unfortunately awkward in style; 
Cardozo, Nature of the judicial process; Overstreet, Influencing 
human behavior; or of a little older period, Keynes's well-known 
books, Economic consequences of the peace, and Monetary reform; 
d Rathenau's interesting little The new society. There are of 
ourse many good books in these fields that make their chief 
ppeal to the special student: such books as Sutherland, Crimi-
ology; Saleilles, The individualization of punishment; Ritchie, 
atural rights; Seligman, Essays on taxation. Shall we refer to 
ks on Roman law, such as that by Sohm, or rather to the 
ppropriate chapters in Gibbon, or in Bryce, Studies in history 
nd jurisprudence? Others such as Ribot, Creative imagination, 
r Henry Morley, Famous pamphlets, we should like to include, 
they were still obtainable in print. 
There are many books so close to the grade of the books 
hich we have included that it seems best to run the titles here, 
Jrince they may prove helpful to some readers: 
Cooley, Social process. 
Rivers, Social organization. 
Ogburn, Social change. 
Sorokin, Social mobility (and other works). 
Ellis, Task of social hygiene; and, Man and woman. 
Ellen Key, Century of the child. 
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Henderson, Keys to crookdom. 
Bjerre, Psychology of murder. 
\\Tithers, The meaning of money. 
Kent, Great game of politics. 
Particularly in the field of anthropology there are a number of 
books which are as good as those we have included on our main 
list, as for instance: 
Goldenweiser, Early civilization. 
Malinowski, Crime and custom in savage society (and other 
works). 
Tozzer, Social origins and social continuities. 
Wissler, Man and culture. 
It seems better in our main list not to include a complete 
series of the great classics, though the student specializing in 
the social sciences ought to read many such. The economist 
must, sometime or other, read J. S. Mill and Adam Smith. The 
political scientist must read Plato, The republic; Aristotle, 
Politics and Ethics; Machiavelli, The prince; Hobbes, Leviathan; 
Locke, Of civil government; Mon tesquieu, Spirit of laws; Rousseau, 
Social contract; as well as Burke and Milton (The areopagitica). 
We could add a great variety of others that the general student 
of social science might profitably know, such as: Rousseau, 
Emile; the first edition of Malthus; the first edition of Spencer, 
Social statics; Kropotkin, Mutual aid; LeBon, The crowd; Rown-
tree, Poverty; Sorel, Reflections on violence; and all of Tarde's 
most suggestive works, such as his Laws-of imitation. The Van-
guard Press is putting out some interesting fifty cent books, 
such as: The essentials of Marx; Lenin, Imperialism; Oppen-
heimer, The state; George, Progress and poverty; and others quite 
different, such as, Carpenter, Love's coming of age. 
So the list given below is chiefly a somewhat arbitrary set 
of introductions to a gigantic literature, and not a complete 
whole in itself. Even as such, the psychologist may feel we have 
done him scant justice. The beginner is advised to choose first 
from the books by Norman Angell, Boaz, Chase, Foster and 
Catchings, Hart, Koehler, Marett, Martin, Miinsterberg, Patri, 
Russell, and Woodworth. 
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"Angell, Norman" (Ralph Norman Angell Lane) 
The public mind. 1927. 
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A calm and cruel exposure of the idiocy of the human race, especially 
as shown by educated people and in public affairs. "We must go forward 
to the conquest of human nature. Otherwise human nature will destroy 
human society." 
Bagehot, Walter 
Physics and politics. 
Bagehot is old, as social scientists go, but still to be recommended. 
This book, applying evolution to society, and even more his Lombard 
Street, and English constitution, have a real grip on actualities. We may 
add that his literary essays may still be read with profit. 
Barker, Ernest 
Greek political theory: Plato and his predecessors. 1918. 
Probably the best available study of Plato's political ideals. The sequel, 
on Aristotle, has not yet appeared in this edition. His little Home U. 
Library volume, Political thought in England from Herbert Spencer to 
the present day, is also to be commended. 
Boaz, Franz 
The mind of primitive man. 19I 1. 
Particularly noteworthy for its denial that there are great mental 
differences between races. 
Brown, William Jethro 
Underlying principles of modern legislation. 
The chief "principle" is that of the growth of individual liberty. This 
view seems directly opposed to the conclusions of Dicey (below), and 
there is much in the discussion to call out thought on some vital topics. 
Bryce, James 
American Commonwealth. 2 vols. 
Most famous foreign appraisal of the U.S. Should be supplemented by 
the closing chapters of his Modern democracies. 
Carr-Saunders, A. M. 
Population. 
This is a small book (1925), summing up his able work, The population 
problem (1922), which shows how the problem raised by Malthus looks 
in the 20th century. There are other striking treatments of the same 
problems by East, Mankind at the crossroads (to be read with some 
caution), E. A. Ross, Standing room only?, and Harold Wright. 
Chase, Stuart 
The tragedy of waste. 1925. 
The incredible truth about the inefficiency of efficient America. Your 
money's worth, by Chase and Schlink, shows the Americc;tn being gulled 
by the advertising man. 
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Dewey, John 
Human nature and conduct. 1922. 
A book on the importance of habit in social life, of which James Harvey 
Robinson has said, with pardonable hyperbole, "It could be profitably 
reconsidered with ever increasing illumination at least twice a year 
during one's remaining lifetime." It is a better treatment of social 
psychology than Wm. McDougall's well-known Introduction, which is 
really a rather doubtful list of "human instincts." Dewey's general 
standpoint is best expressed in his Reconstruction in philosophy, in The 
public and its problems, and in the opening and closing chapters of his 
Democracy and education. His Experience and nature is difficult reading; 
and in general, Dewey lacks a style adequate to his subtle thought, 
which is unfortunate in a man who dominates American educational 
theory. There is a volume of selections from Dewey, by ]. Ratner. 
Dicey, A. V. 
Law and opmwn m England during the 19th century. 
(Ed. 2, 1914.) 
Masterly survey of the social forces that shaped legislation. 
Dickinson, Goldsworthy Lowes 
A modern symposium. 
Throws into the form of a stimulating dialogue a number of the ideas 
that move the modern man. 
Drucker, Saul and Hexter, M. B. 
Children astray. 1923. 
Most readable of books on social case work, with characters that are 
made to live, it has almost the quality of striking short-stories. :1i 
Fitch, John Andrews 
Causes of industrial unrest. 1924. 
A wise and well-documented account, with a deep understanding of the 
psychology of the men concerned. 
Follett, Mary P. 
Creative experience. 1924. 
The problem of applying really scientific methods to social problems, 
taking advantage of differences as well as agreements. An acute and 
thought-provoking study, largely psychological; for the student already 
interested. 
Foster, William T. and Catchings, W. 
Business without a buyer. 
Those who thought economics dull will not recognize the subject in this 
almost exciting volume, and its sequel, The road to plenty. Raises the 
economic problems of the present day in a very striking form. But the 
student will want to supplement this treatment of business cycles by 
the more balanced examination of a very complex problem in Wesley 
Mitchell's able treatise (1927-28, 2 vols.) . 
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Frazer, James George 
Golden bough. (I vol. ed., 1922.) 
The abridged edition is a real feat of compression. The 12 volume 
original, on the anthropology of religion, is one of the world's great 
books. 
Freud, Sigmund 
Psychopathology of everyday life. [Tr. 1914, Brill.] 
Deals with forgetting, awkwardness, accidents, and the like, as examples 
of subconscious wishes. Interesting, even if one does not wholly accept 
his theories. Holt, Freudian wish, is a bright and swaggering little book, 
full of ideas, more Holt than Freud. These are merely introductory to a 




Valuable, largely statistical, study of mental inheritance. All Galton's 
works (Inquiries into the human faculty, Everyman's; etc.) are likely 
to arouse thought. Nor should one forget his autobiography, Story of 
my lif e. 
Gide, Charles and Rist, Charles 
History of economic doctrines. [Tr. 1916, Richards.] 
Best as a history of socialist and similar political opinions (like Laidler, 
History of socialist thought), rather than economically; but as such is an 
excellent piece of work, though there are defects in the translation. 
Goodrich, Carter Lyman 
Miner's freedom. 1925. 
Efficiency in production not compatible with richness of life; a book 
of wider bearings than its title would indicate. 
Hall, G. Stanley 
Adolescence. 2 vols. 
A crowded book, by a pathfinder in psychology, treating all phases of 
an interesting period in human individual development. Another path-
finder in American psychology, James Mark Baldwin, produced, as by 
far his best book, one called Social and ethical interpretations, which 
treats of the growth of personality in the younger child. 
Hamilton, Walton G. (ed.) 
Current economic problems. (Rev. ed., 1919.) 
A book of quoted selections, orthodox rather than controversial, with 
admirable introductions. 
Hammond, John L. and Barbara 
Labour in England, 176o-I832. 3 vols . . 
These are The town labourer, which should be read first, The skiUed 
labourer, and The village labourer. All are able studies, giving an "ar-
resting and appalling picture of the times." 
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Hart, Bernard 
Psychology of insanity. 
An attractive little volume (Cambridge Manuals), which mildly suggests 
we are all more or less so; the author is rather Freudian. The insane 
patient's own point of view can be found in A mind that found itself, by 
C. W. Beers, and in Reluctantly told, by Jane Hillyer. 
Hobhouse, Leonard T. 
Liberalism. (Home U. Lib.) 
An able study of English political liberalism; as is Shelley, Godwi1~, and 
their circle, by H. N. Brailsford, in the same series. Hobhouse, Meta-
physical theory of the state, is a keen criticism of the Hegelian philosophy 
of the State in pre-war Germany. Hobhouse, Elements of social justice, 
contains many important ideas, but is badly organized. 
James, William 
Principles of psychology. 2 vol. edition. 
A great work, which will survive for its philosophical discussions, no 
matter how far psychology may advance beyond it in technical matters. 
There are chapters in it on habit, the self, etc., which are of surpassing 
brilliancy and influence. 
Jespersen, Otto 
Language, its nature, development and origin. 1922. 
A product of a rich scholarship and great independence of thought; 
especially good on the language of children. 
Keane, A. H. 
Man: past and present. (Rev. ed., 1920.) 
Characterizes the human races and tribes with many a striking anecdote. 
The student should not let himself be discouraged from reading books 
like this, or Ripley, Races of Ettrope, because of what looks like a for-
bidding array of unfamiliar names and apparatus of scholarship. 
Kocourek, Albert and Wigmore, John (eds.) 
Evolution of law. 3 vols. 1916-18. 
By quoting a vast variety of literary and other works, ancient and 
modern, a picture of the ancient law is built up, such as no direct text-
book exposition could give. The first volume is particularly full of in-
teresting matter. 
Koehler, Wolfgang 
The mentality of apes. [Tr. 1925, Winter.] 
Interesting both for its examples of monkey processes of thought, and 
its adumbration of "configuration-psychology." The latter is also 
expounded in the author's Gestalt psychology, and in Kurt Koffka's able 
Growth of mind [Tr., 1925], which concerns child psychology. 
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Kroeber, Alfred L. 
Anthropology. 1923. 
Perhaps the best general introduction to this subject -but see the 
comment in the introduction to this list. There is also a book of illustra-
tive selections to accompany this text, but in unfortunately small print. 
Laski, Harold 
Grammar of politics. 
The best book by this able defender of the theory of the "plural state." 
The student should read also the famous Introduction by Maitland to 
Otto Gierke, Political theories of the Middle Ages; and K. C. Hsiau, 
Political pluralism (1928), should also be consulted. 
Maine, Henry S. 
Ancient law. 
Still a book of very great interest, on the growth of social institutions. 
The best edition contains corrections by F. Pollock. 
Marett, Robert R. 
Anthropology. (Home U. Lib.) 
All too brief, but a little masterpiece. 
Marshall, Alfred 
Principles of economics. 
A great summing-up of the classic economics; only one volume was 
published, though marked Vol. 1. 
Martin, Everett Dean 
The meaning of a liberal education. 
A provocative and challenging book. 
Mecklin, John M. 
Introduction to social ethics. I920. 
A good survey of some, though not all, of the serious problems of Ameri-
can life. May be supplemented by such books as Andre Siegfried, 
mentioned below; W. B. Munro, Current problems in citizenship; Roscoe 
Pound, Spirit of the common law; Walter Lippmann, American inquisitors. 
Mill, John Stuart 
Utilitarianism, Liberty, etc. (Everyman's.) 
Classics that deserve rereading today, particularly his Li berty. 
Morley, John 
On compromise. 
The distilled wisdom of one of the most thoughtful of political students. 
Fine also are his French and other political and literary essays, formerly 
published under the title Critical miscellanies (4 vols.), and now re-
printed under various titles: Biographical stud-ies (especially good), 
Polit-ics and h-istory, Oracles, Critical m-iscellanies. 
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Mumford, Lewis 
Story of utopias. 1922. 
"These utopias which rise above the sea of man's discontent like light-
houses, from Plato to Walter Rathenau, are the greatest documents of 
history" (New Republic). Some of these will be found reprinted in full 
in Henry Morley (ed.), Ideal commonwealths; and the study, Education 
in utopias, by Gildo Masso, is of value. 
Miinsterberg, Hugo 
On the witness stand. 
Psychology in the court room, a readable little book. Others are F. L. 
Wellman, Art of cross-examination; Hans Gross, Criminal psychology; 
and more elaborate, The principles of judicial proof, by J. H. Wigmore. 
Newman, John Henry 
On the scope and nature of university education. (Every-
man's.) 
Newman is perhaps the most perfect writer of his own type-of English 
prose, and his Idea of a u ni versity, here reprinted, is a finished work of 
art. 
Patri, Angelo 
A schoolmaster of the great city. 1917. 
Largely autobiographical, it gives one a real appreciation of the recent 
advances in public school education in this country. An English book 
of somewhat similar interest is H. G. Wells, Story of a great schoolmaster 
(1924). 
Pollock, Fred erick and Maitland, F. W. 
History of the English law (to Edward I.). 2 vols. 
This book ought by all precedent to be heavy; but when Maitland wrote 
on law, wit and epigram sparkled. The historical section (half the first 
volume) may be read separately. Pollock, First book of jurisprudena 
(Ed . 3, 1911), is a fine beginner's book. 
Quick, Robert H. 
Essays on the educational reformers. 1890. 
A good book for readers interested in the history of education, a subject 
the importance of which is too often overlooked except by specialists. 
Richmond, Mary Ellen 
Social diagnosis. 1917. 
How social case work is now done - a new scientific profession. F. 
H. Giddings, Scientific study of human society (1924), evaluates ably the 
general methods for scientific investigation in these fields. 
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Russell, Bertrand 
Proposed roads to freedom. 1919. 
A little book, very clear and simple, even called naively idealistic, that 
gives one the essentials of syndicalism, socialism, and anarchism. Other 
little books of great value along the same lines are Communism (Home 
U. Lib.), by Harold Laski, and The economic basis of politics, by Charles 
Beard. It is desirable to read them all. 
Siegfried, Andre 
America comes of age. [Tr. 1927, Hemming.] 
Most clever, though almost too facile, generalizations concerning the 
American mind, as it reveals itself in the Ku Klux and the Volstead 
Act, the Republican Party and the Rotary Clubs. America has come of 
age physically, but not spiritually. 
Spencer, Herbert 
Principles of sociology (3 vols.); or, Principles of ethics 
(2 vols.). 
Spencer is not read as much as he should be, for he is full of interesting 
details. "The noise of facts resounds through all his chapters, the 
citations of fact never cease" (Wm. James). 
Spender, John A. 
Public life. I925. 2 vols. 
By a journalist of prominence, it is "an admirable example -of the cool 
thinking of the English Liberal school," and especially in the second 
volume, it gives a living sense of the English politics of today. 
Sumner, William G. 
Folkways. 
A book crowded with unusual and entertaining information about 
fashions and customs, altogether a remarkable work on human habits 
and absurdities. Another such work of note is Westermarck, History 
of human marriage (Rev. ed., 3 vols.). 
Tawney, Richard H. 
The acquisitive society. 1920. 
"He advocates revolutionary doctrines with temperateness and a 
seasoned mind. He writes of the 'nemesis of industrialism,' but with 
no trace of fanaticism" (R. B. Perry). 
Thomas, William I. (ed.) 
Source book for social origins. 1909. 
A very readable collection of extracts on anthropology, perhaps the 
best book of its sort. 
Tylor, Edward B. 
Primitive culture. 2 vols. 
Remains a great classic of anthropology, and a book that still holds 
the reader. 
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Veblen, Thorstein 
Theory of the leisure class. 
Written in a curiously ironical style, its examination into the social 
ill-effects of the wealth-standard of human worth sets one thinking. 
Wallas, Graham 
Human nature in politics. 1909. 
He knows politics from the inside, and turns it inside out. His most 
famous book is perhaps his The great society, though there is much in-
teresting detail in Our sociat heritage, and Art of thought. 
Ward, Lester F. 
Applied sociology. 
Worth careful attention for its handling of certain problems of education 
and social progress. Some prefer his Dynamic sociology (2 vols.). Another 
good book is E. A. Ross, Principles of sociology, rich in details, if some-
what incoherent in arrangement. 
Webb, Sidney and Beatrice 
Constitution for the Socialist Commonwealth of Great 
Britain. 
"The Webbs have really written a big book . . . With clear eyes they 
face the terrible tangle of realities" (Chas. A. Beard). Their Industriol 
democracy is a readable and valuable, but very lengthy book. 
Woodworth, Robert S. 
Dynamic psychology. 1918. 
As good a book as there is, for a brief survey introducing the reader to 
modern psychology. Charles K. Ogden, The meaning of psychology, 
is more special and advanced; E. J. Swift, Psychology and the day's 
work, more popular. Then there are books from peculiar standpoints, 
such as J. B. Watson, Psychology from the standpoint of a behaviorisl 
(Ed. 2, 1924)- but the list of psychology books is immense. 
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CLASS 3· Philosophy and Religion. 
Introduction. 
The popularly written book on these subjects is peculiarly 
likely to be one-sided or trivial. Selection, therefore, must be made 
with caution, and the reader must not hope to reach the heart of 
such subjects without concentration on his part. 
Some works of great scholarship are also readable, if the 
student will put forth a little effort. Among these are: S. R. 
Driver, Introduction to the literature of the Old Testament; James 
Moffatt, Introduction to the literature of the New Testament; 
C. R. Gregory, Canon and text of the New Testament; Adolf 
Harnack, History of dogma (7 vols.). In philosophy, some of the 
great works, such as those of Kant, are so difficult as to call for 
a prior mental training, and though the student may be referred 
to guides into the intricacies of such authors, like Edward Caird, 
Critical philosophy of Kant (2 vols.), or Paulsen, Kant, the road 
at best is hard. The same is true of some modern writers, for 
instance Francis Bradley, in his Principles of logic (2 vols., Ed. 2) 
and Appearance and reality, or Charles Peirce, Chance, love and 
logic. It means something of a men ta1 strain to follow the 
writing of C. D. Broad, such as The mind and its place in nature, 
or most of the works of A. N. Whitehead, or the translations from 
the German of Lange, History of materialism, and Vaihinger, 
The philosophy of "as if." 
Our list is neither inclusive nor final. We might have in-
cluded certain additional theological works: Augustine, City of 
God; Schleiermacher, On religion and Soliloquies; or McTaggart, 
Some dogmas of religion; Hatch, Influence of Greek ideas on the 
Christian church. Some one-volume history of the Christian 
church might well be added, such as that by Williston Walker, 
in pedestrian style; or by Guignebert, written in skeptical mood, 
and badly translated; or perhaps better, that by G. L. Hurst, 
Outline of the history of Christian literature. Books on mythology, 
like Bulfinch, Age of fable, might have been included, or perhaps 
some duller and more learned ones. 
In philosophy we might have included many more, such, 
for instance, as Latta's excellent book on Leibniz, or Wilmon 
Sheldon's peculiar critical history of philosophy, The strife of 
systems, unfortunately now out of print. We have selected what 
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seemed on the whole the most typical or famous of the readable 
books. Those who want to know more about the great classic 
philosophers may now be referred to the well-made volumes of 
selections from their works to be found in Scribners' Modem 
Student's Library. 
Of the books that follow, we recommend to the beginner 
the main title mentioned under: Descartes, Durant, Ellis, 
Hoernle, Huxley, James (Varieties), Kent, Lecky, Nietzsche, 
Noyes, Patrick, Plato, Royce, Russell (Selected papers), Santayana 
(Soliloquies), Schiller, Singer, Sorley, Stephen (Apology), Warren. 
Philosophy and Religion Booklist. 
Arnold, E. Vernon 
Roman Stoicism. 1911. 
This is about the best book in English on the whole history of the Stoic 
school. The first chapter may well be omitted. A good book on the whole 
philosophical situation of the period is Paul E. More, Hellenistic 
phiJ,osophies (1923). 
Aurelius Antoninus, Marcus 
Meditations. [Tr. Casaubon.] 
This is the Everyman's Library edition, but the same is available in 
many editions, with such titles as: Memoirs; M. Aurelius to himself; 
Thoughts; etc. These half-pathetic utterances of the great Stoic Em-
peror may be compared with the sturdy Stoicism of Epictetus, MoraJ 
tliscourses, etc. 
Bacon, Francis 
Advancement of learning. 
The first important treatise on science or philosophy in English. The 
author promptly translated it into Latin, that it might have a future. 
This book, and the Novum organum, especially Book I, are still worth 
reading. 
Bergson, Henri 
Creative evolution. [Tr. Mitchell.] 
His most famous book, though less valued by philosophers than his 
MaUer and memory. He claims to be a more thoroughly evolutionist 
philosopher than Spencer, and places intuition above intellect. Perhaps 
the beginner should try first the biography and selections, Henri Bergs01 
(1914), by A. Ruhe and N. M. Paul; or Bergson's doctrine of intuiti011, 
by A. A. Luce (1922). 
Berkeley, George 
Philosophical works, edited by Fraser. Vol. 1. 
There are other editiol'ls, including Fraser, Selections from Berkeley. 
The paradoxical Bishop and his mentalist philosophy have stirred many 
a person to take thought about the nature of knowledge. 
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Bewer, Julius A. 
Literature of the Old Testament in its historical develop-
ment. 
A readable literary history of the Old Testament. There is an excellent 
shorter book by George Foot Moore in the Home U. Library. 
Cliftord, William Kingdon 
Lectures and essays. 2 vols. 
A remarkable mathematician and a man with a genius for popular 
exposition, Clifford here indulges in some bold philosophical specula-
tions. 
Descartes, Rene 
Discourse on method. [Tr.] 
Still read in French schools, as recommending that clarity and order 
which have been so characteristic of French writers since Descartes. 
Duchesne, L. M. 0 . 
Early history of the Christian church. [Tr., 1909-24.] 3 vols. 
Though there are crudities in the translation, it is as readable as such a 
work can be made, and authoritative as well. Written by a Roman 
Catholic high in the Church, it has been put on the Index. Francis 
Legge, Forerunners and rivals of Christianity (2 vols.), is best on some of 
the byways of Persian and other religions. 
Durant, Will 
Story of philosophy. 
Durant has selected what is interesting rather than what is profound, 
and the scale and proportions are therefore peculiar. He writes well on 
Voltaire, and on Schopenhauer and Nietzsche, and rather badly on the 
earliest and latest periods. There is a very short history of philosophy 
in Everyman's, by C. C. J. Webb, which is as well done as Durant, 
but is perhaps too rapid a "gallop through the ages." 
Ellis, Havelock 
Dance of life. 1923. 
Life as an art, and the dance as its symbol: "to read it is to refresh 
oneself at the springs of humanism" (Charles A. Bennett). Ellis 
writes pleasingly also in his Little essays of love and virtue, and his writings 
on sex psychology are considered very improper and eagerly devoured. 
Farquhar, John N. 
Modern religious movements in India. 
"The facts have been collated with searching thoroughness; their 
evaluations are keenly discriminating" (Am. Jour. of Theol.). 
Fichte, J. G. 
Vocation of man. [Tr. Smith.] 
An interesting sample of German idealism, by the philosopher of moral 
duty. 
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Fite, Warner 
Moral philosophy. 1925. 
Not a systematic textbook, but a remarkable defense of individualistic: 
idealism, and expression of a temperamental dislike for science. 
Fowler, William Warde 
Religious experience of the Roman people. 1911. 
The best book on its topic, it makes a difficult subject easy. The begin-
ner may well read first the stimulating book, The ancient city, by N. D. 
Fustel de Coulanges. 
Galloway, George 
Philosophy of religion. 1914. 
A competent and close-packed book for students, treating of the nature 
and validity of religion. 
Gomperz, Theodor 
Greek thinkers. [Tr., Berry and Magnus.] 4 vols. 
The best book for the reader who wants to consider Greek philosophy 
as an element in Greek culture. But the first volume is badly translated, 
and one should read, instead, John Burnet, Greek philosophy: Thaks 
to Plato. Other suggestions are M. E. J. Taylor, Greek philosophy; 
and B. A. G. Fuller, Greek philosophy; as well as Burnet's more detailed 
work, Early Greek philosophy. 
Hegel, G. W. F. 
Philosophy of history. [Tr.] 
A notable book, and as much Hegel as most readers can stand. Anyone 
who wants more might try W. T. Stace, The philosophy of Hegel (1924), 
which surveys all his works. 
Hoernle, R. F. A. 
Matter, life, mind and God. 1923. 
This is a valuable guide for the beginner in recent philosophy, easy to 
read, and with helpful references to further reading. His Idealism as a 
Philosophy (1927) is about as good an introduction as there is to this 
type of thought, which is so perplexing to the beginner, but such a book 
calls for careful reading. 
Hopkins, Edward W. 
History of religions. 1919. 
It has a sequel, Origin and evolution of religions, both volumes being 
written with a severe detachment and a full scholarship. This is prob-
ably the best single volume history of religions. 
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Hugel, Friedrich von 
Mystical element in religion. (New ed., 1923.) 2 vols. 
"If not the last word, certainly the fullest word" on mysticism, and 
hence not easy reading. For the pros and cons of mysticism, it is worth 
while to compare the enthusiastic Arthur E. Waite, Lamps of Western 
mysticism (1923) with the critical James H. Leuba, Psychology of religious 
mysticism (1925). E. C. Butler, Western mysticism. is a fine book from 
the Roman standpoint; as are the books of Rufus Jones from the Quaker. 
Von Hiigel has another remarkable book, on the subject, Eternal life. 
Hume, David 
Treatise of human nature. (Ed. by Green and Gross.) 
2 vols. 
Often considered the greatest work of English philosophy. Reads 
easily, but one needs some prior knowledge of philosophy. 
Huxley, Thomas Henry 
Methods and results, and other essays. 
His most permanently important essays, defending his interpretation 
of the methods of science. Of his other writings, the reader will prob-
ably find most stimulation in his essay on Evolution and ethics, and his 




As John Dewey has said about this book, "It is more likely to take place 
as a philosophical classic than any other writing of our day." The essays 
in his Will to believe have been perhaps even more influenti~l, and among 
them the one on "determinism" has been ranked by Royce and others 
as the best thing James ever wrote. Then there is a good book of se-
lections in the Modern Library. James writes extremely well, yet some 
readers find him curiously baffling. 
James, William 
Varieties of religious experience. 
Has been called "religious slumming," for its emphasis on examples 
of religious cranks, but an influential book notwithstanding. 
Johnston, Reginald F. 
Buddhist China. 1914. 
A work of great ability and sympathy, and one which is "something 
like a higher education in Buddhism." 
a Kempis, Thomas 
Imitation of Christ. [Tr. in Everyman's.] 
A famous book of devotion, mystic pantheism masking itself as Christi-
anity; it is a book that will appeal to only certain sorts of readers. 
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Kent, Charles F. (ed.) 
Historical Bible. 6 vols. 
One of the best possible books for the general reader who wants the 
Bible presented with the apparatus of scholarship but not overweighted 
by commentary. 
Laird, John 
Problems of the self. 1917. 
An excellent philosophical work, reviewing modern ideas about the 
soul, etc. 
Lecky, William E. H. 
History of European morals. 2 vols. 
Chapter 1 may well be omitted. The historical part which follows makes 
a fascinating book. A remarkable collection of facts concerning Rome 
at the time when Christianity was rising to power. 
Locke, John 
Essay concerning human understanding. 
May be read in full, or in selections, the great edition being by Fraser. 
The Essay is not hard to read, and is one of the most famous of all philo-
sophical books. The little Conduct of the understanding should also be 
read; it contains some excellent suggestions about education. 
Lotze, Hermann 
Microcosmus. [Tr.] 
This book, a sort of popular survey of philosophy, looks unnecessarily 
forbidding. It is well translated and readable, and will please a philo-
sophically-minded reader. 
McDougall, William 
:aody and mind. 
An excellent study of this problem of the relation of body and mind, 
better critically than it is constructively. 
Martineau, James . 
Types of ethical theory. (Ed. 3) 2 vols. 
A history of ethics, leading up to his own intuitionist theory, written 
with youthful vigor at the age of eighty. "His estate is wide, full of 
winding roads, of pleasant views, of gardens, and of thickets" (Royce). 
Henry Sidgwick, Methods of ethics, and T. H. Green, Prolegomena, are 
the other two great ethical works of the later 19th century in England. 
Masaryk, T. G. 
Spirit of Russia. [Tr. 1919, Paul.] 2 vols. 
A sort of intellectual history of Russia, by President Masaryk of Czecho-
Slovakia. Has been called an epoch-making work, but in English it is 
rather hard reading. 
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Mill, John Stuart 
System of logic. Books III and VI. 
Readable in spite of the ugly format in which it is often printed, it is 
one of the great books in its influence on 19th century thought. 
Mill, John Stuart 
Three essays on religion. 
By a man who would have liked to be religious, but found the church 
religion distasteful. These essays may be usefully compared with the 
famous Dialogues concerning natural religion, by David Hume. 
Montague, William P. 
Ways of knowing. 1925. 
One of the few popular books on the theory of knowledge, it is open to 
criticism at a number of points, which may stir the thoughtful reader to 
a useful exercise of his wits. 
Moore, George Foot 
History of religions. Vol. 1 (1913), Non-Jewish. 
On Brahminism, Buddhism, and the like, this book is excellent, but 
emphasizes chiefly the philosophical side. So it overlaps the excellent 
History of Indian philosophy, by S. Dasgupta (1 vol. published, 1922), 
and L. de Ia Vallee Poussin, Bouddhisme (1909, in French). 
Myers, F. W. H. 
Human personality and its survival of bodily death. 2 
vol. ed. 
A survey of spiritualistic and supernatural phenomena, by one who 
believed there was a basis of truth to be found there. This large edition 
is interesting because of its detailed examples, though the resulting 
size of the volumes may frighten some prospective readers. 
Newman, John Henry 
Grammar of assent. 1870. 
Though not widely read, this book contains some of his finest prose, 
and a remarkable defense of faith a!J against reason. 
Nietzsche, Friedrich 
What Nietzsche taught. Selections edited by W. H. Wright. 
Gives a good idea of the contents of each of his books, and so is a basis 
for further reading, if desired. No writer is more suggestive of new 
ideas to the thoughtful reader than Nietzsche, though also none is less 
systematic or consistent. 
NUsson, Martin P. 
History of Greek religion. [Tr. Fielden.] 
Best one-volume work, most attractive and well translated. Lewis R. 
Farnell's great work is too long for the ordinary reader; but his Greece 
and Babylon may stand beside Nilsson and Rohde. 
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Noyes, Carleton E. 
Genius of Israel. 1924. 
An interpretation of Hebrew history as revealed in the Scriptures. 
Somewhat similar are John M. P. Smith, Moral life of the H ebrews 
(1923), and H. P. Smith, listed below. 
Oesterley, William D. E. and Box, G. H. 
Religion and worship of the synagogue. 1907. 
A book of impartial information for the ordinary reader, written by 
Gentiles. 
Otto, Max Carl 
Things and ideals. I 924. 
Philosophical essays, best perhaps in their statement of the problem of 
the relation of science with religion. 
Pascal, Blaise 
Thoughts. [Tr.] 
Collected and published after Pascal's death (1670). In them "he strikes 
the highest note of religious passion." His Provincial letters were a bril-
liant attack on the Jesuits. 
Patrick, G. T. W. 
The world and its meaning. 
Also called, in the student's edition, Introduction to philosophy. It in-
troduces the beginner to almost the whole range of philosophical prob-
lems, though it does not settle any, but talks pleasantly about them. 
Perry, Ralph Barton 
The present conflict of ideals. 1918. 
Written in war time, it preserves traces of that period in its emphases. 
It ranges with encyclopedic completeness from the influence of science 
on thought to the psychology of nations. 
Plato 
Dialogues. [Tr. Jowett.] 5 vols. 
May be read complete, or in selected dialogues (there are good books of 
selections by Demos and by Edman). The great poet-philosopher of 
Greece, artist in style, and one who "makes havoc with all our originali-
ties," is one of the essentials of a real education. George Grote, Plato 
and other companions of Socrates (3 vols.), is clever at summarizing Plato, 
and may be helpful, provided one does not omit to read Plato direct. 
Pollock, Frederick 
Spinoza, his life and philosophy. 
The great Spinoza is doubtless better approached by first reading so 
admirable a book about him, rather than plunging directly into the 
Ethics, or even the Modern Library selections. 
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Poole, R. Lane 
Illustrations of the history of medieval thought and learning. 
(Ed. 2, I92o.) 
A book that makes no pretensions, yet manages to be almost the best 
history of early medieval thought. 
Pratt, James B. 
Religious consciousness. I 920. 
Emphasis on the normal rather than the abnormal. He "knows his 
subject and he knows how to write about it." Professor Pratt has also 
studied extensively the thought of India, as may be seen in such books 
as India and its faiths (1915), which deals with India today. 
Renan, Ernest 
Life of Jesus. [Tr.] 
A biography famous because of its picturesque style and descriptive 
power. Marcus Aurelius is perhaps the best of his historical works; 
and he wrote a notable autobiography of his childhood, and an en-
thusiastic book on the Future of science. 
Rohde, Erwin 
Psyche. [Tr. I925.] 
Deals with Greek ideas of immortality. The main text is most delightful, 
though the notes may unnecessarily frighten the unlearned reader. 
Royce, Josiah 
Spirit of modern philosophy. 
His most readable book, containing a brilliant survey of modern philos-
ophy, and an exposition of his own idealism. His ablest work is The 
world and the individual (2 vols.), repetitious but full of ideas, not for the 
beginner. His Problem of Christianity, (2 vols.) stresses the social aspect 
of Christianity and Royce's own social idealism, and will appeal to 
students interested in theology. 
Russell, Bertrand 
Philosophy. I 927. 
An acute summary and digest of his own philosophical ideas, but a little 
difficult for the average reader. 
llussell, Bertrand 
Selected papers. (Modern Library.) 
Contains most admirable selections from his previous writings, and is 
a book that will delight any thoughtful reader. 
Santayana, George 
Little essays, ed. by L. P. Smith. 
Selections from all his earlier books, many of which are worth reading 
in full, as for instance his Three philosophical poets, and Winds of doctrine, 
but he is an author from whom selections are rather effective. Of his 
recent books, the Dialogues in limbo (1925) is a real work of art. 
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Santayana, George 
Soliloquies in England. 1922. 
Essays of which the cadenced style is superb, the subjects diverse, 
but those that touch on other men's books and works of art are best. 
Schiller, F. C. S. 
Problems of belief. 
An interesting subject, cleverly handled by the leading English prag-
matist philosopher. 
Schopenhauer, Arthur 
World as will and idea. [Tr., Haldane and Kemp.] 3 vols. 
The chief work of the great pessimist philosopher, well translated. The 
translation by Saunders of his Essays leaves much to be desired and 
hinders the effect. There are good volumes of selections by Parker and 
by Durant. 
Schweitzer, Albert 
Quest of the historical Jesus. [Tr. Montgomery, ed. 2, 1922.] 
Reviews the biographies of Jesus since 1768, in a way that is attractive, 
but calls for careful reading. The present opinion of scholars is perhaps 
best summarized in Shirley ]. Case's biography (1927). 
Singer, Edgar A. 
Modern thinkers and present problems. 1923. 
His modern thinkers go back to Bruno, Spinoza, Kant, and Hume. 
But he makes them living personalities, and writes quite informally 
about them. 
Smith, Henry Preserved 
The religion of Israel, an historical study. 1914. 
The most comprehensive single volume work on Old Testament times. 
Smith, William Robertson 
Lectures on the religion of the Semites: Fundamental 
institutions. 
One of a number of permanently valuable works by a great Semitic 
scholar. 
Sorley, William R. 
History of English philosophy. 1920. 
Reprinted from the Cambridge history of English literature, it is easily 
the best on the subject, and although brief is remarkably inclusive. 
Spencer, Herbert 
First principles. 
Spencer is much more interesting rea<Ing than seems generally granted, 
though it is just in first principles that he i5~ weakest. This book is 
therefore a good one to test out one's powers of philosophical criticism, 
checking up later by consulting James Ward, Naturalism and agnost~ 
cism (2 vols.), though one need not agree with Ward either. 




Merciless criticism of accepted religious views, a better book than any-
thing of the kind by Huxley or Ingersoll. 
Stephen, Leslie 
History of English thought in the 18th century. 2 vols. 
His greatest book, and an able one indeed, but of more interest to those 
who already know something of the 18th century. 
Stevenson, Margaret 
Heart of Jainism. 1915. 
The Jains are an influential group in contemporary India, though small 
in numbers. It has been said of this book that it "carries erudition, 
not as a load, but as an ornament." 
Stewart, John A. 
Myths of Plato. 1905. 
Brings together the famous allegories, and translates them with com-
ments, which are a good introduction to the Dialogues wherein they are 
found. A good study of a puzzling aspect of Plato is found in the author's 
little book, Plato's doctrine of Ideas. 
Taylor, A. E. 
Plato, the man and his work. 1926. 
For the student the best book about Plato. The general reader will 
find pleasure in his brief books, Plato (Philosophies Ancient and Modern 
Series), and Platonism and its influence (Our Debt Series). Taylor's 
little Aristotle (in The People's Books) is quite delightful, considering 
the subject. 
arren, Henry C. 
Buddhism in translation. 1896. 
For the reader who likes glimpses into strange types of mind, this book 
makes enthralling reading. 
Whittaker, T. 
Neo-Platonists. (Ed. 2, 1917.) 
Like Inge, Philosophy of Plotinus (2 vols.), a book for the student, but 
necessary to anyone who would understand the great currents of philos-
ophy in the Middle Ages and after. 
icksteed, P. H. 
The reactions between dogma and philosophy. 1920. 
An able summing up of the point of view of Aquinas, at the culmination 
of the Middle Ages. Not hard reading, though most students will 
sidestep the occasional sections containing notes in Latin. A good 
student's book is The philosophy of Saint Thomas Aquinas, by Etienne 
Gilson, whose excellent history of medieval philosophy is unfortunately 
not available in English. 
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Windelband, Wilhelm 
History of philosophy. [Tr. Tufts.] 
Presupposes a prior general outline of the history of thought, because of 
its topical and only semi-chronological arrangement. Not easy, but few 
books will more richly repay careful reading. Easier to read is Rudolph 
Eucken, The problem of human life, a rapid survey of the history of 
philosophy, like Durant (mentioned above). 
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CLASS 4· History. 
Introduction. 
There are great difficulties in any list of recommendations 
for history reading, due partly to the immense field, partly to the 
overlapping with texts used in history courses, but most of all 
to the fact that some of the greatest subjects are nowhere in-
terestingly treated, and some of the greatest books overlap 
one another in treating some very restricted subject. 
For the student specially interested in history there are 
recommendations which can be made for rounding out his studies. 
He should read W. Watkin Davies, How to read history, and 
possibly G. P. Gooch, History and historians of the 19th century, 
and A. Guilland, Modern Germany and her historians [Tr., 1915]. 
He should also have read one or another book on historical 
methods, such as Langlois and Seignobos, Introduction to the 
study of history [Tr.], or Allan Johnson, Historian and historical 
evidence, or John M. Vincent, Historical research. The long-
promised Guide to historical literature (ed., G. M. Dutcher) is 
still in process of editing. 
Again, if one is specially interested in history, there are 
various texts with which one ought to be acquainted. For in-
stance, to select from one field only, there are G. B. Adams, 
Civilization during the Middle Ages; Ephraim Emerton, Intro-
duction to the study of the Middle Ages; James Harvey Robinson, 
Introduction to the history of Western Europe (2 vols., 1924-6). 
Again, such old works as Guizot, History of civilization in Europe, 
and Seebohm, English village community, retain a considerable 
value, if read in a recently annotated edition. 
Again, the special student of history ought not merely to 
be acquainted with some of the great classics which are included 
on our main list below, but he ought to have dipped into certain 
other great works of history. For example: 
Freeman, Norman conquest. 6 vols. (Vol. 3, Chap. XV.) 
Froude, History of England. (Everyman's ed., the volume 
on Mary, and Vol. 5 on Elizabeth, Chaps. 33 to 37.) 
Gregorovius, City of Rome in the Middle Ages. 13 vols. 
(The text is divided into Books. Read Chapter 7 of 
Books 6, 8, ro, 12, and Chapters 6 and 7 of Book 13.) 
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Grote, History of Greece. II vols. (Chaps. 3I, 45, 67-68, 
92-94·) 
Lea, History of the Inquisition. 8 vols. (Middle Ages. 
Read Book I, Chaps. 9 to 14, Book III, Chaps. 5 to 9· 
In Spain. Book I, Chaps. 1 to 4, and Books 6 and 7.) 
MacMaster, History of the people of the U.S. 9 vols. to date. 
(Dip in almost anywhere, especially in the early vol-
umes.) 
Henry Adams, History of the U. S., r8or-1817. 9 vols. 
(A great work, and one should read at least parts of it.) 
Rhodes, History of the U. S., I850-77. 7 vols. (Vols. I and 
2.) 
Stubbs, Constitutional history of England. 3 vols. (A great 
work, but most readers would profit by starting with 
the inclusive single volume with this title by G. B. 
Adams.) 
In our previous edition we included many books on interest· 
ipg special fields of history. We have here left them out of our 
main list, but since they are of real interest, we offer the list 
without comment at this point. 
Brinkley (or Longford or Murdock), History of Japan. 
H. F. Brown, Studies in the history of Venice. 2 vols. 
R. Dozy, Spanish Islam. [Tr.] 
Herbert Fisher, England under Henry VII and Henry VIII. 
(Hunt & Poole, Vol. 5.) 
Nansen, In northern mists. 2 vols. [Tr.] 
E. Pears, The fall of Constantinople. 
1. H. Rose, Life of William Pitt. 
Vincent Smith, Oxford history of India (or A. A. MacDonell, 
India's past.). 
W. 0. Stevens and A. Westcott, History of sea power. 
F. G. Stokes (ed. and tr.),Epistolae obscurorum virorum. 
Mark Sykes, Caliph's last heritage. 
Swettenham, British Malaya. 
Tarn, Hellenistic civilization. 
Thayer, Life of Cavour. 2 vols. 
Geo. M. Trevelyan, England under the Stuarts. 
Mary W. Williams, Social Scandinavia in the Viking age. 
The Yale Chronicles of America Series is simple and excellent 
in its topical volumes; the Yale Pageant of America Series is best 
so far in the volume on Architecture. 
On current history it is hard to give references of any per· 
manent value, Italy, Russia, and China especially, but on the 
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last two Edward A. Ross will serve for a temporary reference. 
One who wants to be up-to-date must doubtless have dipped 
into that phantasmagoria of ideas and nonsense, Spengler, 
Decline of the West, 2 vols. The new co-operative Universal 
hi story of the world, edited by J. A. Hammerton, promises to be 
of great merit. 
Having gotten the above suggestions for the specially in-
terested student out of our system, we may turn to our booklist, 
which is meant to be rather miscellaneous, both classics and recent 
works, and is intended for the person who has not been a great 
reader of history, but who wants to try what is to be found 
there. We are thinking of one who is reading with no set purpose 
of covering all phases of the past, and not with any expectation 
of passing examinations, but who wishes to give history writing 
its best possible chance of interesting him, and becoming for 
him a source of future enjoyments. Let him refrain from con-
demning our list if the first book he selects does not appeal to 
him, for interests differ much, but let him try again. We recom-
mend, however, especially for first reading, the following: 
Breasted (Ancient times), Buckle, Davis, Giles, Harrison, 
Lawrence, Lee, Macaulay (Essays), Masefield, Motley, Myres, 
Parkman, Prescott, Robinson, Sullivan, Wells. 
History Booklist. 
Beard, Charles A. and Mary R. 
Rise of American civilization. 1927. 2 vols. 
An interpretation of the history of the United States, perhaps not better 
than some others and a bit too sarcastic at times, but flowing along with 
a verve tnd pungency that makes good reading. 
Boissonnade, Prosper M. 
Life and work in medieval Europe. [Tr. 1927, E. Power.] 
An amazing synthesis, that perhaps attempts too much in one volume, 
and shows some French bias. But no other book in English can compare 
with it in its own field. 
Bowers, Claude G. 
Jefferson and Hamilton. 1925. 
An epic of twelve years' struggle, written with sympathy for Jefferson, 
but with fairness and dramatic power. 
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Breasted, James Henry 
Ancient times. 1916. 
Also reprinted, with revisions and fine illustrations, as The conquest 
of civilization. It is the most brilliant brief general survey of ancient 
history in English. Rostovtzeff, History of the ancient world, 2 vols., 
is remarkable for its illustrations, and for its excellent review of Roman 
history in volume 2. The glory that was Greece, and The grandeur that was 
Rome, by John C. Stobart, are also finely illustrated and well written 
volumes. But Breasted is first choice. 
Breasted, James Henry 
History of Egypt. (Ed. 2, rev., 1909.) 
Easily the best as well as the most readable volume on the subject. 
Along with it may be mentioned the author's Development of religion 
and thought in ancient Egypt (1912), and A. Moret, The Nile [Tr. 1927]. 
Buckle, Henry 
History of civilization in England. 2 vols. 
Buckle never got further than his introduction concerning the back-
ground of civilization. He needs to be read critically, but after many 
years there is still no introduction to history or sociology which so 
sweeps the reader away by its cleverness, its readableness, and its 
enthusiasm. 
Bury, John B. 
A history of freedom of thought. 1913. (Home U. Library.) 
The author hates religious intolerance, and uses much of his text to say 
so. But it does not have quite the gloomy anti-religious bias of Winwood 




A masterpiece of impressionism, titanic, willful, explosive, to which 
of course one does not go for the facts. It is good to read Madelin first. 
Channing, Edward 
History of the United States. 6 vols. published. 
"In scholarship the work easily leads any other attempt of the kind." 
Surveys the whole history from the voyages of discovery, and has reached 
the Civil War. It is a book for those who want the facts. Selections 
possible. 
Childe, Vere Gordon 
Dawn of European civilization. [Tr. 1926.] 
Treats of pre-historic Europe, with a grasp of detail, a wealth of learning, 
and a breadth of view that astonishes. 
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Churchill, Winston L. S. 
World crisis, I9r6-r918. 2 vols. 
His reminiscences of the World War make the most graphic history of 
the period yet written. His prejudice is obvious and immense, but his 
opinion that the leaders of Europe were all, with the exception of Church-
ill, criminally idiotic, seems fairly well established - except as regards 
the exception. 
Cromer, (Earl of) 
Modern Egypt. (r or 2 vol. ed.) 
Story of English interference, told with statesman-like grasp of the 
problem of dealing with an intractable foreign people. 
Davis, William Stearns 
Life on a medieval barony. 
He writes quite entertainingly, in semi-fiction form. He has written 
other books of a similar sort, all of them cleverly done, as for instance, 
Beauty of the purple, which pictures Constantinople in the days of Leo 
the !saurian. 
Dickinson, Goldsworthy Lowes 
International anarchy, 1904-14. 1926. 
As Churchill impales the idiots during the Great War, this book shows 
what international insanity brought the war about. Another book of 
similar interest, but covering a longer period, is Imperialism and world 
politics (1927), by Parker T. Moon. 
Froissart 
Chronicles, 1326-1400. [Tr.] 
An unrivaled picture of the chivalry of France in the author's own life-
time. Best translation is by Berners (abridged by G. C. Macaulay). 
George, M. Dorothy 
London life in the 18th century. 1925. 
Expands Macaulay's famous third chapter. Though referring to fifty 
years later, when things were improving, you get a ghastly picture of 
the life of the London poor: every fourth house a gin-shop, and boot-
leggers in between; the sixteen hour day, with holidays off for hangings; 
and the average length of life was eleven years. 
Gibbon, Edward 
Decline and fall of Rome. Edited by J. Bury. 7 vols. 
One of the greatest of historical works, covering the whole civilized 
world of the period, 98 to 1500 A. D. Gibbon is unfair to the Eastern 
Roman Empire and to Christianity, yet the latter furnishes material 
for some of his most vigorous chapters, such as 15, 16, 23, and Justinian 
for still others, 40 to 44. Other selections might include chapter 34 
(Attila), and chapters 49, 50, 51, 58,68 (the conflict with Mohammedan-
ism), and the closing summary, chapter 71. A work less brilliant, but 
valuable as a supplement to Gibbon, is Milman, History of Latin Christi-
anity (9 vols.), of which one may recommend especially Vol. 2, Book 
III, Chapter 7; Vol. 4, Bk. VII, Chaps. 1, 2, 3, 6; Vol. 6, Bk. IX, Chaps 
9 and 10. 
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Giles, Herbert Allen 
Civilization of China. (Home U. Lib.) 
"An admirable and intimate little treatise," sympathetic and never 
dull. 
Glotz, Gustave 
Aegean civilization. [Tr. 1926, Dobie and Riley.] 
One of the most interesting of recent historical works, telling the story 
revealed by the excavations in Crete, etc., of a great pre-Greek civiliza. 
tion. 
Green, John Richard 
Short history of the English people. 
A history of society, and not of wars and politics; it is justly renowned. 
His longer history is less good. 
Harrison, Fred erick 
The meaning of history, and other historical pieces. I 894-
Thoughtful essays, stimulating to a wider reading of history. A book 
for the student planning future history reading. 
Haskins, Charles Homer 
Normans in European history. 1915. 
A neat piece of popularization, by a specialist in this field. The auth<r 
has recently (1927) written an attractive book on the Renaissance of 
the 12th century. 
Huizinga, J. 
Waning of the Middle Ages. [Tr., 1924.] 
A chaotic assemblage of strange facts and keen comments, the book 
"virtually defies classification." Not for first reading. 
Jusserand, J. A. A. J. 
English wayfaring life in the Middle Ages. [Tr ., L. T. 
Smith. New ed., 1921.] 
"It is a classic, and a classic that never bores." 
Kenton, Edna (ed.) 
The Jesuit relations: letters from Jesuit missions, 1610-1791. 
These interesting letters have long been hidden in the gigantic complete 
edition, but now may be enjoyed in this well-made selection (1925). 
They deal with early North America. 
Lawrence, T. E. 
Revolt in the desert. 1926. 
One of the most thrilling tales of the World War, incredible but true. 
The soul of the desert is in it, and the wild excitement of battle. Law. 
renee of Arabia is like a character out of the realms of romance. We 
may visit the other side of the battle front at a slightly earlier timt 
with Raphael de Nogales, Four years beneath the crescent, a mem<W 
that damns both Turk and Arab by a calm relation of what he saw. 
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Lee, Sidney L. 
Great Englishmen of the 16th century. 1905. 
The introduction and the essays on More and Bacon rea~h a high 
degree of excellence. 
Macaulay, Thomas B. 
Essays. 5 vols. 
Written in brilliant rhetorical style, they have done much to make the 
study of history popular. There are various complete editions, in vary-
ing numbers of volumes. Selections are of course possible. 
Macaulay, Thomas B. 
History of England. 6 vols. 
Covers only a short period, 1685-1702, but no his_tory was ever more 
graphic, rapid-flowing, and readable. No selection from it should fail 
to include the third chapter. 
Marriott, J. A. R. 
The Eastern question. (Ed. 3, 1924.) 
An exc~llent book, dealing with the history of the Balkans and Turkey. 
Masefield, John 
Gallipoli. 
The terrible Dardanelles campaign of 1915, "literature so magnificent, 
so heroic, so heartbreaking, that it sends us back to the Greek epics for 
comparison." Of the many personal reminiscence books on the Great 
War, we may mention John W. Thomason, Fix bayonets! and Thomas 
Boyd, Through the wheat, as giving us a sense of the horrors of war 
service. 
Mommsen, Theodor 
History of Rome. [Tr. Dickson; in Everyman's.] 4 vols. 
One of the great histories. A good selection is to read the closing volume 
of Mommsen, and the fourth volume of Ferrero's vivacious Greatness 
and dedine of Rome [Tr., 5 vols.]. Froude, Julius Caesar, also covers 
this same ground. 
Motley, John L. 
Rise of the Dutch Republic. 3 vols. 
One of the most vivid of histories, prejudiced indeed, but on the side 
of liberty. 
Muir, William 
Life of Mohammad. (Rev. ed., 1912, 1 vol.) 
This volume, and its successor, The Caliphate (1924 edition), gives a 
most competent survey of the rise of the Mohammedan power. 
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Myres, John Linton 
Dawn of history. (Home U. Lib.) 
A brief and admirable first book in ancient history. W. W. Davies 
recommends this book and F. S. Marvin, The living past, for first reading 
in history. 
Na tiona I History of France 
Funck-Brentano, Frantz,- Middle Ages. 
Batiffol, Louis,- Century of the Renaissance. 
Boulenger, Jacques,- Seventeenth century France. 
Madelin, Louis,- French Revolution. 
Remarkably good books, translated from the French. They may be 
read separately. The volume on Napoleon has not yet appeared in 
English, and that on The earliest times is somewhat inferior. For the 
eighteenth century, it is better to read James Breck Perkins, France 
under Louis XV (2 vols.), as well as Taine, The ancient regime, and 
Arthur Young, Travels in France and Italy (Everyman's). 
Oliveira Martins, J. P. de 
Golden age of Prince Henry the Navigator. [Tr. 1914, 
Abraham and Reynolds.) 
Anti-aristocratic in bias; long a classic. "We would rather have Senhor 
Martins with his gloomy disapproval than a more equable historian 
with less sense of drama" (Spectator). 
Olmstead, A. T. 
History of Assyria. 1923. 
Superbly printed, and a great book. One might supplement it by the 
dear account of the reading of the inscriptions, in Robert W. Rogers, 
History of Babylonia and Assyria, Vol. 1 (Ed. 2, 1915, 2 vols.), or in 
Morris Jastrow, Civilization of Babylonia and Assyria (1915), whirb 
latter also adds many interesting facts about the times and the clash 
of races. 
Parkman, Francis 
Pioneers of France in the New World. 
First in time of Parkman's enthralling series of frontier histories, which 
was followed by: The Jesuits, La Salle, The old regime, Count Frontenac, 
and Montcalm and Wolfe (2 vols.), in order of events. The author also wrote 
The conspiracy of Pontiac (2 vols.), and The Oregon trail. No fiction can 
exceed the romance of these true stories. 
Parrington, Vernon L. 
Main currents in American thought. 3 vols., 2 published 
(1927). 
A history of the United States, approached from the side of its literature, 
since 1620. Beard is the economic historian, Parrington the cultural 
one, and they are supplementary. Both more or less duplicate Schles-
inger and Fox's larger work. 
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Smith, Preserved 
Age of the Reformation. 1921. 
Not always fair or accurate as regards the Roman Catholic side, the 
book nevertheless combines comprehensive grasp with mastery of 
detail. It brings out excellently the economic and intellectual aspects 
of the period. 
Sullivan, Mark 
Our times. (2 vols. published, 1928.) 
These anecdotes are not history quite, but they are a joy to read aboul 
Perhaps they will appeal more to the older reader, who remembers just 
how it was in 1900 A. D. in the U.S. A. The work is intended to run 
4 volumes. 
Sykes, Percy M. 
History of Persia. (2 volume edition, 1921 revision.) 
"The reader is left wondering at the prodigious industry which alone 
could have produced such a book" (Hibbert Journal), for it surveys all 
Persian history, ancient and modern. Facts, rather than opinion and 
sentimelllt. 
Symonds, John Addington 
Renaissance in Italy. 7 vols. 
Brilliant essays, rather than a connected history, and a bit diffuse, but 
ever charming. Perhaps a work to be read in selections, as preference 
dictates. For the student there is Jacob Burck:hart, The civilization qJ 
the Renaissance in Italy [Tr.]; an for the ordinary reader John E. 
Sandys, Harvard lectures on the revival of learning, plus, for art and the 
"high ' Renaissance," Klaczko (entered later}. 
Taylor, Henry Osborn 
Classical heritage of the Middle Ages. (Ed. 4, 1925.) 
For the ordinary reader his most enjoyable book. It is followed by his 
Medieval mind (Ed. 4, 1925, 2 vols.), a perfect encyclopedia, almost 
too rich, but emphasizing the intellectual leaders. The ordinary reader 
is recommended to try Book V, and then Books III and IV. His Thouglll 
and expression in the 16 tk century (1920, 2 vols.) is again in the same style: 
"When he thoroughly likes his subject, Mr. Taylor is superb. One 
divines that the largest aspects of history on the one hand, and mtnute 
research on the other, irk Mr. Taylor's mind" (Nation). 
Trevelyan, George M. 
History of England. I vol. 
Presupposing that the reader knows the main facts and dates, the auth« 
writes an essay that evaluates fairly and wisely: "such pages, all fuD 
of knowledge and sanity and daylight of truth" (London Times). 
Wells, Herbert George 
The outline of history. 
Scholars demur, and his emphases are often quite wrong-headed, but 
he has brought it about that people read him who have read no 
other history. He gives the reader a sense that things have happened 
in remote regions and corners of the world, as well as in Europe. 
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CLASS S· Geography and Travel. 
Introduction. 
No literature is more interesting or more ephemeral than 
that of travel. A few great classics survive the years, but most 
of the currently interesting books are those of recent writing. 
How remote, for instance, is now the world which moved through 
George Brandes' brilliant description, Poland! 
One may travel and still stay at home, like Konrad Bercovici, 
Around the world in New York (1924), or go nowhere in particu-
lar, as in Mirror of the sea, by Joseph Conrad, or to some little 
spot otherwise quite unknown to fame, as in Rockwell Kent, 
Wilderness (1920). Travel books may be quiet descriptions of 
home life, like Mary Mitford, Our village, or Caroline Richards 
(Clarke), Village life in America; or again, they may go sweeping 
around the world with Captain Cook, and Dampier, and Anson, 
and in the Golden book of the Dutch navigators, as told by Van 
Loon; or they may take you to dwell in foreign regions, like 
Edward Morse, Japan day by day, or G. Wyman Bury, Land 
of Uz. Henry C. Adams (ed.), Travellers' tales (New ed., 1927) 
is an alluring appetizer to this great literature. But we think 
our selection below will satisfy, and we hope fascinate the reader, 
though we claim for only part of it the status of permanent 
classics. For some regions, such as Yucatan, we have not been 
satisfied with any of the books now available. Almost any first 
choice will do, but we may mention Borrow and Dana as not 
to be overlooked, and the selection in Newbolt. 
Travel Booklist. 
Baikie, James 
Life of the ancient East. 
An attractive book dealing with the work of excavation in the Near 
East. 
Bates, W. H. 
Naturalist on the Amazons. (Everyman's.) 
It is a simple story of travel and jungle life, but the background of the 
great river and the strange insects and animals make it linger in one's 
memory. 
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Beazley, Charles R. 
Dawn of modern geography. 3 vols. 
Surveys the travel literature of the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. 
A scholarly book, but one that grows more and more interesting as it 
proceeds. For classic times, there is a great work by Edward H. Bun-
bury, and for the time of the Crusades, one by J. K. Wright. 
Bell, Gertrude L. 
Syria, the desert and the sown. 
A most remarkable woman, who in this book tells how she ventured 
alone into the desert east of Palestine. A later book, From A murath to 
Amurath, deals with Mesopotamia just before the World War, and 
should be compared with Anne Blunt, Bedouin tribes of the Euphrates 
(1879). But The desert and the sown stands out pre-eminent and unique. 
Borrow, George H. 
Bible in Spain. 
Very little about the Bibles he was distributing, but a great deal about 
vagabonding in Spain, 1835-9. Borrow leads among books of Spanish 
travel, though there is much to interest the reader in Richard Ford, 
Gatherings from Spain (Everyman's), and in John Hay, Castilian days. 
Also the reader about Spain should not forget Washington Irving, 
whose Alhambra "made the place and all its memories so thoroughly 
his own.'' 
Christy, Cuthbert 
Big game and pygmies. 1924. 
Big game hunting in the Congo forests, vividly told and breathlessly 
exciting. The travel books on Africa are, of course, very numerous, 
including above all, the great classic explorers: Baker, Burton, Speke, 
Livingstone, Stanley, Boyd Alexander, Mungo Park, Du Chaillu, Bruce. 
The interested reader can make a whole reading list out of these alone, 
and then there are still other recent thrillers, like Thomas A. Barns, 
Wonderland of the Eastern Congo (1922), or Francis B. Young, Marching 
on Tanga (1917). 
Colum, Padraic 
Road round Ireland. 1926. 
"It has no plan save that of taking things as they happen to come," 
but it gives a good picture •of the new Free State. Another survey, with 
less travel in it, is Ireland (1924), by Stephen L. Gwynn. 
Coudenhove, Hans 
My African neighbors. 1925. 
A book of anecdotes and essays about Nyassa-Iand, men and animals. 
Africa has produced a number of such books about its varied lands and 
climates: Daniel Crawford, Thinking black; G. Frennsen, Peter Moor's 
journey; etc.- books to which the much touted Trader Horn scarcely 
measures up. 
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Dana, Richard Henry 
Two years before the mast. 
Many sailors have pronounced this the most life-like description of 
sailor life ever written. Frank T. Bullen, Cruise of the Cachelot, is like-
wise a good description of sailor life. 
Darwin, Charles R. 
Voyage of the Beagle. 
His trip round the world. Remarkable for the way in which each new 
experience arouses in Darwin a desire for a theory or an explanation. 
His visit to the Galapagos Islands should be compared with Wm. 
Beebe's recent descriptions, in Arcturus adventure, etc. 
Douahty, Charles M. 
Travels in Arabia deserta. 2 vols. Also in abridgment by 
Garnett, entitled, Wanderings in Arabia. 2 vols. 
"Contains the most intimately true and penetrating account of desert 
life ever written." Real literature, a tale of strange adventures, told 
with an oddly archaic flavor. Similar in subject and thrill are Wm. 
G. Palgrave, Year's journey through Central and Eastern Arabia, and 
Richard Burton, Pilgrimage to At-Medina and Mecca, as well as the 
books (elsewhere entered) by Gertrude Bell and T. E. Lawrence. 
Doualas, Norman 
Old Calabria. (Modern Library.) 
A notable volume of impressions, though not all readers may care for 
the cynic touch in the author's style. Something the same holds of 
David Herbert Lawrence, Sea and Sardinia. 
Dderin, (Marquis of) 
Letters from high latitudes. (Everyman's.) 
The classic book of travel to Iceland. 
Franck, Harry A. 
Vagabond journey around the world. 1910. 
He makes a good story of how he "bummed" his way around the world. 
Hakluyt, Richard 
Voyages of Elizabethan seamen. 
In Everyman's (8 vols.), or Selections, edited by Payne (2 vols.). Some 
of the best are reprinted in E. Raymond Beazley (ed.), Voyages ana 
travels (in An English Garner, Vols. 10-11). A remarkable collection 
of stories of travel and adventure by sea. 
Ball, H. Fielding 
Soul of a people. I 898. 
A most sympathetic portrayal of the manners and beliefs of the people 
of Burma. 
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Hearn, Lafcadio 
Glimpses of unfamiliar Japan. (Travellers' Library.) 2 
vols. 
His first and most vivid impressions of Japan. Later he wrote a more 
controversial book, Japan: an attempt at an interpretation. 
Hearn, Lafcadio 
Two years in the French West Indies. I 890. 
Its word-painting makes the reader want to start for the French West 
Indies at once. 
Hedin, Sven A. 
Trans-Himalaya. [Tr., 1910-13.] 3 vols. 
Popular story of one of the great journeys of modern times, made aci'OI!II 
Asia. Yet it is no more fascinating than the quaint older travel tale ci 
the Abbe Hue, which is almost like a story from another planet. 
Humboldt, Alexander von 
Personal narrative of travels to the equinoctial regions of 
America, 1799-1804. [Tr.] 3 vols. 
"Humboldt was the first and greatest of modern scientific travelers. 
and the Personal narrative will always remain a classic record." The 
interesting Wanderings in South America, by Charles Waterton, is now 
included in Everyman's. 
Huntington, Ellsworth and Cushing, S. W. 
Principles of human geography. 1921. 
Ranges widely, but always informingly, concerning man's relation to 
his physical environment. Among books of similar interest may be 
mentioned: Ellen C. Semple, Influence of geographic environment (1911), 
based on Ratzel; and the later Paul Vidal de la Blache, Principles~ 
human geography [1918; Tr., 1926]. 
Huxley, Aldous L. 
Jesting Pilate. 1926. 
The reactions of a keen intellect to a journey around the world. Lea 
elaborate than H. Keyserling, Travel diary of a philosopher [Tr. 1925, 
2 vols.], which is a combination of self-conceit and occasional ama.zn. 
intuition into the minds of alien and exotic peoples, particularly sensi-
tive in interpretation of the Far East. 
Jackson, Abraham V. W. 
Persia past and present. 1906. 
Travels in Persia, an interesting mixture of scholarly references 3M 
personal anecdotes. 
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Kinglake, A. W. 
Eo then. 
A classic of travel through Turkey, that tells more how he felt than 
what he saw. 
Kingsley, Mary H. 
West Mrican studies. I 904. 
"One of the most illuminating books on the problem of tropical Africa 
ever given to the public" (London Times). A book of somewhat similar 
interest is A tropical dependency (1905), by Flora Lugard. 
Lane, Edward W. 
Manners and customs of the modern Egyptians. (Every-
man's.) 
First published in 1835, it remains as fine a study of the daily life of a 
people as can be found anywhere. 
Newbolt, Henry J. (ed.) 
Book of the long trail. 
Contains some of the supreme accounts of travel and adventure. It 
is unqualifiedly to be recommended to all, young or old, who want to 
be introduced to the literature of travel. 
Ossendowski, Ferdinand 
Beasts, men and gods. [Tr., I922.] 
A thriller, whose truth has been questioned, and no wonder- for it 
relates a whirl of well-nigh incredible adventures, during the author's 
flight across Mongolia, escaping from the Bolsheviki. 
Scott, Robert F. 
Scott's last expedition, ed. by L. Huxley. 2 vols. (I9I4), 
or abridged, I vol. 
The journal of his fatal Antarctic expedition, one of the finest modern 
tales of heroism. The large edition contains wonderful illustrations. 
A parallel narrative is Apsley Cherry-Garrard, Worst journey in the 
world (1922, 2 vols.); and a later Antarctic expedition is well described 
in E. H. Shackleton, South (1920) . The heroism and horror of polar travel 
make such books as The toll of the Arctic seas, compiled by Deltus M. 
Edwards, almost unendurable reading. 
Shepherd, William R. 
Latin America. (Home U. Lib.) 
An excellent little book, introductory to a wider study. There is a larger 
book with the same title, by F. Garcia Calderon, especially good on 
South American psychology. 
Smith, Arthur H. 
Village life in China. I900. 
By a writer who knew Chinese character as few outsiders have known it. 
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Smith, Joseph R. 
North America. 1925. 
A description of the geography of North America, packed with interest-
ing detail. A similarly richly informative volume by the same author 
is his The world's food resources (1919). 
Spencer, Baldwin and Gillen, F. J. 
Native tribes of Central Australia. 
While perhaps not perfect in anthropological method, these investi-
gations are justly famous, and interesting reading. Along with Spencer 
and Gillen is often mentioned, among the anthropological classics, A. 
W. Howitt, Native tribes of Southeast Australia. 
Stein, M. Aurel 
Ruins of desert Cathay. 1912. 2 vols. 
Travels in the great deserts on the western borders of China, that leave 
the reader with a sense of having lived for the moment in the desolate 
wilderness. Another classic of Chinese travel might be mentioned, 
William Gill, River of golden sand. 
Stevenson, Robert Louis 
An inland voyage, and Travels with a donkey. (Every-
man's.) 
A canoe trip from Belgium to France, and a journey over the hills of 
southern France, two travel classics. It would be easy to make a reading 
list of classics devoted to French travels: Henry James, Little tour in 
France; A. Le Braz, Land of pardons; Charles W. Wood, In the valley 
of the Rhone; etc. 
Tomlinson, H. M. 
Sea and the jungle. 1913. 
A well-written narrative of a tramp steamer trip from England up the 
Amazon. Perhaps the best of his other books, whose popularity seems 
to be on the increase, is his Malaysia trip of 1923, Tide marks. 
Tyndall, John 
Glaciers of the Alps. (Everyman's.) 
A pleasing combination of mountaineering and science. 
Up de Graff, Fritz W. 
Head hunters of the Amazon. 1923. 
The narrative of seven years in the jungle, that makes one realize the 
world is not all civilized yet. "In comparison with a work like the 
present, the ordinary book of travel is as a farthing dip to the noonday 
sun" (Sat. Rev.). But it has a worthy rival for thrills in William M. 
McGovern, Jungle pathways and Inca ruins. 
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Wallace, Alfred R. 
Malay Archipelago. 2 vols. 
An entertaining travel narrative, by a famous scientist. Another 
similar book is by H. 0. Forbes, Naturalist's wanderings in the Eastern 
Archipelago. 
Whymper, Edward 
Scrambles among the Alps, 1860-69. 
A famous mountaineering classic. Along with it may be mentioned 
his Travels among the Great Andes of the Equator (Vol. 1). There is a con-
siderable literature of mountain climbing, of which the following are 
typical: Peaks, passes and glaciers (ed. by E. H. Blakeney, Everyman's); 
Leslie Stephen, Playground of Europe; A. F. Mummery, My climbs in 
the Alps and Caucasus; Guido Rey, Peaks and precipices; Geoffrey W. 
Young, On high hills . . 
Younghusband, Francis E. 
Wonders of the Himalaya. 1924. 
It catches something of the wonder of the great mountain wilderness 
in its vivid narrative style. The Himalayas have inspired some remark-
able descriptions, from the early explorations of Sir Joseph Hooker to 
the Epic of Mount Everest, which Younghusband has himself recently 
edited. 
Yule, Henry (Tr. and ed.) 
Book of Marco Polo. (Ed. 3, 1903.) 2 vols. 
One of the most fascinating of all travel narratives. This is the great 
edition, but the whole text of Marco Polo's own story is to be found in 
a volume of Everyman's. Other early travels to China are related in 
Yule, Cathay and the way thither (2 vols.). 
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CLASS 6. Biography. 
Introduction. 
The interest in biography today is phenomenal. Books like 
Strachey, Queen Victoria, or Gamaliel Bradford, Damaged souls, 
are read by people who formerly would have shown no interest 
in such subjects. Even history appeals more now when it is a 
list of remarkable queens, like Charles Diehl, Byzantine portraits 
[Tr., 1927], an excellent book, by the way. The varieties of 
notable biographies are increased by the fact that some biographies 
are important for their subject, like Robertson, Bismarck, or 
Williams, Cecil Rhodes, while others are valuable for the mode 
of treatment, as Pellico, My prisons, or Hugh Miller, My schools, 
or Carlyle, Sterling. The mention of Carlyle recalls his essays 
on Burns and Goethe, valuable for both reasons, as are perhal)l 
some of his other biographies, such as that of Schiller, though 
none of his larger biographies is really satisfying today. For 
some great men, as for instance Napoleon, all biographies seem 
inadequate. Even in this case, some little thing; like J. B. 
Vachee, Napoleon at work, will satisfy as far as it goes. Some 
great biographies, like Angellier, Robert Burns, are not in English 
translation. Since we have also included letters under the head 
of biography, it is evident that the variety to choose from is 
here very large. 
There are many great classics of biography which we have 
not listed in our main list, for the field is too great. Doubtless 
we shall not be forgiven for leaving out Amiel, Journal intime, 
and the letters of R. L. Stevenson and of Edward Fitzgerald, 
and Private papers of Henry Rycroft, by Gissing. Or you will 
ask where are the Paston letters, or the Greville Diary; where 
are the great classics, such as Forster's life of Dickens and 
Gissing's also, or such as Byron by Moore, Thomas Arnold by 
Stanley, Macaulay by G. 0. Trevelyan; where are Southey's 
Nelson and Wesley, Froude's Bunyan and Erasmus and Caesar, 
Goldsmith by Irving, Shelley by Francis Thompson; where are 
the autobiographies of Trollope and Carleton, Leigh Hunt and 
Harriet M~rtineau, of Berlioz, Cardan, Casanova, and Hans 
Andersen, and of Holcroft and Trelawney and Augustus Hare; 
where are recent things like Scouting on two continents, by F. R 
Burnham, and the Autobiographies of Yeats? To which we can 
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Gilly reply, that we did not have room to comment on these, 
but we are glad of the list, for those who might be interested. 
e could even add some more: Cotter Morrison, Saint Bernard, 
and McCabe, Peter Abelard; Henry Morley, Palissy the potter, 
and F. R. Packard on Ambroise Pare; and then there are Babur, 
by S. M. Edwardes, and Mary Slessor, by Wm. P. Livingstone, 
and The Mendelssohn family, by Hensel, and Hussey's recent 
Jlozart; and also there are the war memoirs of Paleologue, and 
the war letters of Walter H. Page. That ought to be enough 
variety for anyone. And we have put it all · down just in the 
style of Mr. Wells, in his Outline of history, filling up whole pages 
with the things we are not going to so much as mention. 
Husband and wife biographies we have hesitated about, 
for college students pretend to find them too sentimental: Alice 
Freeman Palmer, by George Herbert Palmer; An American 
illyU, by Cornelia Parker; As it was, by Helen Thomas. But 
perhaps we could have expanded our list very profitably by the 
addition of still more of distinctly American autobiographies, as 
for example: We, by Lindbergh; Today and tomorrow, by Henry 
Ford; the Autobiography of John Fritz, in the steel business; 
and the Autobiography of an idea, by Louis Sullivan, the architect; 
and the autobiography of a red Indian, Crashing Thunder, as 
edited by Paul Radin. Then there are Roosevelt's pleasing 
LtJters to his children; and Thomas Nast, by A. B. Paine; and 
Atulubon, by F. H. Herrick; and Barnum and Brigham Young, 
by M. R. Werner- but we had better stop, or we shall have 
written another page in Wells' style. 
It must be evident from the above that we are by no means 
sure our main list preferences are the best, but they are certainly 
an excellent selection. We recommend for first reading: An tin, 
Boswell, Cellini, Franklin, Galton, Garland, Gosse, Hudson, 




The education of Henry Adams. 
One of the most remarkable of autobiographies, very modern, endlessly 
whimsical to the point of fatigue, profoundly pessimistic. 
Addams, Jane 
Twenty years at Hull House. 
Autobiography, anecdotal and entertaining, of a famous settlement 
worker in Chicago. 
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Aksakov, Sergiei T. 
Russian gentleman; Years of childhood; Russian schoolboy. 
[Tr. in Oxford World's Classics.] 3 vols. 
A classic among Russian autobiographies; period that of the late 18th 
century. Photographic realism, "to read this book is to live through 
Aksakov's childhood." 
Antin, Mary 
The promised land. 1912. 
Autobiography of a young Russian Jewish girl, who found America the 
land of opportunity. "The candid American will read this book with 
mingled pride and humiliation." It is well to read by way of contrast, 
Rose Cohen, O?J-t of the shadow (1918). The immigrant autobiography 
is almost a literary genre in itself, and contains many interesting books, 
such as: Pupin (mentioned below); M. I. Ravage, An American in tiN 
making; Jacob A. Riis, Making of an American; C. M. Panunzio, Sofll 
of an immigrant; E. A. Steiner, Against the current (1910); and the 
autobiography of Pascal D'Angelo. 
Aullustine, (Saint) 
Confessions. [Tr. W. Watts (1631), in Loeb Lib.] 2 vols. 
One of the great autobiographies; addressed rather to God than to man. 
Its religious fervor and freight of Biblical texts call for a special mood 
on the part of the reader. His City of God, likewise, will appeal only to 
the exceptional reader, though it has helped to shape the thought of 
the world. 
Bekker, Paul 
Beethoven. [Tr. 1926, Bozman.] 
A study of the man and the musician, evaluating his present place. 
There are many studies of Beethoven, and also of his music - among 
the latter may be mentioned Beethoven and his nine symphonies, by 
George Grove- but Bekker is about the best book to begin with, or 
along with Ernest Newman, Unconscious Beethoven. 
Beveridge, Albert 
Life of John Marshall. 4 vols. 
A big book, but of great interest to American readers, because of Mat· 
shall's importance as the greatest Supreme Court judge. Such a book 
is therefore likely to appeal more to Americans than, for instance, 
John Morley's able biographies, Gladstone, Burke, Walpole, Cobden, 
which treat of great figures in English political history. 
Blackwood, Algernon 
Episodes before thirty. 1924. 
The author's curious experiences in America as a young man; not 




Life of Samuel Johnson. (Ed., G. B. Hill.) 6 vols. 
The greatest of biographies, and this is the greatest edition. But there 
are many less elaborate editions, that will be less imposing to the average 
reader. Above all, one must not judge the attraction of the book by its 
opening section, where Boswell is speaking only from hearsay. 
Brandes, Georg M. C. 
Wolfgang Goethe. [Tr. 1924, Porterfield.] 2 vols. 
Brandes has given us a new interpretation of a great man, possibly 
more valuable than the famous life by Lewes. The ordinary student 
will get more out of such books than out of Goethe's own autobiography 
(Dichtung und Wahrheit, Truth and poetry), though that also is well 
worth reading, -and especially do not overlook his Conversations with 
Eckermann. 
Burney, Fannie (Mme. D'Arblay) 
Diary. 
The interesting parts include the early diary, and especially the early 
part of the later diary, up to her employment at Court. (Unfortunately 
the entire section mentioned is not obtainable separately, but only in 
the two vdlumes of the Bohn Library edition, plus the first volume or 
so of the six volume edition by Dobson.) 
Carlyle, Jane B. 
Letters to her family, 1839-1863. (Ed. 1924, L. Huxley.) 
This edition contains a very typical set of her personal letters; and 
wittier or more vividly living letters there never were. (Volumes earlier 
published contained many more, and the publication of a selection from 
all her letters is much to be desired.) 
Cellini, Benvenuto 
Autobiography. [Tr. Symonds, or in Everyman's.] 
The adventures of an artist, who was also a person of extravagant self-
conceit, and a good deal of a scamp. Of its own sort the book is "a 
masterpiece without a rival." 
Chekhov, An ton P. 
Life and letters. [Tr. 1925, Koteliansky and Tomlinson.] 
Chekhov (Tchekhov) was remarkable as a writer of short stories (else-
where listed), as well as of dramas (The cherry orchard, The sea gull), 
and for both is a famous figure in Russian literature. But his letters 
are not inferior in interest to his literary works. (This selection from 
the letters somewhat awkwardly overlaps other selections by Con-
stance Garnett.) Along with Chekhov we may mention Konstantin 
Aleksieev (or "Stanislavski"), author of My life in art [Tr. 1924, Robbins], 
who was director of the Moscow Art Theatre, and "lived the life of old 
Russia which Chekhov painted." 
62 A CoLLEGE STUDENT's READING 
Chesterfield, (Earl of) 
Letters to his son. 
The selections by Charles Sayle (Camelot Series) are good. These are 
letters of advice, and remarkably good advice, though the son did net 
always profit by it. The subject is how to handle oneself in the great 
world, and like Castiglione, The courtier [Tr. in Everyman's), Chester-
field is a classic. 
Cowper, William 
Letters. (Everyman's.) 
"He was one of those men said to have a genius for friendship, and thi 
genius found expression in his letters." 
Darwin, Francis 
Life and letters of Charles Darwin. 2 vols. 
A book that all scientists ought to read. "Never, perhaps, did ali-
ography give such an unmixedly pleasing impression both of its hera 
and of his friends" (F. W. H. Myers). 
De Quincey, Thomas 
Confessions of an English opium-eater. 
An imaginative work, purporting to be autobiographical. De Quincey 
is read now, including certain of his essays (cf. the selection in Every· 
man's), largely for his mastery of a rather ornate English style. 
Franklin, Benjamin 
Autobiography. 
A well-known work, and deservedly so. Straightforward style and wise 
common sense are its dominating characteristics. 
Galton, Francis 
Memories of my life. 
Darwin's cousin and himself a great scientist, Galton wrote this a~ 
biography, whose only fault is its brevity, at the age of eighty-six. 
Garland, Hamlin 
A son of the middle border. 1917. 
"A memorial of a generation . . . an epic of such mood and make a 
has not been imagined before" (W. D. Howells). It is the epic of the 
farmer and the settling of the West, which we meet a~in in Herbert 
Quick, One man's life; and in fiction, perhaps less effectively because~ 
is fiction, in Willa Cather, My Antonia., or in Ole Rolvaag, Giams il 
the earth [Tr.]. 
Gibbon, Edward 
Autobiography. 
As much a classic as his great Decline and fall of Rome. 
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Gosse, Edmund W. 
Father and son. 1907. 
The extraordinary clash of temperaments between the author and his 
father, in an austere Puritan household. 
Gray, Thomas 
Letters. 
The best edition of these charming letters is that by Tovey (3 vols.), 
in which there are notes almost as valuable as the letters themselves. 
Haydon, Benjamin Robert 
Autobiography. (Ed. by Tom Taylor.) 
The early 3 volume edition has been recently reprinted in 2 volumes. 
Haydon was an unsuccessful painter (1786-1846), whose disappointed 
life ended in suicide. But his fame now rests secure on these pages from 
his journals, which are the historical masterpiece he dreamed of paint-
ing with pigments. 
Herzen, Aleksandr I. 
My past and thoughts. [Tr. 1925, C. Garnett.] 6 vols. 
Memoirs of a Russian revolutionary of the last century, written in a 
way that makes a wide appeal. Though the interest never flags, the work 
may be a little bulky to be read entire. A remarkable picture of the more 
recent revolutionary Russia may be found in P. A. Sorokin, Leaves from 
a Russian diary (1924). 
Hudson, William Henry 
Far away and long ago. 1918. 
"Like a mixture of a Conrad novel and Robinson Crusoe." The story 
of his own boyhood, it is his best work. 
Hutchinson, Lucy 
Life of Colonel John Hutchinson. 
Edited by Firth (2 vols.), or in Everyman's. A unique picture of English 
Puritan family life (1615-1674). Of similar quality is the famous auto-
biography of Lord Herbert of Cherbury. 
Huxley, Thomas Henry 
Life and letters. (Ed. by L. Huxley.) 3 vols. 
Largely in the form of letters, a striking personality is here brought 
before us, a vigorous champion of scientific truth, as he saw it. 
James, William 
Memories and studies. 
The best book to introduce the reader to James, containing some of his 
finest essays- "that exposition at once vivid as lightning and pictures-
que as romance." In his Letters (2 vols.) one meets again the very man 
himself, swift, generous, open-minded, varied, spontaneous. 
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J eflries, Richard 
Story of my heart. 
A mystical and pantheist idealized story of his boyhood, a classic, 
though not a book of general appeal. His essay, "Pageant of summer" 
(in Life of the fields), reveals his enthusiasm for Nature, comparable to 
that in John Burroughs' essay, "The divine soil" (in Leaf and tendril). 
Keller, Helen 
Story of my life. 
Though possibly not a great work of literature, it is a most appealing 
autobiography of a girl born deaf and blind, and how she triumphed 
~~~~~~~L . 
Lamb, Charles 
Letters. 2 vols. 
There is a good edition of these friendly letters by A. Ainger (1904). 
Lockhart, John Gibson 
Memoirs of Sir Walter Scott. (Abr. ed., in Everyman's.) 
With this, which is one of the world's greatest biographies, one should 
read Scott's own Journal (2 vols.). 
McGi1fert, Arthur C. 
Martin Luther, the man and his work. 
41As boid, vigorous, and masterful as the man of wh~h it treats" (Review 
of Reviews). 
Maitland, Frederick W. 
Life and letters of Leslie Stephen. 1906. 
A book that is too often overlooked, for it is a most living portrait of an 
intensely human character. 
Mill, John Stuart 
Autobiography. 
Mill was a precocious youth, who survived an education that would have 
killed any ordinary mortal. 
Mistral, Frederic 
Memoirs. [Tr. 1907, Mand and Strettel.] 
He tried to revive the poetry of Provence and the descendents of the 
Troubadours, as in his poem, Mireio [Tr. Preston], and writes here a 
winsome account of his own career. 
Montagu, Mary 
Letters. (Ed. by Wharncliffe.) 
Brilliant letters, written from Constantinople and elsewhere, in the 




Confessions of a young man. (Modern Lib.) 
One of a series of remarkable autobiographical indiscretions, in which 
the author plumes himself on his faults, and pillories all his friends. 
orley, John 
Diderot. 2 vols. 
Perhaps the best of Morley's sagacious French biographies, and valuable 
for understanding 18th century France. 
uir, John 
Story of my boyhood and youth. 
An autobiography of unusual quality, that appeals to all ages of readers. 
His later life is told in his books of travel through the western United 
States. 
ukerji, Dhan Gopal 
Caste and outcast. 1923. 
India and America, as seen by a Hindu student. "The book contains 
the most precious kind of knowledge for the modern man, the knowledge 
of another race and civilization." He tells of his return to India in 
another book, My brother's face. 
ewman, John Henry 
Apologia pro vita sua. 1864. 
This autobiography, splendid in single passages, cleared Newman of 
all charges of hypocrisy, but revealed a mind more medieval than 
modern. 
epys, Samuel 
Diary. (Ed. Bright and Wheatley) 9 vols. 
Pepys ought not to be abridged. No such day by day self-revelation 
was ever published elsewhere in the whole world. But if one must read 
an abridgment, there is the charming Everybody's Pepys (ed. by Mors-
head), and the 2 vol. edition in Everyman's. 
pin, Michael I. 
From immigrant to inventor. 1923. 
This autobiography of the Serbian boy who was to become a leader in 
electricity throws a great deal of light on the recent history of science, 
and is in itself an inspiration. 
msay, William M. 
Saint Paul, the traveller and the Roman citizen. 
Brings the resources of a great scholarship to bear, and yet makes most 
fluent reading. 
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Robinson, James Harvey and Rolfe, H. W. 
Petrarch, the first modern scholar. (Ed. 2, 19I4.) 
A good study of the dawning of the Renaissance. 
Rousseau, Jean Jacques 
Confessions. [Tr. in Borzoi Classics.] 2 vols. 
An amazingly candid study in self-analysis, or at least what pretends 
to be candid, for there is a vein of insincerity in most of his writings. 
No man has had a greater influence on literature, and on society throup 
literature; and also on education, the latter through his book, Emili 
[Tr. in Everyman's], the influence of which continues down to Jolm 
Dewey at the present day. 
Ruskin, John 
Praeterita. 1885-89. 
An autobiography. "One almost asks, 'Is it a book, or is it somet~ 
out of our own secret consciousness that we remember as we read?' 
(Anne Ritchie). 
Sabatier, Paul 
~:-t Saint Francis of Assisi. [Tr. Houghton.] 
"M. Sabatier, by sheer sympathy of spirit,. has caught the clue of such 
i' ;: gracious, guileless sainthood" (Dial). 
Sainte-Beuve, C. A. 
Portraits of the I 7th century. [Tr. K. Wormeley.] I vol. ed. 
In similar edition, also, Portraits of the 18th century. The author is COflo 
sidered by many to be the world's greatest critic and literary biographer, 
aiming "not merely to appraise a writer, but to lay bare his soul" (A 
Tilley). 
Saint Simon, (Due de) 
Memoirs. [Tr. I9IS-I8, F. Arkwright, 6 vols.; or Tr., 
St. John, 3 vols.] 
Brilliant memoirs of the age of Louis XIV. "The stronger his passioe, 
the better he writes." 
Sevigne, (Madame de) 
Letters to her daughter and her friends. [Tr. I8I I, Walker; 
ed. by Aldington, I927.] 2 vols. 
She was the world's greatest letter writer, though one loses somethilc 
of her spontaneity and ease in the best of translations. It is well not ID 
read much at once. 
Spencer, Herbert 
Autobiography. 2 vols. 
"This admirable truth-telling autobiography," as William James ca1W 
it, is of a man who had something of the qualities of a logical conte~t 
come to life. 
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Stephen, Leslie 
Hours in a library. 3 vols. 
Stephen was better as a biographer than as a literary critic, and is at 
his best in these essays, which touch on the biographies of English 
literary men. 
Stephenson, Nathaniel W. 
Lincoln, an account of his personal life. 1922. 
More inward than Lord Charnwood's excellent biography (1917), it is 
"a progressive character-study of one of the most complex figures of 
history." An attractive study, also, is Carl Sandburg, Abraham Lincoln, 
the prairie years (1926, 2 vols.). · 
Strachey, Lytton 
Eminent Victorians. 1918. 
Distinguished and pungent sketches, written with an "air of malicious 
detachment, and mock solemnity." 
Thompson, Silvanus P. 
Life of William Thomson, Lord Kelvin. 2 vols. 
The average reader may have to skip an occasional technical topic, but 
the rest will give him a lively sense of intellectual alertness and science 
in the making. Similar rather lengthy but most interesting scientific 
biographies, which should appeal to all readers interested in science, 
are: Harvey W. Cushing, Life of Sir William Osler (1925, 2 vols.); 
Rickman J. Godlee, Life of Lord Lister (1917); Leo Koenigsberger, 
Life of Hermann von Helmholtz [Tr. 1906, Welby]; and John H. Glad-
stone, Life of Michael Faraday. 
Trevelyan, George Otto 
Early history of Charles James Fox. 
Makes the reader feel he has lived in the England of the 18th century, 
and has known its Parliament from the inside. Another good biography 
of this period is Chatham; his early life and connections, by the Earl of 
Roseberry, which treats of the elder Pitt to 1756. · 
Villari, Pasquale 
Savonarola. [Tr., L. Villari.] 2 vols. 
Typical example of the able works of this Italian historian, as well as 
a most interesting story in itself. 
alpole, Horace 
Letters. (Selection in Everyman's.) 
His letters are "as useful to us as a contemporary newspaper," as well 
as being most witty and entertaining. 
Washington, Booker T. 
Up from slavery: an autobiography. 
The plain tale of a remarkable career. Another classic of negro literature, 
even more poignant, is W. E. B. DuBois, Souls of black folk. 
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Woolman, John 
Journal. {Everyman's.) 
Woolman was an American Quaker preacher; this record of his thoughts 
has become even more of a classic than the Journal of George Fox, the 
founder of Quakerism (abr. ed. in Everyman's). 
Zangwill, Israel 
Dreamers of the Ghetto. 
Treats of Spinoza, Heine, and other famous Jewish thinkers in a semi· 
fictional way; as his Children of the Ghetto treats of typical Jewish figures 
in an entirely fictional way. 
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CLASS 7. Fine Arts. 
Introduction. 
The selection of books on the fine arts has been guided by 
the presupposition that those using the list will be beginners, 
who are interested in appreciation, rather than in technique. 
But some little acquaintance with technique is sometimes help-
ful to better appreciation. This may be found in quite general 
and elementary form, as in H. I. and V. Goldstein, Art in every-
day life (1925), or else more detailed, in books about particular 
arts. Of the latter we may mention, on painting, Howard R. 
Butler, Painter and space (1923), and Charles Moreau-Vauthier, 
Technique of painting [Tr., 1913]; and possibly Lecoq de Bois-
baudran, Training of the memory in art [Tr., 19n], or the pleasant 
little Outdoor sketching, by F. Hopkinson Smith. On sculpture 
perhaps the simplest book is Albert Toft, Modelling and sculpture 
(1911), though sculpture is well discussed in a larger book on 
all the arts, Russell Sturgis, Artist's way of working (2 vols.). On 
general pictorial composition, it is interesting to look through 
Arthur Dow, Composition, and there are good books on ornament 
by E. A. Batchelder, Design in theory and practice, and R. G. 
Hatton, Principles of decoration, which are not too detailed. 
Then there is the technique of the art critic, as revealed in B. 
Berenson, Three essays in method (1927). 
The reader about painting and the like needs to have at 
hand a good provision of illustrative material, such as is to be 
found in the series called Masters in Art, or in the German 
Klassiker der Kunst, and Propylaen-Kunstgeschichte, all in 
many volumes, or else have at call an adequate collection of 
separate pictures. But this is a matter which can not be dis-
cussed in full here. 
The more advanced reader may wish to consider works on 
aesthetics, such as B. Croce, Aesthetics, though such books are 
sometimes difficult for the beginner to understand, and much 
argued about by experts. The revised edition of Croce contains 
a rather skeptical survey of the history of aesthetics, and the 
same subject is also reviewed widely by B. Bosanquet, History 
of aesthetics. There are certain classics that should be known to 
the more advanced reader, as for instance G. E. Lessing, Laokoon 
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[Tr.], and Joshua Reynolds, Discourses on art, and J. C. F. 
Schiller, Aesthetic letters [Tr.], and a lesser book, but rather 
striking, the little Philosophy of style, by Herbert Spencer. 
The array of possible reading in art is almost inexhaustible. 
Many good books on architectural history have been passed over 
in our list. We might have included other works on special 
periods of art, ranging from Jean Capart, Egyptian art [Tr., 
1923] to John C. Van Dyke, American painting (1919); or on 
special subjects, like James Yoxall, The ABC about collecting; 
or provocative essays on the philosophy of art, like Roger 
Fry, Vision and design, and Transformations, or Clive Bell, 
Art, or Paul Gaultier, Meaning of art [Tr., 1913], or the two works 
by Lisle Phillipps, Form and colour and Art and environment. 
W. R. Lethaby, Form in civilization (1922), regrets that we put 
our art in museums, instead of into life. But the books we have 
chosen for our main list are perhaps a bit more general in interest. 
In music the diversity of possible selection is equally large. 
We might have included works on Wagner, like Ernest Newman, 
Wagner as a man and artist (I 924 ed.), or W. J. Henderson, 
Preludes and studies (1891). We might' have added more books 
on the history of music, like C. Lucas, Story of musical form (1go8), 
and C. F. A. Williams, Story of organ music (1906). Our selectioo 
is merely typical and far from exhaustive of the good books. 
We recommend for first reading: Bergson, Edgell, Gardner, 
Krehbiel, Mason, Mumford, Noyes, Price, Van Dyke; but it is 
well to follow first one's own interest in these fields. 
Fine Arts Booklist. 
Adams, Henry 
Mont-Saint-Michel and Chartres. 1913. 
Written to emphasize the unity of the Middle Ages, contrasted with 
the complexity of modern life, as portrayed in his autobiography. A 
masterpiece of interpretation, which ranges from cathedrals to phiJot. 
ophy. 
Bergson, Henri 
Laughter. [Tr., Brereton and Rothwell.] 
The examples are really amusing, but the theory may raise some quee-
tions. George Meredith, Essay on comedy, makes an interesting contrllt 
work. Both take Moliere as typical, and find different lessons in him; 
both have a wider theory of art, in which the comic is only one aspect 
Binyon, Laurence 
Flight of the dragon. 19II. 
A little book, but one laden with suggestion. It gives the reader a &eDit 
of the deeper meanings of Chinese art. 
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Blashfield, Edwin H. and E. W. 
Italian cities. 
An account of travel in Italy that makes the reader grow enthusiastic 
in spite of himself about Italian art. 
Bonta, Edwin 
Small-house primer. I925. 
Gives the reader a lively sense of what is good and bad in the design of 
ordinary houses. It is one of the best of such books, though there is a 
good one of somewhat different quality, Marcia Mead, Homes of charac-
ter (1926). 
Bradley, Andrew C. 
Oxford lectures on poetry. 
The first lecture, and that on Hegel, are particularly penetrating and 
important. His thesis that matter and form are inseparable in all art 
has resemblances to Croce. A. E. Powell (Mrs. E. R. Dodds), Romantic 
theory of poetry, is entirely Croce. 
Carpenter, Rhys 
The aesthetic basis of Greek art. I 92 I. 
A little masterpiece of artistic analysis, that gives the reader real 
illumination. There is a fuller account, but it could scarcely be a better, 
in Percy Gardner, Principles of Greek art (1914). 
Carritt, E. F. 
Theory of beauty. (Enl. ed., I923.) 
Carritt writes from a standpoint much like Croce, whose doctrines, as 
well as those of Plato, Schopenhauer, and others, he explains excellently. 
His rather involved and allusive style may bother the reader, but it 
says much in little. Writers not covered by Carritt are neatly criti-
cized in Katherine Gilbert, Studies in recent aesthetic (1927), a too-brief 
book. 
Cheney, Sheldon 
Primer of modern art. I924. 
This is about the best one book to read on those aspects of current 
art which appear most outlandish and perverse. But the reader who 
has time will profit by first looking through Masters of modern art (1924), 
by Walter Pach, and Modern movements in painting (1921), by Charles 
Marriott. Leo Stein, The ABC of aesthetics, is a product of intimate 
contact with the newest art. 
Eberlein, Harold D. and others 
Practical book of interior decoration. I9I8. 
This is an informative encyclopedic survey of styles and furnishings. 
A rival book is Frank A. Parsons, Interior decoration (1915 and 1924), 
and both will enlighten and improve the taste of the ordinary home 
decorator. More palatial interiors are interestingly discussed in Roger 
Gilman, Great styles of interior architecture (1924), and William F. Paris, 
Decorat~ve element in architecture ( 1917). 
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Edgell, George H. 
The American architecture of today. 1928. 
The best book on the facts of American architecture today, well written 
and finely illustrated. Covers less ground than the volume by Hamlin 
in the Pageant of America Series, which is pictures with comments. 
Faure, Elie 
History of art. [Tr. 1921, W. Pach.] 4 vols. 
Not for the beginner in art history, but stimulating to one who has 
read a little previously. Part of the time he is nebulous and rhetorical, 
but much of the time he is really acute and subtle, and occasionally 
even profound. It is something of a strain to keep pace with him. 
Fenollosa, Ernest F. 
Epochs of Chinese and Japanese art. 1912. 2 vols. 
Beautiful volumes, summing up the life-work of an American student 
of the great periods, particularly of Japanese art. 
Gardner, Helen 
Art through the ages. 1926. 
The best one-volume history of art, though attempting the well-nigh 
impossible in the way of compression. But still briefer is the famous 
Apollo, by Salomon Reinach [Tr., Simmonds], which does miracles in 
the way of summing up a century in a paragraph. Longer, and a bit 
pedestrian, is J. Pijoan, Outline history of art [Tr., 1927, 3 vols.], a superb-
ly illustrated set of volumes, with an expository text that at least is 
clear and easy to follow. 
Hamerton, Philip G. 
The intellectual life. 
Hamerton was a real appreciator of art, and he here gives some excellent 
advice to the sincere seeker after a wider culture. 
Havell, Ernest B. 
Ideals of Indian art. 191 I. 
An enthusiastic defense of the opinion that Hindu art developed in· 
dependently, and that religion is the basis of great art. He may not 
convince, but he is worth while. 
Hind, Charles Lewis 
Landscape painting from Giotto to the present day. 1923. 
2 vols. 
Written in popular style, "a gallant attempt to consolidate hundreds of 
admirations," pleasant volumes, well illustrated. 
Hubbard, Henry V. and Kimball, Theodora 
An introduction to the study of landscape design. 1917. 
Perhaps the best book for the layman. Samuel Parsons, The art of 
landscape architecture (1915), is a sort of anthology of the literature. 
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Huneker, James G. 
Ivory apes and peacocks. 1915. 
A sample of the author's gossipy criticism and zestful cleverness. 
Jackson, Thomas G. 
Architecture. 1925. 
Catches in brief a few great periods in the history of architecture in 
Europe; scholarly and yet very pleasing. 
Klaczko, Julian 
Rome and the Renaissance. [Tr., 1903.] 
A masterly and felicitous picture of the High Renaissance under Julius 
II, and the great artists who made the period so notable. It is more 
interesting than such famous works as H. Wolffiin, Art of the Italian 
Renaissance [Tr. Armstrong]. 
Krehbiel, Henry E. 
How to listen to music. 
Remains probably the best of popular books for those who know little 
about music, but want to learn. Of course, there are many other similar 
books, such as Walter R. Spalding, Music; an art and a language (1920). 
La Farge, John 
Considerations on painting. 
As fine art criticism as has been produced in America. Unfortunately 
this book seems to be out of print, as are also the following fine books 
on painting by other painters: Eugene Fromentin, Old masters of Belgium 
and Holland [Tr.]; and Kenyon Cox, Old masters and new, and Classic 
point of view. 
Mason, Daniel Gregory 
From song to symphony. 1924. 
Follows a book for beginners in music, Gehrkens, Fundamentals of music, 
but Mason's book may be read separately, and is really a delight. Among 
his other books may be especially recommended Contemporary composers 
(1918), and Orchestral instruments and what they do (1909). 
Mumford, Lewis 
Sticks and stones; a study of American architecture and 
civilization. 1924. 
"By all odds the most st imulating book on architecture in many a long 
day'' (T. F. Hamlin). 
Noyes, Carlton E. 
Gate of appreciation: studies in the relation of art to life. 
1907· 
An essay on the way to appreciate art, itself charmingly written. 
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Parry, Charles H. H. 
Evolution of the art of music. 
Sound and scientific, though not covering the latest phases. His St)W 
in musical art (1911) is another work of classic quality. Edward Dickin· 
son, Study of the history of music (Ed. 2, 1908), and William Hadow, 
Studies in modern music (Ed. 10, 1923, 2 vols.), may be recommended 
to the student. For recent music, there is much to be gotten out of 
Charles V. Stanford, Musical composition (1911), and especially George 
Dyson, The new music (1924). But these latter are a bit difficult. 
Pater, Walter 
The Renaissance. 
Contains some of his finest essays, and a famous postscript. But it is 
well to read other books on the Renaissance first, and have illustrative 
material at hand to refer to. Walter Pater, Appreciations, chiefly 
literary criticisms, contains a famous essay on style. 
Pennell, Joseph 
The graphic arts. I 92 I. 
Six lectures at Chicago, informal, vivacious, pugnacious, discussing 
modern illustrators. His Etchers and etching (Ed. 3, 1925) is made pun-
gent by the author's general belligerency, but it is a beautifully-rna 
book. A similar book in the latter respect is Alfred M. Brooks, Fr 
Holbein to Whistler (1920), dealing with line engraving. A char · 
book is Elizabeth Pennell, French cathedrals, monasteries, etc. (1909) 
illustrated by Joseph Pennell. 
Price, Charles M. 
Practical book of architecture. I9IO. 
One of the best introductions to the understanding of architect 
There have been many good books on architecture published fort 
ordinary reader recently, such as Talbot F. Hamlin, Enjoyment of arc 
tecture (Ed. 2, 1921); A. S. G. Butler, The substance of architecture (1928 
Seward H. Rathbun, Background to architecture (1926). 
Rodin, Auguste 
Art. [Ed. by Paul Gsell; Tr. I9I2, R. Fedden.] 
Genial snatches of conversation about art, as the great sculptor saw· 
with excellent illustrations. Among the books on the appreciation 
sculpture may also be mentioned the book with that title by Ru 
Sturgis, and Six Greek sculptors, by Ernest A. Gardner. 
Ruskin, John 
Modern painters. 5 vols. 
As a whole, or in selected parts, especially Part 3 (Vol. 2). A book 
is marvelous in the style of its great passages. Doubtless unsound 
many respects, it nevertheless revolutionized English feeling a 
painting, and made the fame of Turner. 
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Ruskin, John 
Stones of Venice. 3 vols. 
A study of the architecture of Venice, it "has probably done more than 
any other book to awaken admiration for the beauty of the enchanting 
city of the sea" (C. H. Moore). (He is fortunate who can read Ruskin 
in the great E. T. Cook illustrated edition.) 
Salntsbury, George E. B. 
History of criticism. 3 vols. 
Saintsbury is best when he speaks of those who share his own romantic 
temperament. Though with faults of taste and style, he shows enormous 
erudition and unflagging vigor. 
Saints bury, George E. B. 
Loci critici. 
A source book which contains in whole or in part the chief classics of 
criticism from Aristotle and Horace down. 
Scott, Geoffrey 
Architecture of humanism. 1915. 
Written with the fire of one who has a message; a brilliant, over-em-
phatic exalting of Renaissance architecture over both Greek and Gothic. 
Sitwell, Sacheverell 
Southern baroque art. 1924. 
A book that starts in confusion, and culminates in horror, but in between 
manages to bring back,the whole civilization that gave rise to baroque 
art (Spain in the 17th-18th centuries, etc.) 
Stevenson, Robert A. M. 
Velasquez. 1899. 
The biography is subordinated to an art criticism which brings to the 
fore the reasons why certain sorts of art are great. Similar in quality 
are Thomas S. Moore, Albert Durer (Library of Art, 1905); Romain 
Rolland, Michelangelo [Tr. 1915, Street]; and Roger Fry, Cezanne 
(1927). 
Taine, Hippolyte A. 
Lectures on art. Second series. 
Brilliant characterizations of the history and psychology of peoples, 
as expressed in their art; unfortunately out of print in English trans-
lation. The greatest book of the sort, G. W. F. Hegel, Philosophy of 
fine art [Tr. 1920, Osmaston, 4 vols.], will probably repel most readers 
by its queer terminology. 
Tolstoy, Leo N. 
On art. [Tr. edited by Aylmer Maude, 1924.] 
Tolstoy was always frank and original, if not always coherent, in his 
ideas about art and literature. This edition contains his What is art? 
and other similar writings. 
A CoLLEGE STUDENT's READING 
Van Dyke, John Charles 
Studies in pictures. I 907. 
Such books as this, and Robert C. Witt, How to look at pictures, should 
not be despised as too obviously pedagogical in purpose. They give 
just the sort of help that makes a real enjoyment of painting possible. 
Vasari, Giorgio 
Lives of seventy painters, etc. [Tr. edited by Blashfield 
and Hopkins.] 4 vols. 
A very famous series of biographical sketches of the Italian Renaissance. 
The longer biographies about the more famous men are the best; the 
early ones the poorest. Fascinating, if one is fortunate enough to have 
pictures at hand of the works of art mentioned. 
Warren, Herbert L. 
The foundations of classic architecture. 1919. 
The Greeks and their predecessors, an unfinished history of architecture. 
Of value to professional architects, yet so untechnically written as to 
appeal to anyone. 
Watts-Dunton, Theodore 
Poetry, and The renascence of wonder. 
The former is reprinted from the Britannica, where it had become 
justly famous; the latter is a valuable study of romanticism. 
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CLASS 8. Classic Civilization. 
Introduction. 
Books under this head include the great classics of Greece 
and Rome, with books about that classic civilization, and works 
of literature taking as their subject Greek or Roman times. 
A number of related books have been entered above, under Philos-
ophy and History. Our selection of classics is intended to in-
dicate what should be read first, and it is not denied that other 
authors are worth reading: among the Greeks, the Greek an-
thology, the Greek bucolic poets, Xenophon, etc.; in Latin, Plautus, 
Terence, Catullus, Ovid, Quintilian, Apuleius, Petronius, Livy, 
Sallust, Suetonius, and Caesar, practically all now available in 
the Loeb Library, which is replacing all but the greatest of 
former translations. The volumes of the Our Debt to Greece 
and Rome Series which concern particular authors, such as 
Seneca, Apuleius, and Ovid, and some others, such as Lanciani, 
Ancient and modern Rome, are very good, but we have included 
the best of all, in Mackail, Virgil, under our main list. D. A. 
Hayes, Greek culture and the Greek Testament, is an eloquent plea 
for greater interest in the classics. 
Some books, such as John Erskine's skit, Private life of 
Helen of Troy, make the old times merely a cloak for present-day 
satire. Others, such as William Ridgeway, Origin of tragedy 
(19II), and Jane Harrison, Prolegomena to Greek religion, are 
very readable, but need to be read with caution. Others, such 
as John E. Sandys, History of classical scholarship (3 vols.), 
will appeal immensely to the student of civilization. But we 
think our main list is the best choice for most readers, and we 
recommend for beginners: Adam, Bailey, Dickinson, Haight, 
Livingstone (Pageant, and Mission), Mackail, Murray, Sien-
kiewicz, White; as well as Euripides, Herodotus, Homer (Odys-
sey), Lucian, Lucretius, Plutarch, Sophocles, Virgil. 
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Adam, James 
Religious teachers of Greece. 1908. 
Discusses the great poets and philosophers, from Homer to Plato, in 
a style that is as refreshing as the substance is scholarly. 
Aeschylus 
Tragedies. 
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The Plumptre translation of the seven surviving plays is famous, but 
there are good ones by Cookson, H. Weir Smith (Loeb Lib.), etc. First 
and grandest of the Greek tragic writers. 
Aristophanes 
Works. [Loeb Lib. Tr., Benjamin B. Rogers.] 3 vols. 
All translations are necessarily rather free, and the richness of allusion 
is often obscure to the modern reader. But one can still catch something 
of the quality of exuberant wit, which made the great Greek comic 
dramatist unique. 
Bailey, Cyril (ed.) 
The mind of Rome. 1927. 
An admirable group of translated selections from Latin literature. 
Cicero 
Offices}' etc. [Tr. in Everymari's.] 
This selection gives a good idea of Cicero's modes of thought. The essays 
of Cicero, his letters, and his orations, are appearing in a series of volumes 
in the Loeb Library, and these are the best translations now available. 
Demosthenes 
On the crown, etc. [Tr. in Everyman's.] 
The reader of Demosthenes really needs some help in order to appreciate 
the virtues of his style, though he knows he is reading the greatest 
orator of all time. Much is lost in translation. 
Dickinson, Goldsworthy Lowes 
Greek view of life. (Ed. 7, 1925.) 
Clear, brief, yet gives a real appreciation of the Greek spirit. Another 
book, equally sensible and yet admiring, is Richard W. Livingstone, 
The Greek genius and its meaning to us (Rev. ed., 1915). 
Dill, Samuel 
Roman society from Nero to Marcus Aurelius. 
An authoritative group of essays on personalities and aspects of the 
period, omitting Christianity. His Last century of the Roman Empm 
is of similar quality; his Merovingian Age is materials for a similar book, 
but not well organized. Dill is an important author for the serio111 
student. 
Duft, John W. 
Literary history of Rome. 2 vols. 
Occasionally Duff gets involved in an enumeration of minor authors 
which may be largely skipped. But the work is an excellent orientation 
over all Latin literature. The point of division between the two volumes 
is 14 A. D. 
I 
I! 
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Euripides 
Tragedies. (Tr. in Loeb Lib. by A. S. Way.] 4 vols. 
"Euripides the human" is the most tragical and most modern of ancient 
Greek dramatists. Some 18 or 19 of his plays survive. All those in-
terested in the classics should read Gilbert Murray's little book, Euripides 
and his age (Home U. Lib.). 
Flaubert, Gustave 
Temptation of Saint Anthony. (Tr. Hearn, in Modern 
Lib.] 
Fiction. A tumultuous nightmare, and a pageant of ancient life, in the 
form of visions brought on by ascetic self-torture. His SalammM is an 
amazing grandiose and theatrical evocation of the life of ancient 
Carthage. 
Fowler, William Warde 
Social life at Rome in the Age of Cicero. 1910. 
Readable and based on wide knowledge, but treating particularly of 
the higher classes. Largely based, like Gaston Boissier, Cicero and his 
friends [Tr., A. D. Jones], on Cicero's own Letters [Tr. in Loeb Lib., 3 
vols.], one of the most interesting remains that we have of Roman times. 
Haiaht, Elizabeth 
Horace and his art of enjoyment. 1925. 
This is the book for the reader who cannot get the full quality of Horace 
in the original. The translation of the Satires and epistles of Horace 
by John Conington (Bell's Pocket Horace) is worth reading in con-
junction ·with Miss Haight's book. 
Herodotus 
Histories. (Tr., A. D. Godley, in Loeb Lib., 4 vols.; or Tr., 
G. Rawlinson, in Everyman's, 2 vols.] 
The first great historian, he had an infinite curiosity, and was "a prince 
of story tellers." 
Homer 
Iliad. (Tr., Prentiss Cummings.] 2 vols. 
This is a verse translation, with prose summary of the less interesting 
parts, and hence is easy to read. The prose translation by Blakeney 
(Bohn Library, 2 vols.) of this first great epic of the Greeks revises some-
what the well-known prose translation by Lang, Leaf and Myers, and is 
also to be recommended, as is also the translation in prose in the Loeb 
Library, by A. T. Murray (2 vols.). Along with any of these one should 
read Gilbert Murray, Rise of the Greek epic (Ed. 3, 1924). (It need scarce-
ly be said that Pope's translation is in parts fine poetry of the Pope sort, 
but not the Iliad at all.) 
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Homer 
Odyssey. [Tr. Cotterill.] 
More attractive than the Iliad, one always finds new charms in retlli'D-
ing to it. Homer, of course, baffles translation: the dignity is lost, Cl' 
else the simplicity and movement. The translation by Way is a remark-
able effort to render the movement of the original verse. Other fiDe 
translations are the prose ones by G. H. Palmer (in rhythmic prose), 
Butcher and Lang, and A. T. Murray (Loeb Lib., 2 vols.). 
Juvenal 
Thirteen satires. [Tr., Strong and Leeper.] 
Or the translation by G. G. Ramsay (Loeb Lib.), or the famous older 
one by Gifford (2 vols.). J uvenal is all the more interesting if, as is 
probable, he paints too lurid a picture of the vices and frivolities ci 
imperial Rome. 
Kent, Roland G. 
Language and philology. 
A very brief book for such a big subject, but excellent for giving a senae 




Fiction. Historical novel based on the struggle of Christian and Neo-
Platonist at Alexandria. 
Landor, Walter S. 
Pericles and Aspasia. 
Fiction. Best of his "imaginary conversations," it recreates for • 
something of old Athens, mingled with a good deal of Landor. One li 
the most attractive efforts to reconstruct this great age of Athens, 11 
the period a few years later, is Cyril E. Robinson, Days of Alkibiades. 
(Gertrude Atherton, Immortal marriage, is instructive, but a bit I~ 
rio us.) 
Livingstone, R. W. (ed.) 
Legacy of Greece. 1922. 
A collection of well-written essays by specialists, with emphasis on the 
scientific contributions of the Greeks. There are similar "Legacy" 
books on Rome (ed. Cyril Bailey), on Israel (ed. Edwyn Bevan), and 
on the Middle Ages (ed., C. G. Crump and E. F. Jacob), all of thea 
valuable. 
Livingstone, R. W. (ed.) 
The pageant of Greece; and, The mission of Greece. 2 vola. 
Perhaps the best books for the beginner in the study of Greek literatllft, 
being selections with comments that weave them into a unity. A u~ 
book to read along with these is the History of Greek literature, by 
Gilbert Murray, or the little volume by Jebb. 
CLASSIC CIVILIZATION 81 
Lucian 
Works. [Tr. Harmon, in Loeb Lib., 8 vols.] 4 vols. pub-
lished. 
This is the best translation of this vivacious Greek humorist. There 
is nothing dry or remote about Lucian's sarcastic and unsparing wit. 
Lucretius 
De rerum natura. [Tr. Rouse, in Loeb Lib., 1924.] 
Revises somewhat the older translation in Munro's famous edition. 
This poem, On the nature of things, combines the most sublime of Latin 
poetry with an atomic theory and scientific attitude that seem modern. 
Lytton, Edward Bulwer 
Last days of Pompeii. 
Fiction. A well-known historical novel, relating the story of the first 
great historical eruption of Vesuvius. 
Mackall, John M. 
Virgil and his meaning to the world of today. 1923. 
A little masterpiece of interpretation, which really does what its title 
calls for. 
Martial 
Twelve books of epigrams. [Tr., Pott and Wright, in 
Broadway Translations.] 
When the original gets too spicy, the translators omit. Gives a picture 
of Rome in the first century, A. D., through a variety of short poems, 
not all of them epigrammatic in the modern sense. There is a Loeb 
Library translation by W. A. C. Ker (2 vols.). 
Murray, Gilbert 
Four stages of Greek religion. 1913. 
The new edition (1925) reads Five stages, a chapter having been inter-
polated on . the philosophers. A survey of the intellectual history of 
Greece, particularly as regards religion, "delightfully clear and intelli-
gible, as well as provocatively suggestive" (Dial). Gilbert Murray's 
renderings of Greek plays, published in numerous small volumes, are 
paraphrases of the spirit of the original into excellent English verse, 
and the ordinary reader will find them attractive. 
Pater, Walter 
Marius the Epicurean. 1884. 
Fiction. It has sometimes been said that Pater is more French in spirit 
than he is Latin, in this historical and philosophical novel of the age 
of the Roman emperor, Marcus Aurelius. Pater appeals to some readers, 
though not to all. His Plato and Platonism is perhaps more generally 
liked. 
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Pliny the Younger 
Letters. [Tr. Melmouth, rev. by Hutchinson, in Loeb 
Lib.] 2 vols. 
"In his letters, Pliny presents us with a picture of the varied interests 
of a cultivated Roman gentleman." 
Plutarch 
The parallel lives. [Tr., B. Perrin, in Loeb Lib.] II vols. 
In this edition are also appearing the varied essays, more than sixty 
in number, which are usually called the Moralia [Tr., F. C. Babbitt]. 
The latter are interesting, but the Lives are of course one of the finest 
biographical works of all time, and formerly one of the most widely 
read of all books. 
Sellar, William Y. 
Roman poets of the Republic. 
Will appeal to students who know a little Latin, and is of high value as 
literary criticism. 
Seymour, Thomas D. · 
Life in the Homeric age. 1967. 
For the student of Homer this is a valuable book, and it also is lucid 
and readable for any type of reader. One is astonished how much in-
formation the author succeeds in eliciting from the text of Homer. 
Sienkiewicz, Henri 
Quo Vadis. [Tr.] 
Fiction. Rome and the Christians in the age of Nero; not perhaps a 
great novel, but probably the most vivid, colorful, and exciting of all 
the fictional reconstructions of classic civilization. 
Sophocles 
Tragedies and fragments. [Tr., Lewis Campbell, in Oxford 
World's Classics; or Tr., R. C. ]ebb.] 
Only seven survive of the hundred twenty plays of this most classic 
of dramatists, master of stagecraft, and "one who saw life steadily and 
saw it whole." 
Tacitus 
Annals and histories. (Tr. Ramsay.] 3 vols. 
There are other good translations by Church and Brodribb, and in the 
Loeb Library, where we may note especially the translations of the 
Agricola and Germania, by Maurice Hutton. No English translation 
can match the terseness of this greatest of Roman historians. The Latin 
student will find an unexpectedly interesting criticism of Tacitus in a 




History of the Peloponnesian war. [Tr. Jowett.] 2 vols. 
Though it has been claimed that Thucydides no longer fulfills the high-
est canons of historical writing, he may well outlive some that do, for 
his history is the living work of a vigorous mind. 
Virgil (Vergil) 
Aeneid. [Tr., T. C. Williams.] 
There are other good translations by J. W. Mackail, by J. IU10ades, 
by J. Conington (Miscellaneous writings, Vol. 2), and also by C. J. 
Billson (Revised, 1924), and in the Loeb Library, by Fairclough. But 
Williams is certainly as good as any. There are translations of the 
Eclogues and Georgics by Williams and by Mackail, as well as in the 
Loeb Library. Though Virgil is commonly read in more or less com-
plete form in Latin, a continuous and complete reading of him in a good 
translation is for most students a revelation. 
White, Edward Lucas 
Andivius Hedulio. 1921. 
Fiction. Gives a vivid and plausible impression of Rome in the days 
of the Empire. 
Zimmern, Alfred E. 
The Greek commonwealth. I9I 1. (Ed. 4, 1924.) 
A readable book on Periclean Athens, vigorous and shrewd, bringing 
out the essential features of Greek civilization. 
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CLASS 9· Foreign Literatures. 
Introduction. 
Any selection from foreign literatures must be limited by 
the limitations of translations. Such a writer as Corneille, or 
even Racine, or Victor Hugo in his poetry, or indeed almost all 
French poetry, means next to nothing in English. Also the reader 
more often lacks perspective than in reading his own literature, 
though here histories of literature may be a real help. Histories 
of literature which we may recommend for this purpose include, 
for France, G. Lanson, Histoire de la litterature franfaise, which 
is not in English, and in English the history by Kathleen Butler 
(2 vols.) and that by Strachey (Home U. Lib.), and also Saints-
bury, French novel (2 vols.), as well as Arthur Symons, Sym-
bolist movement (Rev. ed., 1919), and F. Brunetiere, Essays in 
French literature (Tr. 1898, D. H. Smith). For Spain there is the 
classic Ticknor (3 vols.), and the recent New history of Spanish 
literature (1927), by James Fitzmaurice-Kelly, to which one 
might add the essays by Madariaga, Shelley and Calderon. For 
Italy there is Richard Garnett; for Russia, Maurice Baring 
(Home U. Lib.; D. S. Mirsky's 2 vols. are largely for reference); 
for Germany, Klenze, From Goethe to Hauptmann; for the north 
of Europe, Edmund Gosse, Northern studies; for China, Giles, 
with the translations by Arthur Waley, IJO Chinese poems. 
Among general surveys there is Barrett Wendell, Traditions of 
European literature, which deals with writers of ancient and 
medieval Europe; and there is much to be gotten from Cunliffe 
and Showerman, Century readings in literature, especially from 
the modern section. Among other anthologies may be mentioned 
Leo Wiener, Anthology of Russian literature (2 vols.), and R. S. 
Townsend, Short stories by Russian authors (Everyman's); 
Thomas Walsh, Hispanic anthology; and above all, the gigantic 
German classics (20 vols.). 
As regards our list below, someone has said it is overweighted 
on French and Russian. This is not our fault- other nations 
have not written so much good literature. It may be further 
objected that the drama is inadequately represented. Doubtless 
the student of the drama would want to add specimens from 
Racine or Goldoni or Grillparzer, as well as from the contem-
poraries, such as Benavente, and Tamayo (A new drama, Tr., 
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I9IS), from Brieux, Pirandello, Strindberg, Sudermann, Schnitz-
ler (The young Medardus, perhaps), and Molnar, as well as 
Chekhov, Hauptmann, and Rostand, who appear in notes in 
our main list. M. J. Moses (ed.), Representative continental 
dramas (1924), covers only part of these. 
The student of the epic has a whole library of reading before 
him, in addition to Homer, Virgil, Dante, and Milton. There 
are the Nibelungenlied (various translations), the poetical Edda 
(Tr. Bellows), the prose Edda of Snorri Sturluson (Tr. Brodeur), 
the Kalevala (in Everyman's), Beowulf (Tr. Gummere), the Cid 
(Tr. Southey), and the Chanson de Roland (many translations), 
the Portuguese Lusiad of Camoens (Tr. Aubertin, or Burton), 
the Gaelic epics, Cuchulain (Tr., Augusta Gregory) and The 
Mabinogion (Tr., Charlotte Guest), the eastern epics of India, 
the Ramayana and Mahabharata (with the famous devotional 
interlude, The Bhagavad Gita), and of Persia, the Shah nama of 
Firdausi (Tr. Warner); and then there are the literary epics of 
Italy, Ariosto, Orlando furioso (Tr. Rose, 2 vols.), and Tasso, 
Jerusalem delivered (Tr. Edward Fairfax). 
Certain books seem no longer available in translation, such 
as Querido, Toil of men, but other valuable works, such as 
Meinhold, The amber witch, a clever piece of historical fiction, 
have recently been reissued. There are a number of odds and 
ends that might have been included, such as the short stories 
of E~a de Queiroz, or the Love songs of Connacht, translated by 
Douglas Hyde. It was hard to decide whether to include anum-
ber of German writers, such as Auerbach (On the heights), or 
Heyse (Children of the world), or Spielhagen (Problematic natures), 
Keller or Rosegger or Hoffmann, the last three best in their 
short stories. Likewise, among the Spaniards, should one include 
The Marquis of Penalta, by Palacio Valdes, or stories by Baroja, 
or by South American authors? As usual, it is hard to draw lines. 
The literature of sentences and maxims, such in France as 
La Rochefoucauld, Maxims, and in Spain, Gracian, Art of 
worldly wisdom (Tr. in Golden Treasury Series), should be known 
to everyone- but that sort of thing is not so much to be read 
through, as it is to be pondered, a little at a time. 
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Foreign Literatures Booklist. 
Andreyev, .Leonid 
Seven that were hanged, and Tae red laugh. [Tr. in Modem 
Lib.] 
Fiction. How it feels to get ready to be hanged, and how it feels to get 
shot by your own side in war, are the subjects of these pages that have 
the harrowing quality of nightmare. 
d' Annunzio, Gabriele 
The triumph of death. (Tr. in Modern Lib.] 
Fiction. A story of passion gone mad and suicide. 
Arabian Nights 
Translation in Everyman's; or that by Sir Richard Burton 
(17 vols.). 
The translation of the chief stories will be found in Everyman's (based 
on the French of Galland). The Burton translation is far superior to 
Lane, but it is often called objectionable because of the frankness of 
a few passages and footnotes, and the same objection is made to the Payne 
and Mardrus translations. There are readers who read only for these 
passages, as they read Boccaccio, The decameron, but probably no one's 
morals have been seriously hurt by either. The Arabian Nights, like 
Boccaccio, and to a greater degree, contains the greatest stories of the 
world, all the riches of the gorgeous East, and the splendors of an un-
fettered imagination. 
Babbitt, Irving 
Rousseau and romantlctsm. 1919. 
A romantic and dogmatic vertiginous attack on romanticism and emo-
tional naturalism, from Rousseau to Bergson and Dewey. He has been 
called "more scintillating than luminous," but one will find him in 
slightly calmer mood in Masters of modern French criticism, a valuable 
work which ranges from Mme. de Stael to Brunetiere, and in Literature 
and the American college and The new Laokoon. 
Bain, Francis W. 
A syrup of the bees. 1914. 
Fiction. Supposed to be a translation from the Hindu, as are also his 
Digit of the moon and other similar stories. They do have a remarkably 
exotic quality. 
Balzac, Honore de 
Eugenie Grandet. (Tr.] 
Fiction. His most artistic novel, avarice contrasted with self-sacrifice. 
While Balzac produced some notable pieces of imaginative fictioa, 
suck as The wild ass's skin, he is at his best in realistic portrayal of the 
"human comedy" oi his ewn time. 
FOREIGN LITERATURES 
Balzac, Honore de 
Old Goriot. [Tr.] . 
Fiction. A sort of modern "King Lear," one of Balzac's strongest novels. 
Beyle, M. H. (de Stendha1) 
Chartreuse of Parma. [Tr. Loyd.] 
Fiction. Semi-historical novel of the time of Napoleon, it suggests 
rather the 16th century. Some prefer his other psychological study; 
The red and the black, or Scarlet and black [Tr.]. 
Bjornson, Bjornstjerne 
Arne; and Synnove Solbakken. [Tr.] 
Fiction. Two short stories which are possibly his best work, as they are 
certainly his most charming, though A happy boy is also good. They 
are stories of Norwegian peasant life. 
Bourget, Paul 
The disciple. [Tr.] 
Fiction. The simple-minded philosopher and his too-enthusiastic 
disciple. Written as a warning of the dangers of a narrow pursuit of 
truth. 
Brandes, Georg M. C. 
Main currents in 19th century literature. [Tr.] 6 vols. 
Gives his own interpretation of the great figures in early 19th century 
Romanticism and the reaction from it, in Germany, France, and Eng-
land. Brandes was a great literary critic. 
Bunin, Ivan A. 
Gentleman from San Francisco, and other stories. [Tr. 
1923, D. H. Lawrence and others.] 
Fiction. Remarkable short stories, well translated from the Russian. 
Not equal to Chekhov. 
Cervantes, M. de 
Don Quixote de Ia Mancha. [Tr. in Everyman's.] 2 vols. 
Fiction. Most English translations are incomplete. This travesty on 
knight-errantry is, of course, one of the great books of the world, as 
well as a wonderful panorama of the Spain of 1600 A. D. 
Chekhov, Anton P. (Tchekhov) 
Tales. [Tr., Constance Garnett.] 
Fiction. By a great Russian master of the short story, a master of mood. 
This one-volume edition is a fine collection of his best stories, realistic, 
intellectual, gloomy. 
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Coster, Charles T. H. de 
Legend of the glorious adventures of Tyl Ulenspiegel. 
[Tr. 1918, Whitworth.] 
An attempt to render into English one of the most notable books of 
modern Belgian literature, published 1867, one that has been called 
"the Bible of the Flemings." It is essentially an historical romance. 
Dante Alighieri 
Divine comedy. [Tr., Melville B. Anderson.] 
One of the world's great classics. This translation in verse is preferable 
to that of Cary, but the thought is perhaps best revealed in Norton's 
prose translation (3 vols.). 
Dasent, George W. (tr.) 
Njal's saga; or Story of burnt Njal. (Everyman's.) 
The greatest of the Norse sagas. There are other famous ones, such as 
the Laxdaela saga, and the Story of Gisli the outlaw. The great works 
by Vigfusson and York Powell on the Iceland sagas and on old Norse 
poetry are long out of print. 
Daudet, Alphonse 
Tartarin of Tarascon. [Tr. in Everyman's.] 
Fiction. This edition also contains Tartarin on the Alps. Amusing 
extravaganza, satirizing the hoastful exaggerations of the men of his 
native Provence. Daudet wrote other excellent things, Letters from "'1 
mill, The nabob, Numa Roumestan, but Tartarin stands out above 
them all. 
Dekker, Edward D. (''Multatuli") 
Max Havelaar. [r86o; new tr. 1927, W. Siebenhaar.] 
Fiction. A book of more than 60 years ago, a sort of Dutch Uncle Tom's 
cabin, a mixture of clumsiness and power, that did much to cure the 
conditions it depicts. Such books as this and Marcus Clarke, For lilt 
term of his natural life (1874), exposing the Tasmanian convict system, 
are perhaps now chiefly of historical interest. 
Dostoevski, F. M. 
Crime and punishment. [Tr. in Everyman's.] 
Fiction. A study of the workings of conscience, so powerfully set forth 
that it has almost the qualities of a nightmare. Some prefer others of 
his novels, such as The brothers Karamazov, but Crime and punishmewl 
is undoubtedly· one of the world's great novels. 
Dostoevski, F. M. 
House of the dead (or, Buried alive). [Tr. in Everyman's.] 
Fiction, or autobiography, concerning the Siberian convicts. Fragmen-




Count of Monte Cristo. [Tr. in Everyman's.] 2 vols. 
Fiction. A famous romance, thrillingly exciting in its opening chapters, 
but later falling off somewhat. 
Dumas, Alexandre 
Three musketeers. [Tr. in Everyman's.] 
Fiction. One of the most famous and irresistible of historical romances. 
It has two delectable ·sequels. 
Feuchtwanger, Lion 
Power (or Jew Siiss). [Tr. 1926, Muir.] 
Fiction. Brilliant, many-faceted historical novel of the early 18th 
century, melodramatic and finally tragic. 
Flaubert, Gustave 
Madame Bovary. [Tr. in Everyman's, or in Modern Lib.] 
Fiction. Greatest of all realistic novels, though the heroine is not an 
inspiring character. The marvelous literary art is best appreciated in 
the original French. Other works by Flaubert are entered above, but 
his short stories should also be mentioned. 
"France, Anatole" 
Crime of Sylvestre Bonnard. [Tr. Hearn, in Modern Lib.] 
Fiction. A delightful story, but hardly typical of its author. 
"France, Anatole" 
The rotisserie of the Reine Pedauque. [Tr.] 
Fiction. At the sign of the Queen Pedauque is probably the author's 
greatest novel, and its Rabelaisian Maitre Jerome Coignard his most 
interesting character-creation. Some readers prefer Thais, or the open-
ing parts of Penguin Island, or the essays in The garden of Epicurus. 
Frennsen, Gustav 
J orn Uhl. [Tr. in Modern Lib.] 
Fiction. The finest story by the novelist of Schleswig-Holstein, pictur-
ing the tragic breaking up of an old farming aristocracy. 
Freytag, Gustav 
Debit and credit (Soli und Haben). [Tr.] 
Fiction. Written in 1855, it is a remarkable novel; Vfhich was highly 
praised in Germany for its picture of the virtues of the new industrial 
middle classes. 
Gautier, Theophile 
One of Cleopatra's nights. [Tr., L. Hearn.] 
Fiction. Short stories, the remarkable translation of which catches the 
color and glow of the original. Another story by Gautier, Captain 
Fracasse, is a picturesque romance of the days of Louis XIII. 
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Goethe, J. W. von 
Faust. [Tr., Bayard Taylor.] 
No one can really translate the quality of Goethe's verse, but Taylor 
did well. A good supplementary volume is Thomas Davidson, Philos-
ophy of Goethe's Faust. Prose works by Goethe, such as Wilhelm Meis-
ter's apprenticeship [Tr. in Everyman's, 2 vols.], are available in good 
English translation, but his dramas and poems are scarcely duplicated 
in the English versions. 
Gogol, Nikolai V. 
Dead souls (or, Tchichikoff's journeys). [Tr.] 
Fiction. The greatest humorous novel in the Russian language, though 
not all the humor comes over in some of the translations. His historical 
novel of Poles and Cossacks, Taras Bttlba [Tr.], has been called "an 
epic shout of battle." 
Gourmont, Remy de 
Decadence. [Tr. Bradley.] 
The title is misleading, referring to only one of this collection of his 
essays. Supremely the critic and the man who dislikes commonplaces, 
his essays are full of suggestive novelty. The similar set of essays by 
Paul Valery, Variety [Tr. 1927, Cowley], are hardly representative of 
their author's best. 
Hamsun, Knut 
Growth of the soil. [Tr. 1921, W. W. Worster.] 2 vols. 
Fiction. An epic novel, the founding of a new community in the wilder-
ness. Perhaps a greater novel than the tragic tale of Norwegian life 
by Johan Bojer, The great hunger [Tr. 1919, Worcester and Archer], 
but both are works of high quality. 
Hebbel, Friedrich 
Three plays. [Tr., Allen and Fairley, in Everyman's.] 
This is the most available selection in English. Hebbel chose classic 
subjects, and treated them with great power in a naturalistic style. 
Heine, Heinrich 
Poems. [Tr., rev. ed., 1913, L. Untermeyer.] 
Heine's charming and effective versification is almost impossiblelto 
duplicate in translation. There are rather more adequate versions of 
his Travel sketches and other prose writings. 
Hernon, Louis 
Maria Chapdelaine. [Tr. 1921, W. H. Blake.] 
Fiction. A beautiful tale of French-Canadian pioneers in the Lake 
Saint John country. 
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Holberg, Ludvig 
Comedies. [Tr. 1914, 0. J. Campbell and F. Schenck.] 
Representative plays by the greatest Danish dramatist. Other interesting 
samples of Danish literature may be found in the Book of Danish verse 
[selected by Oluf Friis, and tr., Damon and Hillyer}, and the little 
fictional masterpiece, Marie Grubbe, by Jens Jacobsen [brilliantly 
translated by Larsen, 1918]. 
Hugo, Victor 
Les miserables. [Tr.] 
Fiction. A long novel and a famous one, Hugo's great work. 
Hugo, Victor 
Notre Dame de Paris (or, The hunchback of Notre Dame). 
[Tr.] 
Fiction. A novel with an historical setting, in which the great cathedral 
plays an almost personal part. 
Ibsen, Henrik 
Selected works. [Tr., ed. by Wm. Archer.] I2 vols. 
Typical selections might include: Vol. 7, Doll's house, Ghosts; Vol. 8, 
Wild duck; Vol. 10 Hedda Gabler; Vol. 11, Little Eyolf. Some might like 
to add: Master builder, Brand, Rosmersholm, Peer Gynt, etc. Ibsen, 
born in Norway of Danish descent, is by many considered the greatest 
dramatist of the 19th century. 
Jokai, Maurus 
Lion of Janina. [Tr.] 
Fiction. A typical exotic tale by this Hungarian romancer. 
ler, William Paton 
Epic and romance. 
A broad and comparative survey of all medieval literature, ood a fine 
book. 
La Fontaine, Jean D. 
Forty-two fables. [Tr. I925, Edward Marsh.] 
This is a clever paraphrase, but perhaps La Fontaine should be read in 
French. La Fontaine made of the fable a real work of literature, told 
less for the moral, as with Aesop, than for the story and the picture. 
LagerlOf, Selma 
Gosta Berling. [Best tr. by Tudeer.] 
Fiction. "The strange and weird and fanciful" in romance. Written 
out of a memory kindled with the legends of Sweden, Gosta is "im-
mortal romanticism made flesh." Some consider Sigrid Undset, author 
of The bridal wreath, The axe, etc., a more important woman novelist; 
she writes of old Norway. 
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Leopardi, Giacomo 
Poems. [Tr. 1924, G. L. Bickersteth.] 
Fortunately the beautiful original is on the opposite page, so the English 
translation will not altogether obscure the literary power of Italy's 
great pessimist. His prose Thoughts and dialogues are obtainable in 
two translations, by J. Thomson and by Maxwell. 
Le Sage, A. R. 
Gil Blas. [Tr. in Everyman's.] 2 vols. 
Fiction. A "picaresque" romance of Spain, whose hero goes throu~h 
all sorts of humorous adventures. Those who like this sort of thing wtll 
find an example set in Persia in James Marier, Hajji Baba. 
Lessing, Gotthold E. 
Dramatic works. [Tr. in. Bohn Lib.] 2 vols. 
His Nathan the wise and Minna, etc., are interesting if not great drama. 
Lie, Jonas 
The pilot and his wife. [Tr.] 
Fiction. A Norwegian story of jealousy, but with a happy ending. 
(Unfortunately out of print.) 
Maeterlinck, Maurice 
Life of the bee. [Tr. Sutro.] 
A most inviting and poetical book, but one to which scientists demur. 
He has recently written a similar Life of the white ant [Tr. Sutro], in which 
he is possibly more successful in combining poetry and human interest 
with fact, though the specialists on white ants may lattr be heard from. 
Mann, Thomas 
Buddenbrooks. [Tr., H. T. Lowe-Porter.] 2 vols. 
Fiction. A long novel, often ranked first among recent fiction in Ger· 
many. The story of the slow decline of a family through four genera-
tions. His Magic mountain [Tr., 2 vols.] has the rather lugubrious 
subject-matter of a sanatorium, but is undeniably masterly. Such a 
book as The gateway to life [Tr.], by Frank Thiess, would probably 
interest American college readers more, though it stands lower in recent 
German literature. 
Manzoni, Alessandro 
The betrothed. [Tr. 1924, Daniel J. Connor.] 
Fiction. Italy's greatest historical romance, and a captivating book. 
Matthews, Brander (ed.) 
Chief European dramatists. 1916. 
Ranges from Aeschylus to Ibsen. The best anthology of Continental 
drama, giving 21 plays in full, with a minimum of notes. But one may 
wish to read more of some, such as Calderon, than is here given; and to 
add some more recent classics, such as Rostand, Cyrano, and Hauptmann, 
The weavers, The sunken bell. In any case it is a book that everyone 
ought to read. 
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Maupassant, Henri Guy de 
Selected stories. [Tr.] 
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There are many translations, by Marjorie Laurie, Sumichrast, and others, 
the Boyd translation being by no means the best. It is hard to give, 
in brief, indication of what stories to select. De Maupassant is a master 
of ruthless realism and subtle analysis of human .weakness. 
Moliere 
Complete plays. [Tr., or in French.] 
Page's translation of the verse plays is good, but there are many trans-
lations. This great comic dramatist is too seldom read in sufficient 
bulk to get a really total impression of him. 
Montaigne, Michel de 
Essays. [Tr., John Florio; ed. by T. Seccombe.] 
Written around 1588, these essays are intensely personal, skeptical, 
reflecting as in a mirror his changing moods. The Florio translation is 
in Everyman's (3 vols.), and there are other more recent ones by Trech-
mann (2 vols.), and by lves (4 vols.). 
"Munchausen" (R. E. Raspe) 
Travels of Baron M unchausen. [Broadway Translations.] 
Fiction. These absurd stories were first published, in English, in 1785. 
The Baron has become a synonym for the limit in prevarication. 
Murasaki Shikibu 
Tale of Genji. [Tr. 1925, A. Waley.] 
Fiction. First of four parts of a classic tale of old Japan, a masterpiece 
most prepossessing, and rendered in beautiful translation. 
Musset, Alfred de 
Selected works. [Tr., or in French.] 
There are sporadic translations from de Musset, but nothing adequate, 
especially as regards his short stories and poetry, in which latter he is 
the romanticist creature of indolence, emotion, and caprice. His plays 
are charming, and still hold the stage in France. Of his contemporary, 
Merimee, writer of Colomba, Carmen, etc,. there are some translations. 
Omar Khayyam 
Rubaiyat. [Tr. Fitzgerald.] 
A brief series of quatrains, Fitzgerald has made it one of the jewels of 
English literature. 
Perez Gald6s, Benito 
Dofia Perfecta. [Tr.] 
Fiction. An excellent work of modern Spanish literature: "from the 
first moment to the last it is like some passage of actual events." 
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Proust, Marcel 
Swann's way. [Tr. 1923, Moncrieff.] 2 vols. 
Fiction. The first part of a gigantic autobiographic and psycho-analytic 
novel, which runs 15 volumes, and is called Remembrance of things past 
"Six pages to tell of a woman's smile." Proust, along with Andre Gidr, 
author of The counterfeiters [Tr. 1927, Bussy), stands in the front rank 
of recent French novelists. Their works read like Freudian case-boob 
of psycho-analysis. 
Rabelais, Fran~ois 
Gargantua and Pantagruel. [Tr. Urquhart; ed. by Motteux.] 
This translation runs several volumes, but the exuberant Rabelais i 
perhaps best read in selections, such as those by Curtis H. Page. There 
is another good translation by W. F. Smith. 
Reuter, Fritz 
An old story of my farming days. [Tr.] 
Fiction. Ut mine Stromtid was also translated under the title, S~ 
and harvest, but all translations seem to be now out of print. The noV!J 
is the greatest masterpiece of Low German literature. 
Rolland, Romain 
Jean Christophe. [Tr. Cannan.] 3 vols. 
Fiction. A great work, though too long and rambling. It is the biot 
raphy of a German musician, and is particularly good when it ana~ 
mizes musical life in Germany and France. 
"Sand, George" 
Consuelo. [Tr.] 2 vols. 
Fiction. The career of a singer; her most interesting book, full of m• 
dramatic happenings. As literature her short stories are better, Derifs 
pool and Franfois the waif [Tr. in Everyman's). 
Scheffel, J. V. von 
Ekkehard: a tale of the 1oth century. [Tr. in Everyman's.) 
Fiction. A remarkable German historical novel. 
Schiller, 1. C. F. von 
Dramas; and Dramatic works. [Tr. in the Bohn Lib.] 
2 vols. 
A selection from Schiller should include his chief dramas and his • 
thetic essays. His poems, though there is a translation by Bowriur, 
are best read in German. 
Sienkiewicz, Henri 
With fire and sword. [Tr.] 
Fiction. Has two sequels, totalling 4 volumes. The sequels are called 
The deluge and Pan Michael. Grand scale historical novel of old Polaad. 
Interesting, if perhaps not great. 
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Tegner, Esaias 
Poems, especially Frithiof's saga. [Tr. 1914, W. L. Blackley.] 
The author is the greatest of modern Swedish poets. J ohan Runeberg, 
principal poet of modern Finland, but writing in Swedish, has as his chief 
work, The songs of Ensign Stal [Tr., 1925]. 
Tolstoy, Leo N. 
Anna Karenina. [Tr. Garnett.] 
Fiction. "Less a work of art than a piece of life" (M. Arnold). Among 
his other stories the short one, Death of Ivan Ilyitch, is typical of his power. 
Tolstoy, Leo N. 
War and peace. [Tr. Dole.] 3 vols. 
Fiction. Panorama of Russia in the days of Napoleon. As William 
James once remarked, life itself seems unreal in contrast with the reality 
of Tolstoy's pages. 
Turgenev, Ivan S. 
Fathers and children. [Tr. Garnett.] 
Fiction. Also called Fathers and sons, the old and new in Russia, 1861. 
Like Tolstoy, he is one of the world's greatest novelists. Other remark-
able novels by him are Sportsman's sketches and House of gentlefolk 
(also called, A nobleman's nest), and some would add Smoke, and the 
short story, Lear of the steppes. The best translations are by Garnett. 
Unamuno, Miguel de 
Essays and soliloquies. [Tr. 1925, J. Flitch.] 
Written by a Spaniard to express the soul of Spain, which would seem 
a bit daft if the account is correct, but the descriptions are in beautiful 
style. 
Valera y Alcala Galiano, Juaa 
Pepita Jimenez. [Tr.] 
Fiction. One of the most popular of modern Spanish novels, essentially 
Spanish, "that complete synthesis of gravity of matter and gaiety of 
manner which is the glittering crown of art" (Patmore, quoted by 
Fitzmaurice-Kelty). 
Viaud, Julien ("Pierre Loti") 
Iceland fisherman. [Tr.] 
Fiction. A real work of art, though some of its magic of description 
is lost in translation. 
Voltaire 
Zadig, and other romances. [Broadway Translations.] 
Fiction. Satirical stories contrasting theories with reality; as also 
in Candide, [Broadway Translations], a satire on Leibniz's opinion that 
this is "the best of all possible worlds." 
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Wassermann, Jacob 
World's illusion. [Tr. 1920, L. Lewisohn.] 2 vols. 
Fiction. A brilliant, feverish picture of pre-war society in cenbll 
Europe. A novel of "strange and sombre power." 
Zola, Emile 
The downfall. [Tr. of La debdcle.] 
Fiction. The frightful realities of the war of 1870. Among his o• 
works, Germinal, on the capital and labor struggle, is fairly typiaL 
"His works are large frescoes, the lines of which appear distorted wlla 
examined too close" (G. True). 
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CLASS 10. English Literature. 
Introduction. 
The list is here split in two, the first section being general 
and current books in English literature, the second the classics. 
It is merely for convenience, and in no sense implies that all 
classics were written by people now dead. To read English 
literature is better than to read books about it, but such a work 
as James Bennett, Much loved books (1927), is an inspiration to 
the untrained reader, as likewise such books of other sorts as 
Van Wyck Brooks, Letters and leadership (1918), or Lewis 
Mumford, The golden day (1927). The last is a sort of history of 
American literature. Such books are likely to be most worth 
while when they bring out the ideas that have guided the forma-
tion of literature, as in Vida Scudder, Social ideals in English 
leUers, or connect literature with its total social background, as 
in the classic history of English literature by Taine (4 vols.), 
and that on the early literature by Jusserand (3 vols.). Among 
the best for the Victorian age are the two volumes by Oliver 
Elton on the period 1830-188o, and the early chapters of Hugh 
Walker, Literature of the Victorian era. But again, the literature 
itself is the thing. 
Of somewhat different interest are certain works on the 
English language, such as: '•Vernon Lee" (Violet Paget), The 
handling of words; Logan P. Smith, English language (Home U. 
Lib.); Henry L. Mencken, The American language, a book that 
makes philology really joyful; and the books mentioned in the 
main list under Greenough and Kittredge. 
Among our classics some will regret the omission of Spenser, 
or Sir Thomas Browne, or Burton, Anatomy of melancholy, or 
even of Pope and Dryden. Perhaps they should have been in-
cluded, or Swinburne, both prose and poetry; or of lesser breed, 
such a work as Barham, Ingoldsby legends, or even such a work 
as Jane Porter, Scottish chiefs, or Disraeli, Sybil. Where shall we 
draw the line? Among the modems some may even miss Ulysses 
by Joyce, that deadly dull word-jumble, relieved by vivid flashes 
of obscenity. But if Joyce at all, why not The Dubliners? There 
are minor works of real interest which may deserve a place, 
such as Wilkie Collins, The Moonstone, and Anthony Trollope, 
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Barchester Towers. Collected letters have been placed above, 
under Biography. 
It must be remembered that the aim of this list, to widen 
the range of interests of the college student, involves a rather 
stricter standard for inclusion among literature books, which are 
a species more or less well known in college courses, than among 
books on travel, or social problems, or art. The usual college 
reading list contains suggestions supplementary to the courses. 
The present list deliberately runs counter to such departmental 
reading. Nevertheless some outside users have requested the 
inclusion of more books of current literature. It is scarcely 
desirable to add many books of a sort that will interest only a 
few, like Tagore, Gitanjali; or any great assortment of books 
about, let us say, ghosts, such as Ghosts grim and gentle, and Best 
ghost stories, both edited by J. L. French; or of detective stories, 
such as the Modern Library volume, Fourteen famous detecti'De 
stories; or in general, books that are largely meant to amuse, 
like Wm. W. Jacobs, Many cargoes, or Esther Shephard (ed.), 
Paul Bunyan, or Will James's cowboy books, or Stephen Leacock, 
Behind the beyond. But there is a variety of works of fiction, of 
a grade approaching Willa Cather, My Antonia, books representa-
tive of current English and American fiction, of which we have 
selected some to put in a list here in alphabetic order, though 
they might well be read in nearly the reverse order. We hope 
this will satisfy those who want a guide to such novels, though 
there are some greater books in our main list, and though it is a 
safe wager that while everyone will like some of the following, 
no one will like all. 
Anderson, Sherwood, Winesburg, Ohio. 
von Arnim, Mary (now Countess Russell), Elizabeth and 
her German garden. 
Brown, G. B. ("George Douglas"), House with the green 
shutters. 
Cabell, James B., Cream of the jest (and possibly, Iurgen). 
Cable, George W., Old creole days. 
Cannan, Gilbert, Round the corner. 
Douglas, Norman, Souih wind. 
Glasgow, Ellen, Barren ground. 
Hawes, Charles B., The mutineers. 
"0 Henry" (Wm. S. Porter), The fo'ur m·illion. 
Hergesheimer, Joseph, Java Head. 
Kaye-Smith, Sheila, End of the house of Allard. 
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Lawrence, D. H., Sons and lovers. 
Lincoln, Joseph C., Mary-'Gusta (and possibly, Galusha). 
Locke, William J., The beloved vagabond. 
Machen, Arthur, Hill of dreams. 
Mackenzie, Compton, Youth's encounter. 
Maugham, W. Somerset, Of human bondage. 
Norris, Frank, The octopus. 
Page, Thomas Nelson, In ole Virginia. 
Roberts, Morley, Rachel Marr. 
Russell, John, Where the pavement ends. 
Sinclair, May, The divine fire. 
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Walpole, Hugh, Fortitude (and possibly, The gods and Mr. 
Perrin). 
Weyman, Stanley, A gentleman of France. 
White, Edward Lucas, El supremo. 
White, Stewart Edward, The blazed trail. 
Wilder, Thornton, Bridge of San Luis Rey. 
Wister, Owen, The Virginian. 
English Literature Booklist. 
Section A. General and Contemporary. 
Barrie, James M. 
Sentimental Tommy. 
Fiction. Story of a schoolboy with unconquerable powers of self-
deception. Barrie, Representative plays (Scribners), contains some pleas-
ing dramas, such as his Admirable Crichton. One might add to these 
his Peter and Wendy, and his life of his mother, Margaret Ogilvy. 
Beerbohm, Max 
Zuleika Dobson. 
Fiction. An amusing story of undergraduate Oxford. His book of 
parodies, Christmas garland, "one of Max's most serious volumes," 
is often good reading apart from the originals. It is much better on Wells 
and Meredith than on Kipling and Shaw. But perhaps his most typical 
book is Seven men. 
Belloc, Hilaire 
Cruise of the Nona. 1925. 
A cruise along the Cornish coast, but more a cruise of the mind - very 
Bellocian. Author a Roman Catholic and a man of vigorous opinions. 
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Bennett, Arnold 
Old wives' tale. 
Fiction. A long and minute novel, giving a sense of reality, as if part 
of life itself. 
Bierce, Ambrose 
In the midst of life. (Modern Lib.) 
Fiction. Various ways of dying. There is nothing more ghastly in all 
literature -if you like that sort of thing. 
Bradley, Andrew C. 
Shakespearean tragedy. 
"Worthy to rank very near the immortal works of Lamb and Coleridge" 
as an interpretation of Shakespeare's four greatest tragedies. 
Bridges, Robert 
Spirit of man: an anthology. 1915. 
Verse and prose fitted into the author's scheme, some in French. Con-
tains some great literature, with particularly fine choices of religious 
poetry, and a war-time foolish preface. 
Butler, Samuel 
Erewhon. 
Fiction. "Nowhere spelt backwards" is a country where things are 
done as absurdly as here, only with an opposite absurdity. 
Butler, Samuel 
Way of all flesh. 
Fiction. Cynical story, keenly critical of cant and convention. 
Carleton, William 
Traits and stories of the Irish peasantry. 2 series. 
"A unique contribution to folk-literature." 
Chesterton, Gilbert K. 
Heretics. 
In the main sincere, though with perhaps too many "preliminary 
shouts to attract the attention." "Orthodox," clever and paradoxical, 
he attacks the "heretics," Kipling, Shaw, Wells, etc. A good set of little 
books by him, more Chesterton than facts, are his Dickens, Blake, Brown-
ing, and Victorian age. 
Child, Francis J. (Editor; re-edited by Sargent and Kittredge, 
1904.) 
English and Scottish popular ballads. 
Too often neglected by students, who do not realize how interesting 
these ballads are. 
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Clitlord, Hugh C. 
Further side of silence. 1916. 
Fiction. Stories of Malaya, vivid and often gruesome, "magnificently 
violent experience," at once unbelievable and convincing. There is 
another series, In days that are dead. 
Conrad, Joseph 
Short stories, including: Youth, Heart of darkness, Ty-
phoon, An outpost of progress. 
Fiction. These stories are superb. One who likes Conrad may then 
go on to read the longer novels, Nigger of the Narcissus, Lord Jim, 
N ostromo, but it is better not to begin with them. 
Cox, Sidney and Freeman, Edmund (eds.) 
Prose preferences. 1926. 
Quite out of the ordinary as a book of selections. This book and a well-
made schoolbook by Leonidas W. Payne, Later American writers (1926, 
selections with unusually instructive notes), will introduce the reader 
to a number of good writers not mentioned in the present booklist. 
But Prose preferences is a pleasing book even for those who are not seek-
ing instruction. 
De Ia Mare, Walter (ed.) 
Come hither. 1923. 
A selection of poems intended to interest children in poetry, but so 
well done that it should fascinate the older reader even more. He has 
added a companion prose volume called simply Readings. 
De Ia Mare, Walter 
Memoirs of a midget. 1922. 
Fiction. A remarkable novel, which some find disagreeable in parts, 
though no one can deny the art of it, and the humor of most of it. Guess-
ing the height of the heroine is a game that every reader tries his skill 
at. 
De Morgan, William 
Joseph Vance. 
Fiction. A leisurely novel of London, delightful in its character-drawing. 
The reader has hard work to resist going on to his later novels, Alice-
f or-short and Somehow good. 
Dickinson, Emily 
Complete poems. 1924. 
It took nearly forty years to discover that Emily Dickinson (1830-1886) 
was a real poet, certainly the greatest American woman poet. "One 
hears, more distinctly perhaps than in any English poetry, the voice 
of the self-communing soul, aware of its own infinite smallness before 
the vast. In Emily Dickinson its clarity is heartbreaking" (London 
Times). 
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Dobson, Austin 
Eighteenth century vignettes. (Oxford World's Classics.) 
3 vols. 
Literary and biographical essays, by one who knew England of that 
day very well indeed. 
Dreiser, Theodore 
American tragedy. 2 vols. 
Fiction. "An epic of tawdry detail" written very badly, and apparently 
intentionally so. Through "endless pages of dulness . . . he comes 
lumbering down the trail, ... but he'll get you at the end." 
Du Maurier, George 
Peter lbbetson. 
Fiction. This romance of dreams is perhaps of more permanent worth 
than his once famous Trilby. 
Dunsany, Edward, (Lord) 
A dreamer's tales. 
Fiction. Visions of unheard-of lands and rivers, mysterious and strange. 
Forster, Edward M. 
A passage to India. 1924. 
Fiction. England in India, a literary masterpiece and a disquieting 
problem. "Nothing is said as any one else would say it." 
Frederic, Harold 
Damnation of Theron Ware. 
Fiction. Also called Illumination. The zealous young Methodist 
minister in conflict with the Catholic priest and the agnostic, and his 
collapse. A novel of permanent significance as a study of religion in 
America. 
Frost, Robert 
Selected poems. 1923. 
There is no collected edition, but this volume, drawn from North uJ 
Boston (1915) and other books, is perhaps representative. Even more 
than Robinson he is the contemporary poet of New England. 
Galsworthy, John 
Forsyte saga. 1922. 
Fiction. Combines several of his novels in one powerful arraignment 
of the dominance of property in modern life. Rivaling this great novel 
in importance are his Representative plays (Scribners), including Justice, 
Pigeon, Strife, etc., and his collection of short stories, Caravan (1925), 
which contains some excellent work. 
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Greenough, James B. and Kittredge, G. L. 
Words and their ways in English speech. 
Very nearly the best of such books about words. But there are others: 
George H. McKnight, English words and their background; Richard C. 
Trench, English past and present (a classic); and a number of works by 
Ernest Weekley, such as his Words ancient and modern. A dictionary 
of modern English usage, by H. W. Fowler, is a delightful book to browse 
in. 
Housman, Alfred Edward 
A Shropshire lad (1896); and, Last poems (1922). 
Short pessimist lyrics that have had a great influence on other poets. 
He has united the simple and natural with the disillusioned in a form 
so finished that he has brought a classic perfection into English poetry. 
Howells, William D. 
Rise of Silas Lapham. 
Fiction. This novel of business is probably his best. An interesting 
comparison story is the cruel Jewish satire, The rise of David Levinsky, 
by Abraham Cahan. 
Hudson, William Henry 
Hudson anthology; arranged by Edward Garnett. 
A very fine selection from this great word-artist and nature lover. 
Two of his books not well represented in this Anthology are elsewhere 
entered in the present booklist. Those who like Hudson's manner may 
go on to read in full his nature books, Naturalist in La Plata, Idle days 
in Patagonia, etc., and his novels, The purple land, The crystal age, 
and possibly the rather overrated Green mansions. 
Hudson, William Henry 
Shepherd's life. 1911. 
A description of Wiltshire life, exquisitely done. 
James, Henry 
The ambassadors. 
Fiction. This is typical of his minute and roundabout analytic manner. 
Many readers would prefer something less typical, like his early short 
story, Daisy Miller, or his startling pseudo-ghost story, Turn of the screw 
(first printed in The two magics). 
Kipling, Rudyard 
Selected short stories; ed. Wm. Lyon Phelps. 
Fiction. His best stories are of surpassing vigor. His Collected verse 
still has many admirers, and the panorama of India in Kim is praised 
by those who know India. But his best short stories are worthy to stand 
with the Jungle books as final achievements in their line. 
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Lewis, Sinclair 
Babbitt. 
Fiction. The title of this book and Main Street gave new words to the 
language. The opening chapters of Main Street made an epoch in 
American literature, but that book falls off worse than Babbitt as it con-
tinues. Arrowsmith is an interesting treatise on the place of medicine 
in America, rather than a novel. Elmer Gantry and The man who knt:UJ 
Coolidge lose effectiveness in bulk, though they are deadly satire if taken 
in small doses. 
London, Jack 
Call of the wild. 
Fiction. One of the great dog stories, along with Bob, son of battle, 
by Alfred Ollivant, and Rab (entered elsewhere). 
Mansfield, Katherine 
Bliss, and other stories. 1921. 
Fiction. Cruelly vivid psychological sketches. "All's wrong with the 
world, and I'm much too clever to be a bit sorry for it" (N. Y. Times), 
-but there was real spiritual tragedy in the author's own life, too. 
Masefield, John 
Collected poems. 2 vols. 
Many who had thought they cared little for poetry have found Mase-
field's narrative poems a new sort of thing, that makes them eager for 
more. He has a narrative style that carries one along irresistibly. 
Masters, Edgar Lee 
Spoon River anthology. 
Very modern epitaphs in verse, a cruel revelation of the meannesses 
and hates of American village life. 
Moore, George 
Esther Waters. 
Fiction. Scene laid in horseracing circles in England, the style modeled 
after French realistic novels. 
Moses, Montrose J. (ed.) 
Representative British dramas, Victorian and modem. 
21 plays, dates 1820-1913, but none by Shaw or Barrie. The Irish 
dramatist group is included, and the selection is excellent. 
O'Neill, Eugene 
Selected plays: including Beyond the horizon, Emperor 
Jones, Anna Christie, Strange interlude, and Moon of the 
Carib bees. 
By the leading American playwright of the present day. 
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Quiller-Couch, Arthur T. (ed.) 
Oxford book of English verse. 
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A good anthology, not too long to be read entire. Unfortunately the 
Home book of verse, edited by Burton E. Stevenson, is too long, though 
his supplement, Home book of modern verse, is worth trying entire. 
Then there is the Oxford book of English prose, also edited by Quiller-
Couch, finely selected to give the Eng1ish spirit, and the Copeland 
reader, etc. But such' anthologies are better to dip into, than to read 
straight through. 
Robinson, Edwin A. 
Collected poems. (1921, I vol.; enlarged, 1927, 5 vols.) 
A poet of extraordinary, if somewhat intellectualized, achievement; 
profoundest, though possibly not the most popular, of contemporary 
American poets. 
Schreiner, Olive (Cronwright) 
Story of an African farm. 
Fiction. Passionate, straight from the heart of the writer. 
Shaw, George Bernard 
Selected plays and prefaces. 
The prefaces are, of course, even more significant than the plays. Vari-
ous -choices are possible, but one might include: Man and mperman, 
Androcles and the lion, Back to Methuselah, Saint Joan; and possibly 
Major Barbara, Fanny's first play, The doctor's dilemma, and Candida. 
Steel, Flora A. 
On the face of the waters. 
Fiction. Included here for its subject, the great Indian mutiny and its 
terrible scenes. It does not have the literary quality of Forster, or 
make one live in the non-Europeanized East as do, for the Near East, 
William G. Palgrave, Hermann Agha; M. W. Pickthall, Sai"d the fisher-
man; and Percy Sykes, Glory of the Shia world. 
Swinnerton, Frank 
Nocturne. 1917. 
Fiction. A remarkable short novel, the characters of which linger 
in one's memory. 
Wells, Herbert George 
Tono-Bungay. 
Fiction. A book about advertising "bunk" in the form of a novel. 
Other "debunking" books of similar amusing suality are Arnold Bennett, 
Buried alive (artistic bunk), and A great man (hterary bunk). 
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Wells, Herbert George 
War of the worlds. 
Fiction. This account of a war with Mars remains his most unforgetable 
book, if not his best. It is one of his early scientific romances, which 
began with The time machine. Of his later preachments, those in which 
the preaching is least are often the better, as Ann Veronica, Kipps, 
Mr. Polly, and Love and Mr. Lewisham. His most famous short story 
is The country of the blind. 
Wharton, Edith 
Ethan Frome. 
Fiction. Brief and depressing, but a masterpiece of realism, and prob-
ably her best work; though close rivals are The house of mirth and the 
short story, The old maid. 
English Literature Booklist. 
Section B. The English Classics. 
Addison, Joseph and others 
Spectator. 
Various editions, including Everyman's (4 vols.). One of the mOlt 
famous of essayists, Addison is at his best here. There is a value in 
reading the Spectator continuously and entire. 
Arnold, Matthew 
Essays in criticism. Series I and 2. 
Famous essays, "perhaps the most important utterance upon criticism 
in modern times" (Gayley and Scott). Of great merit, also, are his longer 
essays, On translating Homer, and The study of Celtic; and his Culture 
and anarchy has a real value for the college reader of today. 
Arnold, Matthew 
Poetical works. 
Uncertainty, unrest, a modern discontent, burdeRed with regret for a 
vanished faith, and this expressed with dignity, yet in language that 
moves the reader. 
Austen, Jane 
Pride and prejudice. 
Fiction. Everyday people minutely and keenly portrayed by one of 
the greatest of character-novelists. There are, of course, some readers 
who do not care for this sort of thing, even when done by a master hand. 
Bacon, Francis 
Essays. 
Meaty, amazingly compact, by a master of sententious epigram. 
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Blackmore, Richard D. 
Lorna Doone. 
Fiction. A sentimental romance in a more or less historical setting, 
a delightful story if one is in the proper sentimental mood. · 
Borrow, George H. 
Lavengro. 
Fiction. Borrow was a natural · wanderer, and describes queer people 
in an inimitable way, in this semi-autobiographical novel. Those who 
like him at all like him intensely. 
Bronte, Charlotte 
Jane Eyre. 
Fiction. "Autobiographical in the passionate expression of a woman's 
personal feeling" (Baker) . To create a heroine who was not a beautiful 
doll, not even good-looking, was a bold stroke at the time. It is good 




Fiction. A work of great genius, one of the greatest English novels, 
a wild tale of terror and hatred. 
Brown, John 
Rab and his friends; Marjorie Fleming, etc. (Everyman's.) 
A famous dog story; and a pleasant account of a remarkable little girl. 
Browning, Robert 
Selected poems. 
Browning needs to be read in selections, and the three volumes in Every-




An allegory; a famous classic in homely prose, but one often taken for 
granted unread by present-day students. 
Burns, Robert 
Poetical works. 
The peasant poet of Scotland suffers somewhat by being read all at once 
in bulk. But his place among the classics is secure. 
Byron, George G., (Lord) 
Poetical works. 
Few read much of Byron now, but some young readers miss a good deal 
by not giving him a trial. 
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Carlyle, Thomas 
Past and present. 
ult is at once the most tender and pathetic picture of the (medieval) 
Past and the most unsparing indictment of the Present that exists 
in modern English literature" (Toynbee), 
Carlyle, Thomas 
Sartor resartus. 
Fantastic and strangely powerful exposition of his own philosophy, 
in symbolic and eruptive diction. Calls for a reader specially in the mood. 
The Everyman's edition includes also the typically Carlylese Heroes 
and hero worship. 
"Carroll, Lewis" (C. L. Dodgson) 
Alice in wonderland. 
This, with its successor, Through the looking glass, is primarily a fan-
tastic story for children. But it takes a clever adult reader to catch 
the hidden satire behind the laughable absurdities. 
Chaucer, Geoffrey 
Canterbury tales. 
The music of Chaucer's vrerse, the sharpness of his characterizations, 
are best pointed out by a teacher, who will help with the many apparent, 
and some real, difficulties of language. But the veriest novice soon 
perceives why Chaucer is called "one of the world's three or four great 
story-tellers.'' 
Coleridge, Samuel T. 
Golden book. (Selected poems, ed. S. A. Brooke, in Every-
man's.) 
Many of the poems here included are indeed pure gold. 
Defoe, Daniel 
Captain Singleton. 
Fiction. Robinson Crusoe is too well known to need to be entered here. 
But one can get pretty nearly the same thrill of the authentic out of 
Captain Singleton's adventures. Of his other works, Molt Flanders is 
a classic of realistic fiction; The journal of the plague year reads like an 




Fiction. Semi-autobiographical, and generally considered his best work. 
Dickens, Charles 
Martin Chuzzlewit. 
Fiction. This novel is quite a mixture. Its pictures of America, now 
amusing enough, aroused wrath at the time. 
Dickens, Charles 
Pickwick papers. 
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Fiction. Parhaps his most popular book, because of its humor. But 
preferences concerning Dickens vary widely. No lover of Dickens 
would be satisfied with only the three titles here entered. 
Edgeworth, Maria 
Castle Rackrent; and The absentee. 
Fiction. Good Irish stories, written about 1800. 
"Eliot, George" 
Adam Bede. 
Fiction. A fine novel, but less for its philosophy than for its characters, 
though the former was always the author's chief aim. 
"Eliot, George" 
Mill on the Floss. 
Fiction. Some consider it her greatest, as Silas Marner, too generally 
turned into a text-book to need listing here, is her most finished novel. 
There is a tragic ending, of great power. Of her other books the early 
one, Scenes from clerical life, is finer art than the famous Romola, and 
indeed of her later books Middlemarch is probably the most worth 
while today. 
Emerson, Ralph Waldo 
Conduct of life. (Everyman's.) 
Selections from Emerson have to be fitted to the reader. Some like him 
in his transcendental moods (Nature, The essays), others in more homely 
moments (Conduct of life), and still others prefer the best of his Poems, 
or parts of his Representative men, or his English traits. 
Emerson, Ralph Waldo 
Heart of Emerson's Journals, edited by Bliss Perry. 
This volume makes some of the best things in Emerson more available 
to the ordinary reader. 
Fielding, Henry 
Tom Jones. 
Fiction. Published 1749, it remains one of the greatest English novels. 
Gaskell, Elizabeth C. 
Cranford. 
Fiction. "Dainty miniature painting of a little, old-fashioned, peaceful 
country town" (Baker). There are those who prefer her gloomier 
stories, Sylvia's lovers and Mary Barton, but these are not so fine as 
1iterature. 
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Gilbert, William S. 
Bah ballads. 
As poetry not great, but as humor a perpetual delight. His Pla,s 
make good comedy reading, but of course they go best when heard 
with the music written for them by Sir Arthur Sullivan, The Mikadt, 
Pinafore, etc. The play Engaged is perhaps the most readable. 
Hardy, Thomas 
The dynasts. 
Hardly to be called drama, but a remarkable vision or panorama of the 
Europe of Napoleon. Many of Hardy's other poems are admirable; 
the feeling and thought in them rises "like a continuation of our owa 
experience," transforming the prose of life. 
Hardy, Thomas 
Return of the native. 
Fiction. Emphasizes the influence of Nature on human character; 
a very powerful novel. Some like best his Mayor of Casterbridge; othera 
admire his Far from the madding crowd, or the rather different tragic 
pastoral, The woodlanders. 
Hardy, Thomas 
Tess of the D'Urbervilles. 
Fiction. This, which is often considered his greatest novel, and the 
powerful but depressing Jude the obscure, are ·great books; but one should 
not begin with them in reading Hardy. 
Hawthorne, Nathaniel 
Scarlet letter. 
Fiction. Perhaps the greatest American novel; a moving and far from 
cheerful story, powerfully presented. 
Hazlitt, William 
Table talk. (Everyman's.) 
Other selections are possible from the many interesting essays by 
Hazlitt, who was one of the greatest literary critics of England. 
Holmes, Oliver W. 
Autocrat of the breakfast table. 
These genial essays are still a delight. 
Hughes, Thomas 
Tom Brown's schooldays. 
Fiction. The great classic of English schoolboy life. But Horace Vachell 
produced another that is near to being a classic in his story, Tht hill. 
g, Washington 
Sketch book. 
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Fiction. "The best example of his powers is the Sketch book, mild, 
cheerful, fanc~ful, thoughtful, humorous." 
eats, John 
Complete poems and letters. 
The poet's poet, a master of verbal magic. But one should read the 
Letters as well as the Poems, though there is tragedy in them. 
K.ingsley, Charles 
Westward ho! 
Fiction. One of the great historical novels, the Spanish Main in the 
days of Queen Elizabeth. 
Kingsley, Henry 
Ravenshoe. 
Fiction. A family romance, with attractive characters, very English. 
Lamb, Charles 
Essays of Elia. 
Essays polished and rewritten till they "mimic inconsequence" and 
"seem simply the overflow of talk" (G. H. Mair). 
Lamb, Charles (ed.) 
Specimens of the English dramatic poets. 
His ima~nation and insight made him one of the first of critics. Ranks 
along wtth Samuel T. Coleridge, Lectures on Shakespeare (best ed. by 
T. Ashe) as the height of English dramatic criticism, and as an intro-
duction to the wider reading of drama. 
Lever, Charles J. 
Charles O'Malley. 
Fiction. A broadly humorous Irish story that is perhaps not quite a 
classic, but is jovial enough to debar the reader from being too critical. 
Malory, Thomas 
Morte d'Arthur. (Ed., Strachey.) 
A storehouse of knightly adventure, told in strong and simple English. 
First printed by Caxton in 1485. Readers who would enjoy this sort 
of thing are frequently hindered by a foolish prejudice that it is going 
to be dry reading for them. 
Marryat, Frederick 
Mr. Midshipman Easy. 
Fiction. A thrilling story by one of the best writers of sea stories, who 
has written many others, Peter Simple, Jacob Faithful, etc. There are 
other such stories: Michael Scott, Tom Cringle's log, William C. Russell, 
Wreck of the "Grosvenor"; not great literature, but spirited and exciting 
reading. 
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Melville, Herman 
Moby Dick. 
Fiction. A tense and stirring story of whaling ships, interrupted by the 
author's own peculiar mystical digressions, till the effect is something 
like a Greek play with interludes by the chorus. 
Meredith, George 
Egoist. 
Fiction. An elaborate and difficult novel, as is also his Diana of till 
Crossways. These are usually considered his great books, but the average 
reader would do well to try first his Evan Harrington, or his Ordeal of 
Richard Feverel. 
Meredith, George 
Ordeal of Richard F everel. 
Fiction. . Though in parts unnecessarily tragic, there are other parts 
which are among the most delightful in all fiction. 
Milton, John 
Poetical works. 
Whether one likes Milton well enough to read him extensively seems to 
vary greatly with individuals, but more would like him if they really 
tried. 
Morris, William 
Sigurd the Volsung. 
A stirring imitation of the Norwegian saga, and a true epic. His Early 
romances (Everyman's) show the reactions of a poetical mind steeped 
in medieval romance. 
Palgrave, F. T. (ed.) 
Golden treasury of English songs and lyrics. (Everyman's.) 
The anthology which is usually cited as the perfect example of poetic 
taste. 
Peacock, Thomas Love 
Misfortunes of Elphin. 
Fiction. This, with his Maid Marian (reprinted in The greenwood, 
edited by Henry J. Newbolt), are the best examples of his delicious 
semi-poetical burlesques. 
Poe, Edgar Allan 
Tales of mystery and imagination. (Everyman's.) 
Fiction. This is a typical selection of his short stories, though it omits 
The black cat. The reader should add to these his poetry, and something 
from his critical essays. The Poe quality is never quite matched else-
where. 
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Reade, Charles 
Cloister and hearth. 
Fiction. One of the best historical novels for the average reader. Deals 
with the late Middle Ages, and "attempts with amazing success to re-
construct the whole life of the times." 
Richardson, Samuel 
Clarissa Harlowe. (Abridged edition.) 
Fiction. A novel of great power, and still a moving story, though in 
the complete edition much too long. 
Rossetti, Dante G. 
Poetical works. (Everyman's.) 
This edition includes his translations of Early Italian poets, and Dante 
and his circle, which are admirable. His sonnets also rank high. His 
sister Christina is by some considered the greatest woman poet in 
English, though recently there have been those who have placed the 
American, Emily Dickinson, higher. 
Scott, (Sir) Walter 
Heart of Midlothian. 
Fiction. The story of Effie Deans and her sister Jeanie is one of the 
most dramatic and touching in fiction. 
Scott, (Sir) Walter 
Old Mortality. 
Fiction. "Perhaps the finest of Scott's properly historical novels" 
(Baker). His most famous novel, Ivanhoe, is too well known to need 
special entry here, as are his stirring poems, such as Marmion and The 
lady of the lake, and his historical novel, Quentin Durward, of the age 
of Charles the Bold. But anyone who has not read them should do so; 
they are among the things no one ought to miss. 
Shakespeare, William 
Complete plays and poems. 
Of course Shakespeare needs no commendation, except to point out 
that various programs of Shakespeare reading are possible which avoid 
the usual tasks set in school and college courses. The continuous reading 
of the whole of Shakespeare is not an impossible feat; and it leaves a 
unique impression, if one culminates with the greatest of the plays. 
Of books on Shakespeare we here confine ourselves to Coleridge and 
Andrew Bradley (entered elsewhere) and John Masefield's little book 
in the Home U. Library. Dramas from the contemporaries of Shakes-
peare are well selected in the anthology by Wm. A. Neilson, though the 
reader may prefer editions with larger type. In any case one should 
read Lamb (entered above). 
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Shelley, Percy B. 
Poetical works. 
Lyric poet and poet of revolt. It is wise not to try to read him all 
once. 
Sheridan, Richard B. 
Comedies. 
The rivals, The school for scandal, and The critic, which as a reading 
is even better than the other two, are comedies sparkling with 
But they need to be seen on the stage to get the full value, as is 
more true of Goldsmith, She stoops to conquer. Some readers also 
joy greatly the earlier Restoration comedies by Congreve, etc. 
Shorthouse, Joseph H. 
John lnglesant. 
Fiction. Historical novel of the time of Charles I. It is "often called 
best religious novel in English literature." 
Sterne, Laurence 
Tristram Shandy. 
Fiction. Droll and eccentric novel; a unique masterpiece of wayw 
ness and sentiment, with a touch of ribaldry. No more than the S ' 
mental journey is it a book for puritans, or those lacking in a sense 
humor. 
Stevenson, Robert Louis 
Kidnapped; and sequel, David Balfour (also called, Cat 
riona). 
Fiction. The first volume is hairbreadth adventurous romance; t 
second introduces more love-interest and character. 
Stevenson, Robert Louis 
Treasure Island. 
Fiction. Hardly needs to be recommended, for like his Dr. Jekyll, it 
is known to almost everybody. 
Swift, Jonathan 
Selected works. 
Everyone will read Gulliver, but beyond that a range of selection is · 
ble, such as the Journal to Stella, Tale of a tub, etc. Many of the editio01 
are expurgated or toned down. Whatever one thinks of his bitter 
cynicism, of his flexible and powerful style no praise is too high. 
Tennyson, Alfred 
Poetical works. 
For those who love the music of verse. Tennyson, like Longfellow, is 
too often condemned wholesale where discrimination is needed. Stop-
ford Brooke, Tennyson, his art and relation to modern life, and A. C. 
Benson, Tennyson, are books well adapted to bring to the reader's 
attention the many admirable aspects of Tennyson. 
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Thackeray, William M. 
Henry Esmond. 
Fiction. Historical novel, and his most perfect work, almost too perfect. 
Thackeray's lectures, English humorists (reprinted with The four Georges 
in Everyman's), give a gallery of portraits, interesting if not always fair, 
of the same Age of Queen Anne. Both will be best appreciated if ane 
has some prior knowledge of that period. 
Thackeray, William M. 
Newcomes. 
Fiction. "Thackeray's great 'middle-class epic', the tragedy of worldli-
ness" (Baker). There are some who prefer Pendennis. Not all like 
Thackeray; he appeals to men more than to women; b.ut his admirers 
will read everything, not forgetting the Christmas books. 
Thackeray, William M. 
Vanity Fair. 
Fiction. The most famous and typical of his novels, though not perhaps 
the most loved. 
Thoreau, Henry D. 
Walden. 
"Thoreau was a Nature lover, not a naturalist. He went to Nature to 
feel, not to see" (B. Graham). The reader who likes Thoreau should 
also turn to The heart of Thoreau's journals, edited by Odell Shepard. 
"Twain, Mark" (Samuel L. Clemens) 
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. 
Fiction. Well known boy's story, but also a great work of literature. 
Of the other books by Mark Twain, the best are the semi-autobiographi-
cal, such as Life on the Mississippi, and Roughing it. 
Walton, Izaak 
Complete angler. 
The charm of the author's personality, and the open-air freshness of 
his descriptions, have delighted many generations of readers. 
Whitman, Walt 
Leaves of grass. 
Not all readers care for Whitman's poetry, with its robust vigor and 
strange enumerations of detail, but all admit his unique originality: 
one who "burst the New England tradition." 
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Wilde, Oscar 
The picture of Dorian Grey. 
Fiction. A novel that scintillates with wit, but under the surface is a 
powerful indictment of modern Epicureanism, and an unforgetable 
evocation of a sense of something uncanny. Of his other writings, 
The ballad of Reading Gaol is especially to be mentioned, and also his 
comedies, such as Lady Windermere's jan, and The importance of bei11f 
Earnest. He seldom quite escapes from insincerity and pose. 
Wordsworth, William 
Poems. Selected by Dowden. 
He is a poet who at his highest gives one a new vision of the universe, 
and at his worst is almost intolerable. Hence the desirability of reading 
him in selections, of which this is the best chosen. 
